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Danes in Wessex 
Edited by Ryan Lavelle and Simon Roffey 
 

Key Features: 

· First major collection of papers devoted to the impact of the Vikings and 

Danes on south and south-west England (Wessex) 

 

· Present multi-disciplinary studies combining literary, artefact and 

landscape studies 

 

· Examines Wessex as a major theatre of war in the reigns of Alfred and 

Æthelred Unræd 

 
There have been many studies of the Scandinavians in Britain, but this is the first 

collection of essays to be devoted solely to their engagement with Wessex. New work 

on the early Middle Ages, not least the excavations of mass graves associated with the 

Viking Age in Dorset and Oxford, drew attention to the gaps in our understanding of 

the wider impact of Scandinavians in areas of Britain not traditionally associated with 

them.  Here, a multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary approach to the problems of 

their study is presented. While there may not have been the same degree of impact, 

discernable particularly in place-names and archaeology, as in those areas of Britain 

which had substantial influxes of Scandinavian settlers, Wessex was a major theatre of 

the Viking wars in the reigns of Alfred and æthelred Unræd.  Two major topics, the 

Viking wars and the Danish landowning elite, figure strongly in this collection but are 

shown not to be the sole reasons for the presence of Danes, or items associated with 

them, in Wessex. Multi-disciplinary approaches evoke Vikings and Danes not just 

through the written record, but through their impact on real and imaginary landscapes 

and via the objects they owned or produced. The papers raise wider questions too, such 

as when did aggressive Vikings morph into more acceptable Danes, and what issues of 

identity were there for natives and incomers in a province whose founders were 

believed to have also come from North Sea areas, if not from parts of Denmark itself?  

Readers can continue for themselves aspects of these broader debates that will be 

stimulated by this fascinating and significant series of studies by both established 

scholars and new researchers. 

 

About the Author: 
Ryan Lavelle is a senior lecturer in medieval history at the University of Winchester 

where he teaches on Anglo-Saxon England, the Normans and the Norman Conquest, 

and the Carolingian Renaissance. His specialises in Late Anglo-Saxon political history, 

including royal landholding, especially in Wessex, and early medieval warfare.  

 

Simon Roffey is a Reader in medieval history at the University of Winchester with 

research interests in  the archaeology of the early and later medieval periods, the 

archaeology of Winchester, church and building archaeology and  the influence of the 

medieval period on creative writing and popular culture, including novels, films, games 

and art forms. 
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Medieval Town and Augustinian Friary: Settlement 

c 1325-1700 
By Alison Hicks 

 
The first of four books on excavations in the Whitefriars area of Canterbury, this report 

describes the development of the Augustinian friary from c 1325 to its demise 

following the Dissolution.  Combining stratigraphic analysis with documentary 

sources, environmental and artefact assemblages, the book seeks to illustrate the 

history of the friary and its immediate environs and gain an undertanding of the people 

who lived and worked there.   
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Maritime Societies of the Viking and Medieval 

World 
Edited by James H. Barrett and Sarah Jane Gibbon 

 
This book is a study of communities that drew their identity and livelihood from their 

relationships with water during a pivotal time in the creation of the social, economic 

and political landscapes of northern Europe. It focuses on the Baltic, North and Irish 

Seas in the Viking Age (AD 790–1050) and early Middle Ages (AD 1050–1200), with 

a few later examples (such as the Scottish Lordship of the Isles) included to help 

illuminate less well-documented earlier centuries. Individual chapters introduce 

maritime worlds ranging from the Isle of Man to Gotland - while also touching on the 

relationships between estate centres, towns, landing places and the sea in the more 

terrestrially oriented societies that surrounded northern Europe's main spheres of 

maritime interaction. It is predominately an archaeological project, but draws no 

arbitrary lines between the fields of historical archaeology, history and literature. The 

volume explores the complex relationships between long-range interconnections and 

distinctive regional identities that are characteristic of maritime societies, seeking to 

understand communities that were brought into being by their relationships with the 

sea and who set waves in motion that altered distant shores 
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Romanesque and the Mediterranean 
By Rosa Bacile and John McNeill 

 
The sixteen papers collected in this volume explore points of contact across the Latin, 

Greek and Islamic worlds between c. 1000 and c. 1250. They arise from a conference 

organized by the British Archaeological Association in Palermo in 2012, and reflect its 

interest in patterns of cultural exchange across the Mediterranean, ranging from the 

importation of artefacts - textiles, ceramics, ivories and metalwork for the most part - to 

a specific desire to recruit eastern artists or emulate eastern Mediterranean buildings. 

 

The individual essays cover a wide range of topics and media: from the ways in which 

the Cappella Palatina in Palermo fostered contacts between Muslim artists and 

Christian models, the importance of dress and textiles in the wider world of 

Mediterranean design, and the possible use of Muslim-trained sculptors in the 

emergent architectural sculpture of late-11th-century northern Spain, to the significance 

of western saints in the development of Bethlehem as a pilgrimage centre and of 

eastern painters and techniques in the proliferation of panel painting in Catalonia 

around 1200. There are studies of buildings and the ideological purpose behind them at 

Canosa (Apulia), Feldebro (Hungary) and Charroux (Aquitaine), comparative studies 

of the domed churches of western France, significant reappraisals of the porphyry 

tombs in Palermo cathedral, the pictorial programme adopted in the Baptistery at 

Parma, and of the chapter-house paintings at Sigena, and wide-ranging papers on the 

migration of images of exotic creatures across the Mediterranean and on that most 

elusive and apparently Mediteranean of objects - the Oliphant. The volume concludes 

with a study of the emergence of a supra-regional style of architectural sculpture in the 

western Mediterranean and evident in Barcelona, Tarragona and Provence. 

 

A third volume, based on the British Archaeological Association's 2014 Conference in 

Barcelona, will explore Romanesque Patrons and Processes.  
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Conservation and Discovery 
By Jackie Hall 

 
A major conservation programme took place between 1998 and 2003 on one of 

Europe's greatest medieval painted wooden ceilings. Investigation and analysis were an 

integral part of this conservation workin the former Benedictine abbey church of 

Peterborough. The knowledge gained and the discoveries made during that time, as 

well as the conservation programme itself, are documented and fully illustrated here. 

Not just the marvellous nave ceiling, but the medieval roof structure that supported it 

and the transept wooden ceilings that preceded it feature in a story whch spans the 

period from the mid 12th centurfy into the 21st and saw many significant post-

medieval interventions. Documentary history and iconography are freshly examined; 

structural and scientific studies (including tree-ring dating, paint analysis and 

environmental monitoring) afford new understanding of both the original works and 

later repairs.  
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Viking Graves and Grave-Goods in Ireland 
By Stephen J. Harrison and Raghnall O Floinn 

 
The volume is the first comprehensive catalogue and detailed discussion of over 400 

artefacts from more than a hundred furnished Viking graves in Ireland, many published 

for the first time. The volume includes the first detailed study of the archives of the 

Museum of the Royal Irish Academy and of the Irish Antiquities Division of the 

National Museum of Ireland, key resources for those interested in the history of 

museums in Ireland and in 19th and 20th century collectors and collecting. The grave-

goods (both Insular and Scandinavian) are the subject of detailed examination, with 

separate sections devoted to weapons, dress ornaments and jewellery, tools, equestrian 

equipment and miscellaneous artefacts. The volume also contains a discussion of grave 

distribution, form, orientation, ritual and contents. While much of the text is given over 

to the Kilmainham-Islandbridge burial complex - now confirmed as by far the largest 

cemetery of its type in the Viking west - the monograph also includes details of the 

Viking graves from elsewhere in Dublin, and from the rest of Ireland. 
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