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Dirt 
Edited by Barbara Richardson 

 
Community farms. Mud spas. Mineral paints. Nematodes. The world is waking up to 
the beauty and mystery of dirt. This anthology celebrates the Earth's generous crust, 
bringing together essays by award-winning scientists, authors, artists, and dirt lovers to 
tell dirt's exuberant tales.   Geographically broad and topically diverse, these essays 
reveal life as lived by dirt fanatics-admiring the first worm of spring, taking a 
childhood twirl across a dusty Kansas farm, calculating how soil breathes, or baking 
mud pies. Essayists build a dirt house, center a marriage around dirt, sink down into 
marshy heaven, and learn to read dirt's own language. Scientists usher us deep 
underground with the worms and mycorrhizae to explore the vast and largely ignored 
natural processes occurring beneath our feet. Whether taking a trek to Venezuela to 
touch the oldest dirt in the world, or reveling in the blessings of our own native soils, 
these muscular essays answer the important question: How do you get down with dirt?   
A literary homage to dirt and its significance in our lives, this book will interest hikers, 
gardeners, teachers, urbanites, farmers, environmentalists, ecologists, and others 
intrigued by our planet's alluring skin.  Essayists include Vandana Shiva, Peter Heller, 
Janisse Ray, Bernd Heinrich, Linda Hogan, Wes Jackson, BK Loren, David 
Montgomery, Laura Pritchett, and Deborah Koons Garcia. 
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A Handbook of Geoarchaeological Approaches to 

Settlement Sites and Landscapes 
By Charles French 
 
Key Features: 

· First in a new series, a basic handbook of good practice of the basics of 

geoarchaeological approaches to past site and landscape interpretation. 

 

· Explains how the combined study of archaeological, soil and 

geomorphological records can illustrate how natural, climatic and human-

induced processes alter landscapes 

 

· Presents a series of case studies to demonstrate techniques and how 

results can be interpreted. 

 
Geoarchaeology is a major branch of archaeological science at the interfaces between 
geology, geography and archaeology, involving the combined study of archaeological, 
soil and geomorphological records and the recognition of how natural, climatic and 
human-induced processes alter landscapes. The formation and modification of past 
soils, and occupation sequences can be examined primarily through the use of soil 
micromorphological techniques and various physical and geo-chemical techniques.  
This short text aims to explain some of the basics of geoarchaeological approaches and 
research design used to tackle the investigation of landscapes and settlement 
archaeology, and the application of soil micromorphology to archaeological situations. 
The intention is to present a basic handbook of good practice, with case studies and 
examples, that any archaeologist or aspiring geoarchaeologist can use. 
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Digging at the Gateway 
By Phil Andrews, Paul Booth, A. P. Fitzpatrick and Ken Welsh 

 
East Kent has been a gateway for new people, cultures, ideas and trade for thousands of 
years. The Isle of Thanet, now joined to the mainland following the silting and 
reclamation of the former Wantsum Channel, was at the forefront of these movements. 
A Kent County Council programme to build a new road link, the East Kent Access, in 
the south-east part of Thanet resulted in the largest archaeological project carried out in 
Britain in 2010. An Oxford Wessex Archaeology joint venture undertook the 
excavation of 48 hectares along the 6,5 kilometre route, revealing a wealth of 
archaeological evidence spanning the Palaeolithic to the Second World War. 
Volume 2 presents the analysis of the finds, environmental remains and the extensive 
radiocarbon dating programme, and includes the largest published assemblage of 
unburnt and cremated human bone from Thanet.
Amongst the finds the worked flint, the Iron Age coins and the later prehistoric,  Roman and Anglo-Saxon metalwork are of particular interest, and there are important 
assemblages of prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon pottery, worked stone and  
fired clay. Highlights from the environmental remains include the large assemblages of animal bone and charred plant remains and the unique evidence for Anglo-Saxon 
shellfish processing. 
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