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The Ancient Yew 
By Robert Bevan-Jones 
 

Key Features: 

· Third edition of this popular account of the history of the yew tree 

 

· With additional photographs 

 

· Contains a gazetteer with locations 
 

The gnarled, immutable yew tree is one of the most evocative sights in the British and 

Irish language, an evergreen impression of immortality, the tree that provides a living 

botanical link between our own landscapes and those of the distant past. This book tells 

the extraordinary story of the yew's role in the landscape through the millennia, and 

makes a convincing case for the origins of many of the oldest trees, as markers of the 

holy places founded by Celtic saints in the early medieval 'Dark Ages'. 

 

With wonderful photographic portraits of ancient yews and a gazetteer (with locations) 

of the oldest yew trees in Britain, the book brings together for the first time all the 

evidence about the dating, history, archaeology and cultural connections of the yew. 

Robert Bevan-Jones discusses its history, biology, the origins of its name, the yew 

berry and its toxicity, its distribution across Britain, means of dating examples, and 

their association with folklore, with churchyards, abbeys, springs, pre-Reformation 

wells and as landscape markers. This third edition has an updated introduction with 

new photographs and corrections to the main text. 

 

 

About the Author: 
Robert Bevan-Jones has been surrounded by foresters, timber merchants and craftsmen 

since infancy. His father and grandfather both started their own timber firms, and like 

his brothers, he has considerably experience in the industry, both preparing and selling 

native timber. He is also the author of Poisonous Plants: A Cultural and Social History 

(Windgather Press 2009). 
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Carchemish in Context 
By T. J. Wilkinson, Edgar Peltenburg and Eleanor Barbanes Wilkinson 
 

Key Features: 

· First major study of an iconic ancient city on the Euphrates for nearly a 

century 

 

· Examines the history of Carchemish in its regional context drawing on 

extensive new archaeological survey data 

 

· Presents new insights into the layout and defences of the city and dates of 

occupation 

 
The city of Carchemish in the valley of the Euphrates river can be regarded as one of 

the iconic sites in the Middle East, a mound complex known both for its own intrinsic 

qualities as the seat of later Hittite power and Neo-Hittite kings, but also because its 

history of excavations included well known historical figures such as Leonard Woolley 

and T. E. Lawrence. However, because of its location within the military zone of the 

Turkish-Syrian border the site itself has been inaccessible to archaeologists for more 

than 90 years. Carchemish in Context summarises the results of regional investigations 

conducted within the Land of Carchemish Project in Syria, as well as other 

archaeological surveys in the region, in order to provide a regional, historical and 

archaeological context for the development of the city. 

 

A synthesis of the history of Carchemish is presented and a regional overview of the 

Land of Carchemish as it is defined by archaeological features and key historical 

references through to the early Iron Age. Insightful snapshots of the dynamics of an 

ancient state are revealed which can now be seen to have fluctuated dramatically in size 

throughout 700-800 years, in part depending upon the power of the king of Carchemish 

or the aggressions of external powers. 

 

The results from the Project provide an overview of the main trends of settlement in the 

region over 8000 years, using a combination of survey databases to both north and 

south of the Syrian-Turkish border and with a focus on the earlier phases of settlement 

from the Neolithic until the end of the Bronze Age when Carchemish became an 

outpost of the Hittite empire. The Iron Age is a period blessed by numerous historical 

records some of which can be traced in the modern landscape. Further chapters explore 

site-specific aspects of the regional archaeology, including a series of important sites 

on the Sajur river, some of which were positioned along the main campaign routes of 

the Assyrian kings. The close relationship between the nearby Early Bronze Age site of 

Tell Jerablus Tahtani and Carchemish are examined and the results from the 40 ha 

Carchemish Outer Town survey described, providing important new data sources 

regarding the layout, defences and dates of occupation of this significant part of the 

city. The Classical, Roman, Byzantine and Early Islamic occupations are also 

discussed in relation to what is known of occupation in the surrounding region.  
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Incomplete Archaeologies 
Edited by Emily Miller Bonney, Kathryn J. Franklin and James A. 

Johnson 
 

Key Features: 

· Collection of important new studies looking at the actions, practices and 

processes leading to the formation of archaeological assemblages 

 

· Presents a series of case studies include discussions of mortuary practice, 

the sociopolitics of metallurgy, human-animal relationships and landscape 

and memory 

 

· Explores the importance of practices of assembling (whether creative or 

destructive) for understanding social life in the past as well as the present. 

 
Incomplete Archaeologies takes a familiar archaeological concept – assemblages – and 

reconsiders such groupings, collections and sets of things from the perspective of the 

work required to assemble them. The discussions presented here engage with the 

practices of collection, construction, performance and creation in the past (and present) 

which constitute the things and groups of things studied by archaeologists – and 

examine as well how these things and thing-groups are dismantled, rearranged, and 

even destroyed, only to be rebuilt and recreated.   

The ultimate aim is to reassert an awareness of the incompleteness of assemblage, and 

thus the importance of practices of assembling (whether they seem at first creative or 

destructive) for understanding social life in the past as well as the present. The 

individual chapters represent critical engagements with this aim by archaeologists 

presenting a broad scope of case studies from Eurasia and the Mediterranean. Case 

studies include discussions of mortuary practice from numerous angles, the 

sociopolitics of metallurgy, human-animal relationships, landscape and memory, the 

assembly of political subjectivity and the curation of sovereignty. These studies 

emphasise the incomplete and ongoing nature of social action in the past, and stress the 

critical significance of a deeper understanding of formation processes as well as 

contextual archaeologies to practices of archaeology, museology, art history, and other 

related disciplines. Contributors challenge archaeologists and others to think past the 

objects in the assemblage to the practices of assembling, enabling us to consider not 

only plural modes of interacting with and perceiving things, spaces, human bodies and 

temporalities in the past, but also to perhaps discover alternate modes of framing these 

interactions and relationships in our analyses. Ultimately then, Incomplete 

Archaeologies takes aim at the perceived totality not only of assemblages of artefacts 

on shelves and desks, but also that of some of archaeology's seeming-seamless 

epistemological objects.   
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Wild Harvest 
Edited by Karen Hardy and Lucy Kubiak Martens 
 

Key Features: 

· Discusses the role of plants in hominin and pre-agrarian human societies 

 

· Presents case studies drawn from ethnography, ethnohistory, and 

ethnoarchaeology illustrating methods of analysis of plant remains 

 

· Explains how archaeobotanical assemblages may be interpreted and used 

to improve our understanding of the role of plants in the pre-agrarian past 

 
Plants are fundamental to life; they are used by all human groups and most animals. 

They provide raw materials, vitamins and essential nutrients and we could not survive 

without them. Yet access to plant use before the Neolithic can be challenging. In some 

places, plant remains rarely survive and reconstructing plant use in pre-agrarian 

contexts needs to be conducted using a range of different techniques. This lack of 

visible evidence has led to plants being undervalued, both in terms of their contribution 

to diet and as raw materials. This book outlines why the role of plants is required for a 

better understanding of hominin and pre-agrarian human life, and it offers a variety of 

ways in which this can be achieved. 

Wild Harvest is divided into three sections. In section 1 each chapter focuses on a 

specific feature of plant use by humans; this covers the role of carbohydrates, the need 

for and effects of processing methods, the role of plants in self-medication among apes, 

plants as raw materials, and the extent of evidence for plant use prior to the 

development of agriculture in the Near East. Section 2 comprises seven chapters which 

cover different methods available to obtain information on plants, and the third section 

has five chapters, each covering a topic related to ethnography, ethnohistory, or 

ethnoarchaeology, and how these can be used to improve our understanding of the role 

of plants in the pre-agrarian past.   
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Lives in Land – Mucking excavations  
By Christopher Evans, Grahame Appleby and Sam Lucy 
 

Key Features: 

· Comprehensive account of the prehistoric archaeology of the mucking 

landscape from the Mesolithic to Iron Age 

 

· Presents a synthesis of landscape development through out 5 thousand 

years of prehistory  including settlement histories, changing land-use, 

death and burial, industry and craft activities. 

 

· Draws on archival material including site notebooks and personal 

accounts from key participants to provide a history of research into a 

complex landscape and reflect on developments in archaeological process 

and theory. 

 
The excavations led by Margaret and Tom Jones on the Thames gravel terraces at 

Mucking, Essex, undertaken between 1965 and 1978 are legendary. The largest area 

excavation ever undertaken in the British Isles, involving around 5000 participants, 

recorded around 44,000 archaeological features dating from the Beaker to Anglo-

Saxon periods and recovered something in the region of 1.7 million finds of Mesolithic 

to post-medieval date. While various publications have emerged over the intervening 

years, the death of both directors, insufficient funding, many organisational 

complications and the sheer volume of material evidence have severely delayed full 

publication of  this extraordinary palimpsest landscape. 

 

Lives in Land is the first of two major volumes which bring together all the evidence 

from Mucking, presenting both the detail of many important structures and 

assemblages and a comprehensive synthesis of landscape development through the 

ages: settlement histories, changing land-use, death and burial, industry and craft 

activities. The long time-gap since completion of the excavations has allowed the 

authors the unprecedented opportunity to stand back from the density of site data and 

place the vast sum of Mucking evidence in the wider context of the archaeology of 

southern England throughout the major periods of occupation and activity. 

 

Lives in Land begins with a thorough evaluation of the methods, philosophy and 

archival status of the Mucking project against the organisational and funding 

background of its time, and discusses its fascinating and complex history through a 

period of fundamental change in archaeological practice, legislation, finance, research 

priorities and theoretical paradigms in British Archaeology.  Subsequent chapters deal 

with the prehistoric landscape, each focusing on the major themes that emerge by 

major period from analysis and synthesis of the data. The authors draw on archival 

material including site notebooks and personal accounts from key participants to 

provide a detailed but lively account of this iconic landscape investigation. 

 

 

About the Author: 
Sam Lucy is in charge of post-excavation and publication at the Cambridge 

Archaeological Unit. Her research interests are mainly in Anglo-Saxon material culture 

and funerary archaeology. 
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Shades of Green 
An Environmental and Cultural History of Sitka Spruce 

By Ruth Tittensor 
 

Key Features: 

· First major study of the importance of Sitka spruce in North America 

and the British Isles in landscape, cultural and  economic terms. Discusses 

how Sitka spruce plantations will develope recognisable ecological features 

including the potential to form temperate rainforests. 

 

· Demonstrates the economic importance of Sitka spruce and discusses how 

the general public fail to recognise the link between growing trees and the 

many bought goods that are derived from its products. 
 

This book takes a fresh look at the most disliked tree in Britain and Ireland, explaining 

the reasons it was introduced and why it became ubiquitous in the archipelagos of 

north-west Europe. 

Sitka spruce has contributed to the Pacific Coast landscapes of North America for over 

ten millennia. For the Tlingit First Nationit is the most important tree in terms of 

spiritual relationships, art, and products in daily use such as canoes, containers, fish-

traps and sweet cakes. Since the late nineteenth century it has also been the most 

important tree to the timber industry of west coast North America.  

The historical background to the modern use of Sitka spruce is explored. The lack of 

cultural reference may explain negative public response when tree-less uplands in the 

UK and reland were afforested with introduced conifer species, particularly Sitka 

spruce, following two World Wars. The multi-purpose forestry of today recognises that 

Sitka spruce is the most important tree to the timber industry and to a public which 

uses its many products but fails to recognise the link between growing trees and bought 

goods.   

The apparently featureless and wildlife-less Sitka spruce plantations in UK uplands are 

gradually developing recognisable ecological features. Sitka spruce has the potential to 

form temperate rainforests this century as well as to produce much-needed goods for 

society. The major contribution of Sitka spruce to landscapes and livelihoods in 

western North America is, by contrast, widely accepted. But conserving natural, old-

growth forests, sustaining the needs of First Nations, and producing materials for the 

modern timber industry will be an intricate task.  
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Gardens and Gardeners of the Ancient World 
By Linda Farrar 
 

Key Features: 

· Accessible full-length history of ancient gardens, written for a general 

audience 

 

· With 150 illustrations, many in colour 

 

· Lots of fascinating detail and little-known facts 

 
A beautifully illustrated book tracing the beginning of gardening and garden history, 

from Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, to the Minoans and Mycenaeans, Greeks, 

Etruscans and Romans, through Byzantine, Islamic and Persian gardens right up to the 

Middle Ages. It shows how gardens in each period were designed and cultivated. 

Evidence for garden art and horticulture is gathered from surviving examples of ancient 

art, literature, archaeology, actual period gardens that have survived the centuries and 

the wealth of garden myths associated with certain plants. These sources show which 

plants were chosen as garden worthy, their setting and the design and appearance of 

ancient gardens. Deities associated with aspects of gardens and the garden's fertility are 

featured - everyone wanted a fertile garden. Different forms of public and domestic 

gardens are explored, and the features that you would find there; whether paths, pools, 

arbours and arches, seating or decorative sculpture. The ideal garden could be like the 

Greek groves of the Academy in Athens, a garden so fine that it was comparable with 

that of the mythical king Alcinoos, the paradise contemplated by the Islamic world, or 

a personal version of a garden of Eden that Early Christians could create for themselves 

or in the forecourt of their churches. Generously illustrated with 150 images, with plant 

lists for each period, this is essential reading for everyone interested in garden history 

and ancient societies. 
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The Development of Neolithic House Societies in 

Orkney 
Edited by Colin Richards and Richard Jones 
 

Key Features: 

· Presents details of a series of excavations of Neolithic monumental 

structures, mostly of domestic character on Mainland Orkney 

 

· Provides a comprehensive re-assessment of Neolithic society based on the 

concept of the house society (sociétés à maisons) over a 1500 year period 

 

· Addresses the apparent dichotomy between types of architectural 

evidence representing the early and later Neolithic of Orkney 

 
Considering that Orkney is a group of relatively small islands lying off the northeast 

coast of the Scottish mainland, its wealth of Neolithic archaeology is truly 

extraordinary. An assortment of houses, chambered cairns, stone circles, standing 

stones and passage graves provides an unusually comprehensive range of 

archaeological and architectural contexts. Yet, in the early 1990s, there was a 

noticeable imbalance between 4th and 3rd millennium cal BC evidence, with house 

structures, and 'villages' being well represented in the latter but minimally in the 

former. As elsewhere in the British Isles, the archaeological visibility of the 4th 

millennium cal BC in Orkney tends to be dominated by the monumental presence of 

chambered cairns or tombs.  

In the 1970s Claude Lévi-Strauss conceived of a form of social organisation based 

upon the 'house' – sociétés à maisons – in order to provide a classification for social 

groups that appeared not to conform to established anthropological kinship structures. 

In this approach, the anchor point is the 'house', understood as a conceptual resource 

that is a consequence of a strategy of constructing and legitimising identities under ever 

shifting social conditions.  

Drawing on the results of an extensive programme of fieldwork in the Bay of Firth, 

Mainland Orkney, the text explores the idea that the physical appearance of the house 

is a potent resource for materialising the dichotomous alliance and descent principles 

apparent in the archaeological evidence for the early and later Neolithic of Orkney. It 

argues that some of the insights made by Lévi-Strauss in his basic formulation of 

sociétés à maisons are extremely relevant to interpreting the archaeological evidence 

and providing the parameters for a 'social' narrative of the material changes occurring 

in Orkney between the 4th and 2nd millennia cal BC.  

The major excavations undertaken during the Cuween-Wideford Landscape Project 

provided an unprecedented depth and variety of evidence for Neolithic occupation, 

bridging the gap between domestic and ceremonial architecture and form, exploring the 

transition from wood to stone and relationships between the living and the dead and the 

role of material culture. The results are described and discussed  in detail here, enabling 

tracing of the development and fragmentation of sociétés à maisons over a 1500 year 

period of Northern Isles prehistory. 
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The Greatness and Decline of the Celts 
By Henri Hubert 

 
A history of the Celtic people. This work describes the La Tène period, when the 

inventive and receptive Celtic civilization was spread across Europe; the conflict of the 

Celts with the Roman world, and the consequent decline, and Celticism in its various 

survivals. The book ends with a sociological survey of the Celts.  
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A History of Greece to the Death of Alexander the 

Great  
By John Bagnell Bury 

 
This book presents Greek civilization in a very clear form, including from geographical 

conditions, contemporary civilizations, decision makers through the constructions of 

the Greek identity.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 

Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
 ISBN: 978-94-9143-182-1
 

BINDING: Hardback 

 

PRICE: £50.50 

 

PUBLISHER: Barkhuis 

 

PAGES: 372 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

June 25, 2015 

 

READER INTERESTS: 

Archaeological Method & 

Theory/Environmental & Earth 

Sciences 

Landscape Archaeology 

 

 

 

 

Origin of the Dutch coastal landscape 
Long-term landscape evolution of the Netherlands during the Holocene, 

described and visualized in national, regional and local 

palaeogeographical map series 

By Peter Vos 
 

 
 

The topic of this book is the Origin of the Dutch coastal landscape during the 

Holocene.  The landscape evolution is vizualized in series of palaeogeographical maps 

and the driving mechanisms behind the environmental changes are discussed. The 

practice to make palaeogeographical map reconstructions in the Netherlands developed 

after the Second World War when a lot of regional geological and soil scientific 

mapping programs were carried out by government institutions and universities. These 

maps show when and how the surveyed sediments were formed. The 

palaeogeographical map reconstructions are subsequently used for the understanding 

and modelling of the long-term coastal evolution, coastal-management issues, 

landscape-archaeological purposes and for education and public information reasons. 

Geoarchaeological investigations play an important role in this study. Geological and 

palaeo-environmental data from archaeological excavations ('key sites') provided 

essential information for the palaeolandscape reconstructions. In the presented 

regional- and local-case studies of this book, examples of these sites are shown. 
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