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Birth of a Warrior 
By Raymond McCrea Jones 

 
Photographer Raymond Jones doesn't come from a military family and had no previous 

personal experience with the singular rite of passage known as boot camp, by which 

ordinary citizens are turned into military instruments. Nevertheless, following a 

commercial assignment at Fort Benning, Georgia, he became fascinated by the 

questions of how and why-in post-Iraq and post-Afghanistan America-the modern 

army makes soldiers. The stunning photographs in Birth of a Warrior chronicle the 

transformation of 162 young men from across the country into U.S. Army Delta 

Company 2/47. From four in the morning until late at night, through arrival, 

processing, outfitting, marching, inspection, drill, physical training, combat training, 

and live-fire exercises, Jones documents an astonishing metamorphosis. Granted 

unprecedented access to the lives of these recruits and the NCOs responsible for their 

basic training, he photographs everything from their first haircuts to the tossing of their 

caps at graduation. Birth of a Warrior is both their story and our story: a profound look 

at the culture and humanity of those who we ask to go off to war. 
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The Somali Within 
Edited by Simone Brioni 

 
The cultures and histories of Italy and Somalia are inextricably linked. Italy colonised 

Somalia from the end of the 19th century to 1941, and held the territory by UN 

mandate from 1950 to 1960. Italy is also one of the destination countries of the Somali 

diaspora, which began in 1994 after a civil war. Nonetheless, this colonial and 

postcolonial cultural encounter has often been neglected. Critically evaluating Gilles 

Deleuze and Félix Guattari's analysis of 'minor literature', as well as drawing on recent 

works in postcolonial literary studies, The Somali Within analyses the processes of 

linguistic and cultural translation and self-translation, the political engagement against 

race and gender discrimination, and the strategies of belonging and unbelonging at 

work in the literary works in Italian by authors of Somali origins. Brioni shows that the 

'minor' Somali Italian connection might offer a major understanding of the 

transnational dimension of contemporary 'Italian' and 'Somali' literature. 

Simone Brioni is Assistant Professor at the Department of European Languages, 

Literatures, and Cultures at Stony Brook University. 

 

 

About the Author: 
Simone Brioni is Assistant Professor at the Department of European Languages, 

Literatures, and Cultures at Stony Brook University. 
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