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Seeing the War 
By David P. Colley 

 
The faces in photographs of World War II - both the famous pictures from Life 

magazine and the seldom-seen snapshots of individual soldiers, sailors, and 

correspondents - have a unique capacity to induce awe, respect, and wonder. Who were 

these men and women? Did they survive the war? And, if so, what were their lives 

like? Author and Vietnam-era veteran David P. Colley has been researching the 

subjects of World War II photographs for more than twenty years. As he explains, "I 

find the pursuit of the soldiers in World War II photographs illuminating. We never 

stop and ask about the toll of war or what happened to the men afterward. Many were 

killed or wounded or suffered deep psychological scars. The year 2015 marks the 

seventieth anniversary of the end of that war. It will undoubtedly be one of the last 

times this nation honors its living World War II veterans. Soon they will be no more 

and the war mostly forgotten. It already is ancient history to the majority of Americans. 

But the images of those veterans, depicted in photographs, bring alive those 

momentous years and enshrine the soldiers in our history and our imaginations." In 

Seeing the War, Colley revisits more than a hundred of the most revealing photographs 

of the "last good war." 
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Ghost Riders of Baghdad 
By Daniel A. Sjursen 

 
From October 2006 to December 2007, Daniel A. Sjursen - then a U.S. Army 

lieutenant - led a light scout platoon across Baghdad. The experiences of Ghost Rider 

platoon provide a soldier's-eye view of the incredible complexities of warfare, 

peacekeeping, and counterinsurgency in one of the world's most ancient cities. Sjursen 

reflects broadly and critically on the prevailing narrative of the surge as savior of 

America's longest war, on the overall military strategy in Iraq, and on U.S. relations 

with ordinary Iraqis. And at a time when just a handful of U.S. senators and 

representatives have a family member in combat, Sjursen writes movingly on questions 

of America's patterns of national service. Who now serves and why? What connection 

does America's professional army have to the broader society and culture? What is the 

price we pay for abandoning the model of the citizen soldier?  

 

With the bloody emergence of ISIS in 2014, Iraq and its beleaguered, battle-scarred 

people are again much in the news. Unlike other books on the U.S. war in Iraq, Ghost 

Riders of Baghdad is part battlefield chronicle, part critique of American military 

strategy and policy, and part appreciation of Iraq and its people. At once a military 

memoir, synthetic history, and cultural commentary, Ghost Riders of Bahdad delivers a 

compelling story and a deep appreciation of both those who serve and the civilians they 

strive to protect. Sjursen provides a riveting addition to our understanding of modern 

warfare and its human costs. 
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The Court-Martial of Paul Revere 
By Michael M. Greenburg 

 
At the height of the American Revolution in 1779, Massachusetts launched the 

Penobscot Expedition, a massive military and naval undertaking designed to force the 

British from the strategically important coast of Maine. What should have been an easy 

victory for the larger American force quickly descended into a quagmire of arguing, 

disobedience, and failed strategy. In the end, not only did the British retain their 

stronghold, but the entire flotilla of American vessels was lost in what became the 

worst American naval disaster prior to Pearl Harbor.  In the inevitable finger-pointing 

that followed the debacle, the already-famous Lieutenant Colonel Paul Revere, 

commissioned as the expedition's artillery commander, was shockingly charged by 

fellow officers with neglect of duty, disobeying orders, and cowardice. Though he was 

not formally condemned by the court of inquiry, rumors still swirled around Boston 

concerning his role in the disaster, and so the fiery Revere spent the next several years 

of his life actively pursuing a court-martial, in an effort to resuscitate the one thing he 

valued above all-his reputation.  The single event defining Revere to this day is his ride 

from Charlestown to Lexington on the night of April 18, 1775, made famous by 

Longfellow's poem of 1860. Greenburg's is the first book to give a full account of 

Revere's conduct before, during, and after the disastrous Penobscot Expedition, and of 

his questionable reputation at the time, which only Longfellow's poem eighty years 

later could rehabilitate. Thanks to extensive research and a riveting narrative that 

brings the battles and courtroom drama to life, The Court-Martial of Paul Revere strips 

away the myths that surround the Sons of Liberty and reveals the humanity beneath. It 

is a must-read for anyone who yearns to understand the early days of our country. 
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Builders of the Hoosac Tunnel 
By Cliff Schexnayder 

 
The Smithsonian Institution's Dibner Library of the History of Science and Technology 

is located in the bowels of the National Museum of American History. Cliff was one of 

the fortunate who, having received a Dibner Library Resident Scholar award, spent 

many an hour on the other side of those secreted doors. It was an experience rather like 

that of C. S. Lewis's Lucy, who climbed into the wardrobe and discovered a magical 

land. He met no White Witch, but the experience produced this book - the result of a 

wonderful adventurous journey. 

 

Builders of the Hoosac Tunnel traces the interactions between those who worked to 

bore the five-mile Hoosac railroad tunnel and those who hindered its construction. 

From the railroad stockholders, to the Canadian brothers who achieved daylight 

through the mountain, the story follows the evolution of American Civil Engineering. 
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