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Archaeology for the People 
Edited by John Cherry and Felipe Rojas 
 

Key Features: 

· Eleven papers that offer a taste of the global reach and relevance of 

archaeology 

 

· Includes a stunning photo essay from Sudan 

 

· Show what archaeology can offer to a popular audience 

 
In 2014, the Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World organized an 

international writing competition calling for accessible and engaging essays about any 

aspect of archaeology. Nearly 150 submissions from over two dozen countries were 

received. Archaeology for the People gathers the best of those entries. Their diverse 

topics-from the destruction of historic, urban gardens in contemporary Istanbul to the 

fall of the ancient Maya city- offer a taste of the global reach and relevance of 

archaeology. Their main common trait, however, is that they prove that archaeology 

can offer much more to a general audience than Indiana Jones or aliens building 

pyramids. All of the articles collected in this book combine sophisticated analysis of an 

exciting archeological problem with prose geared at a non-specialized audience. This 

book also offers a series of reflections on how and why to engage in dialogues about 

archaeology with people who are not specialists. These include a stunning photo-essay 

that captures the challenges of life at an archaeological site in northern Sudan, 

interviews with a number of leading archaeologists who have successfully written 

about archaeology for a broad public or who are actively engaged in practicing 

archaeology beyond academia, and a discussion of the experience of teaching a 

Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) about archaeology to over 40,000 students. 

This book should be of interest to anyone who has wondered how and why to write 

about archaeology for people other than archaeologists. 
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Ancient Fortifications 
Edited by Silke Muth, Peter Schneider, Mike Schnelle and Peter De 

Staebler 

 
 

Key Features: 

· Compendium and guide to research on fortifications in the ancient 

Mediterranean 

 

· Copiously illustrated throughout 

 
Dedicated to the investigation of fortifications as important and integral elements of 

ancient built space, the present volume results from the activity of the German based 

international research network Fokus Fortifikation. Ancient Fortifications in the 

Eastern Mediterranean and is intended as a guide to research on ancient fortifications 

and a source of inspiration for new research. 

 

Ancient city walls and other fortification structures have long been underestimated. 

Since the early years of the 21st century, research on ancient fortifications has 

experienced an international boom, particularly amongst young researchers. They 

approached the study of fortifications with fresh ideas and new aims, and felt the need 

to discuss the problems and potentials of these monuments and to develop harmonised 

research methods and objectives. The outcome is the present bilingual (English and 

German) book, which offers a condensed view of the network's extended 

conversations. The goal is not so much to offer an overview on the development of 

ancient fortifications, but rather to present versatile and diverse approaches to their 

research and interpretation and to serve as a kick-off for a new understanding of this 

category of ancient buildings. 

 

The book is divided into two parts: the first part includes 12 chapters on methods of 

interpretation, documentation, and field project organisation; the systematic description 

and presentation of fortifications; the'building experience'; masonry forms and 

techniques; defensive, symbolic, and urbanistic functions and aspects; on fortifications 

in written sources, the visual arts, and as a historical source; and on regional and rural 

fortifications, and regionally confined phenomena. Part two is a catalogue that offers 

exemplary presentations of fortifications studied by network members; it is arranged in 

four sections: regions, sites, architectural elements and architectural details. 

 

The book is Volume 1 in the new series Fokus Fortifikation Studies. Volume 2 in the 

series, Focus on Fortification: New Research on Fortifications in the Ancient 

Mediterranean and the Near East (Oxbow Books), the proceedings of an international 

conference held in Athens in December 2012, will also appear in 2015. 
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Tripillia 
 Megasites and European Prehistory 4100-3400 BCE. 

Edited by Johannes Muller, Knut Rassmann and Mikhail Videiko 

 
Ignored for many years, the archaeology of the Tripillia/Tripolye sites found in modern 

Ukraine and Moldova can make important contributions to a discussion of scale and 

settlement nucleation in prehistoric Eurasia and to the interpretation of how such 

massive agglomerations may have functioned. The Tripillia group of over 30 'mega-

sites' cover areas of over 100 ha in some cases, while the largest (Talljanky, at 340ha) 

is as large as the Early Bronze Age Near Eastern city at Uruk. These are the largest 

settlements in 4th millennium Europe.  This volume assesses the role of the Tripillia 

mega-sites in the debate over urban origins; and sets the mega-sites in a comparative 

framework of urban origins in Europe and the Aegean.  
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Alpha v1 (2013) 
By Alvin P. Cohen and Edited by Glenn S. Holland and E. Bruce Brooks 

 
Alpha is an annual repository for leading-edge research in the New Testament and 

related texts, and the historical development which the texts imply. Like its older sister 

journal Warring States Papers, it has a central focus on the methodology of text-based 

historical research, and includes examples of the application of basic historical and 

philological methods to texts in other traditions, including Chinese and Homeric Greek. 

 

In the past, the early Christian texts have been approached theologically, rather than as 

historical sources. Christian history has been seen as fully realized in Paul, and all 

other viewpoints are dismissed as later heresies. But many of the NT texts give hints of 

a prePauline Christianity, the thing Paul began by persecuting. The work of the Project 

leads to an unexpectedly full picture of that pattern of early belief and practice. It is this 

to which we have given the name Alpha Christianity. It turns out to be remarkably 

close to what many contemporary Christians actually live. 

 

Volume 1 (cover date 2013) includes work of Project principals and others through 

2012, but delays in printing have made it possible to include some papers of later date. 

Highlights of Volume 1 include: 

 

    Gospel Trajectories 

 

    Three Iliad Interpolations 

 

    The Epistle of Jacob 

 

    Mark at Perga 

 

    Luke's Parable of the Canny Steward 

 

    Acts-Luke 

 

    Judas Armed and Dangerous 
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