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Archaeology and Land-use of south-east England to 

1066 
Edited by Michael J. Allen and David Rudling 
 

Key Features: 

· First text book for a generation to look at the South-East region of 

England as a whole from the Palaeolithic to the Norman Conquest. 

 

· Comprehensive, narrative studies by period and specific topic covering 

archaeology, history and material culture. 

 

· Brings together more than 30 leading specialists and synthesises 30 years' 

worth of new data. 
 

In this new authoritative textbook on the archaeology of South-East England over 30 

leading authors provide a comprehensive overview of the South-East as an informed 

narrative and interpretation of the prehistory and history of the region. Chronological 

chapters tell the story of the development of the South-East by period from the 

Palaeolithic to the Norman Conquest. Others focus on either specific areas within the 

region, or aspects of material culture and the economy. This is the first book to look at 

the region as a whole for a generation and since the advent of developer-funded 

archaeology, and it will have an important place in the archaeology of the South-East. 

It is offered in memory of Sussex Archaeologist Peter Drewett. 

 

About the Author: 
David Rudling is Academic Director of the Sussex School of Archaeology and former 

Director of the University College London Field Unit. He specialises in Roman 

archaeology and is particularly known for his excavations of several major Roman villa 

sites in the South-East of England. 

 

Michael J. Allen is proprietor of AEA Allen Environmental Archaeology and is one of 

the UK's leading environmental archaeologists, specialising in geoarchaeology 

(particularly the analysis of hillwash and colluvium), land snail analysis, prehistoric 

landscape reconstruction and the management of environmental archaeological 

projects.  
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York 
Edited by Peter Addyman 

 
York has been England's second city for much of its almost 2000 years of history. This 

atlas, produced in the Historic Towns Trust's large portfolio format, traces the origins 

and growth of the city  from its foundation as a Roman legionary fortress c.AD71 right 

through to the 21st century, epitomising some of its greatest periods.   

Eleven maps, period by period, bring together topographical, archaeological, historical 

and cartographic evidence to present a clear picture of what is known of the city 

through time.  The remarkable 1852 Ordnance Survey plan of York – originally at the 

huge scale of five feet to one statute mile – is here beautifully re-drawn, enhanced to 

show both surviving and lost medieval and post-medieval buildings of importance, and 

presented at the scale of 1:2500. It is used as the base for all the period maps. The 

period maps are supplemented by others which show York in its regional, geological, 

and topographical settings, and there are special maps of York's 19th century parishes 

and wards. 

A substantial scholarly gazetteer explains every name on the maps, ancient or modern, 

and for each map there is an introductory essay by specialist authors: Patrick Ottaway 

(Roman York), Richard Hall and Ailsa Mainman (Anglian York; Anglo-Scandinavian 

York), David Palliser and Sarah Rees-Jones (York 1066-1272 and 1272-1536), and 

William Sheils (York 1536-1840 and York since 1840) .   

Nine sheets of plates present numerous illustrations, from the earliest medieval images 

of York through reproductions of early maps, plans and views of the city and its 

structures to the latest aerial records. 

The York Volume of the British Historic Towns Atlas has been prepared as a joint 

project by the Historic Towns Trust and the York Archaeological Trust and should 

prove a definitive cartographic resource for York for the foreseeable future.  
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Offa's Dyke 
By Keith Ray and Ian Bapty 
 

Key Features: 

· First comprehensive book on Offa's Dyke for over 50 years 

 

· Attractively produced with lots of colour illustrations and maps 

 

· Will be of great interest to a wide range of historians, archaeologists and 

general readers 
 

The massive ancient earthwork that provides the sole  commemoration of an 

extraordinary Anglo-Saxon king and that  gives its name to one of our most popular 

contemporary  national walking trails remains an enigma. Despite over a  century of 

study, we still do not fully understand how or why  Britain's largest linear monument 

was built, and in recent years,  the views of those who have studied the Dyke have 

diverged even  as to such basic questions as its physical extent and date of  

construction. 

  

 

 

 This book provides a fresh perspective on the creation of Offa's  Dyke arising from 

over a decade of study and of conservation  practice by its two authors. It also provides 

a new appreciation  of the specifically Mercian and English political context of its  

construction. The authors first summarise what is known about the  Dyke from 

archaeology and history and review the debates  surrounding its form and purpose. 

They then set out a systematic  approach to understanding the design and construction 

of the  massive linear bank and ditch that has come to stand proxy for  the Anglo-

Welsh border. What can currently be deduced about the  build qualities of the Dyke are 

then summarised from the authors'  recent (and newly intricate) study of details of its 

localised  form and construction and its landscape setting. The authors  meanwhile also 

explain Offa's Dyke as an instrument of late  8th-century Mercian statecraft and the 

imperial ambitions of  Offa himself. 

 

About the Author: 
Ian Bapty is an archaeologist and the Industrial Heritage Support Officer for England. 
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