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Getting Screwed 
By Alison Bass 

 
Alison Bass weaves the true stories of sex workers with the latest research on 

prostitution into a gripping journalistic account of how women (and some men) 

navigate a culture that routinely accepts the implicit exchange of sex for money, status, 

or even a good meal, but imposes heavy penalties on those who make such bargains 

explicit. Along the way, Bass examines why an increasing number of middle-class 

white women choose to become sex workers and explores how prostitution has become 

a thriving industry in the twenty-first-century global economy. Situating her book in 

American history more broadly, she also discusses the impact of the sexual revolution, 

the rise of the Nevada brothels, and the growing war on sex trafficking after 9/11.   

 

Drawing on recent studies that show lower rates of violence and sexually transmitted 

diseases, including HIV, in regions where adult prostitution is legal and regulated, Bass 

makes a powerful case for decriminalizing sex work. Through comparisons of the 

impact of criminalization vs. decriminalization in other countries, her book offers 

strategies for making prostitution safer for American sex workers and the communities 

in which they dwell.  

 

This riveting assessment of how U.S. anti-prostitution laws harm the public health and 

safety of sex workers and other citizens - and affect larger societal attitudes toward 

women - will interest feminists, sociologists, lawyers, health-care professionals, and 

policy makers. The book also will appeal to anyone with an interest in American 

history and our society's evolving attitudes toward sexuality and marriage. 
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Trans/Portraits 
By Jackson Wright Shultz 

 
Although transgender people are increasingly represented in academic studies and 

popular culture, they rarely have the opportunity to add their own voices to the 

conversation. In this remarkable book, Jackson Shultz records the stories of more than 

thirty Americans who identify as transgender. They range in age from fifteen to 

seventy-two; come from twenty-five different states and a wide array of racial, 

religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds; and identify across a vast spectrum of 

genders and sexualities. 

 

Giving voice to a diverse group of individuals, the book raises questions about gender, 

acceptance, and unconditional love. From historical descriptions of activism to 

personal stories of discrimination, love, and community, these touching accounts of 

gender transition shed light on the uncharted territories that lie beyond the gender 

binary. Despite encounters with familial rejection, drug addiction, and medical 

malpractice, each account is imbued with optimism and humor, providing a thoughtful 

look at the daily joys and struggles of transgender life.  

 

With an introduction and explanations from the author, this work will appeal to health-

care providers, educators, and legal professionals; anyone questioning their own 

gender, considering transition, or setting out on their own transition journey; and 

transgender individuals, their significant others, friends, family, and allies. 
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