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Malaita 
By Ben Burt 

 
Malaita traces the history and culture of a Pacific island from the 19th to 21st centuries 
through over 600 images drawn from the archives of the British Museum and public 
and private photographic collections around the world. This book explores Malaita as 
it was represented to the wider world through photographs, artefacts, maps and 
drawings over a period of 150 years. Malaitans have been portrayed as exotic natives 
and migrant workers, as Christian converts and colonial subjects, and as ordinary 
people leading a distinctive way of life in a rapidly changing society. The colonisation 
of Malaita through the work of missions, government and business in the early 
twentieth century, the upheavals of the Second World War and the economic and 
political developments that followed were documented in thousands of photos. 
Thousands more were made by anthropologists researching detailed studies of local 
culture in the second half of the 20th century.  As Malaitans migrated to neighbouring 
Guadalcanal to participate in the commercial development of Solomon Islands, a civil 
conflict in the early 21st century was followed by renewed efforts to build upon their 
ancestral culture for the peaceful development of their island. This book is an image-
led and accessible narrative that provides fascinating new insights into the history of a 
Pacific island and will be an essential reference for researchers, students and general 
readers with an interest in the anthropology and history of Melanesia and the Pacific 
Islands. 
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Legalizing Plural Marriage 
By Mark Goldfeder 

 
Polygamous marriages are currently recognized in nearly fifty countries worldwide. 
Although polygamy is technically illegal in the United States, it is practiced by 
members of some religious communities and a growing number of other "poly" groups. 
In the radically changing and increasingly multicultural world in which we live, the 
time has come to define polygamous marriage and address its legal feasibilities. 
 
Although Mark Goldfeder does not argue the right or wrong of plural marriage, he 
maintains that polygamy is the next step - after same-sex marriage - in the development 
of U.S. family law. Providing a road map to show how such legalization could be 
handled, he explores the legislative and administrative arguments which demonstrate 
that plural marriage is not as farfetched - or as far off - as we might think. Goldfeder 
argues not only that polygamy is in keeping with the legislative values and freedoms of 
the United States, but also that it would not be difficult to manage or administrate 
within our current legal system. His legal analysis is enriched throughout with 
examples of plural marriage in diverse cultural and historical contexts. 
 
Tackling the issue of polygamy in the United States from a legal perspective, this book 
will engage anyone interested in constitutional law, family law, or criminal law, along 
with sociologists and those who study gender and culture in modern times. 
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Six Remarkable Hull-House Women 
By Ruth Bobick 

 
Industrialization, an influx of immigrant labor, and the spread of city slums, together 
with a lack of opportunity for the first generation of college women, contributed to the 
rise of social settlements. Hull-House brought help and hope to impoverished workers, 
while providing employment for residents through such services as a kindergarten, 
evening classes, music school, and gymnasium. Confronted with the harsh living 
conditions of neighboring women and children, settlement reformers turned first to the 
city, then to state and federal legislatures. No more admirable women could have been 
assembled in the struggle for social justice than the six of Jane Addams, Julia Lathrop, 
Florence Kelley, Alice Hamilton, and Grace and Edith Abbott. 
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Minor Buddhist Text - part 1 
By Giuseppe Tucci 

 
We don't even know his real name, only the appellative by which he was designated: 
Buddha, "the awakened one". At the centre of this research, conducted by great expert 
on Buddhism and Oriental religions, Giuseppe Tucci, is the mystery surrounding the 
life of Buddha, his fame and the achievements of his acolytes. The work here presented 
contains Sanskrit, Chinese and Tibetan texts, each with a summary, introduction, 
captions and other key tools in English. It reveals the depth and humanity of a 
philosophy and practice central still now all over the world, and whose origins are lost 
in the mists of time.  
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Preliminary Report on Two Scientific Expeditions in 

Nepal 
By Giuseppe Tucci 

 
Even Tucci, who has made five or six expeditions in Nepal, thought it was a difficult 
country. During these expeditions, made for scientific purposes, Tucci found raucous 
joy in the bazaars, but also latent anxieties and negative omens in every shape or 
symbol. Thus, in "Between Jungles and Pagodas", he wrote that "Nepal is one of the 
most diverse and complex countries in Asia: rich in colour, but also in suffering." 
Under the splendour of temples' golden domes, chapels have no windows and mystery 
is kept locked behind closed doors. A precious book, in which a great anthropologist 
and scholar of Oriental studies glimpses, in the Nepal of the 1950s, all the 
contradictions and ambiguities of this most elusive country. 
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Eight human skulls in a dung heap and more 
Ritual practice in the terp region of the northern Netherlands 600 BC - 
AD 300 
By A. Nieuwhof 
 
 
 
The study of ritual practice in the past is an accepted part of archaeological research 
these days. Yet, its theoretical basis is still not fully mature. This book aims at making 
a contribution to the study of ritual practice inthe past by assembling a theoretical 
framework, which is tailored to the needs of archaeology, and which helps to identity 
and interpret the remains of rituals in thepast. This framework is applied in a special 
archaeological region: the coastal area of the northern Netherlands, a former salt marsh 
area. In the past, people lived here on artificial dwelling mounds, so-called terps. 
Preservation conditions are excellent in this wetland area. This study makes use of the  
well-preserved remains of rituals in terps, to examine the role of ritual practice in the 
societies of the pre-Roman and Roman Iron Age in this area. 
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