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Close to the Loop 
By Mike Luke 

 
The investigations have produced evidence for 6,000 years of landscape and settlement 

evolution. Perhaps the most striking result is the evidence for continuity, rather than 

discontinuity, in the development of the landscape. The act of defining chronological 

periods, while essential in describing past human society, does tend to accentuate 

discontinuity. This applies both to individual monuments - some on the Biddenham 

Loop played a major part in people's lives for many generations - and to the wider 

landscape itself. The Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments were incorporated into the 

middle Bronze Age field systems and some were still used for the burial of the dead. 

Continued use of these fields into the middle Iron Age and even the Romano-British 

period is clearly evidenced by the way in which later farmsteads were set up on their 

periphery. The positioning of the main early Iron Age pit alignment across the 

Biddenham Loop has elements of both discontinuity and continuity. It does 'cut' a 

number of ditched boundaries but does so at the corners of fields, so that over the 

majority of its course it crosses unenclosed land between two separate middle Bronze 

Age field systems. For the Roman–Saxon transition it is significant that the majority of 

the evidence for early Saxon settlement occurs in the vicinity of Romano-British 

settlements. 
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Down By The River 
Archaeological, Palaeoenvironmental and Geoarchaeological 

Investigations of The Suffolk River Valleys 

By Benjamin Gearey, Henry Chapman and Andy Howard 
 

Key Features: 

· Major series of palaeoenvironmental and geoarchaeological studies of the 

Suffolk river valley floodplains backed by radiocarbon dating and 

assessment of preservation and conservation. 

 

· First synthesis of the timing, pattern and process of fluvial development, 

human activity and landscape change during the Holocene of the region 

including constrcution and use of Iron Age post alignment structures. 

 

· Discusses and evaluates sampling and analysis techniques employed in the 

study and their applicability to other similar environmental research 
 

Whilst East Anglia has long been known as a key area for the preservation of important 

Palaeolithic archaeological and palaeoenvironmental deposits, relatively little study of 

the Holocene record has previously been carried out. This series of detailed studies 

presents the results of palaeoenvironmental, archaeological and geoarchaeological 

investigations focused on the Post-Glacial record preserved in the valleys of the 

Suffolk rivers. Five floodplain sites (Beccles, Hoxne, Hengrave, Ixworth and Brandon) 

were cored for palaeoenvironmental assessment, further sampling and radiocarbon 

dating and the resulrs are described. In addition, a summary is presented of the results 

of palaeoenvironmental and geoarchaeological investigations carried out as part of 

archaeological mitigation associated with commercial developments. Together, the 

results demonstrate the largely untapped research potential of the Suffolk river valleys 

and provide hypotheses concerning the timing, pattern and process of fluvial 

development, human activity and landscape change during the Holocene. Bank 

realignment work at Beccles in the lower Waveney Valley resulted in the discovery of 

three late prehistoric wetland archaeological sites at Beccles, Barsham and Geldeston. 

These each consisted of triple alignments of timber posts constructed across the 

floodplain during the later Iron Age, with evidence for continuing activity in the 

Romano-British period. The final chapter presents a summary of the current state of 

knowledge of Holocene environmental change and the archaeological record in 

Suffolk. The possible form and function of the Waveney timber alignment structures is 

discussed and compared to other similar sites from around the United Kingdom. It is 

suggested that these structures may have acted to delineate routeways to, from and 

across the river and also as territorial markers associated with river travel, both local 

and perhaps into the southern North Sea. A discussion of specific techniques employed 

during the work at Beccles, including the trialing of a novel geophysical approach at 

the site and 3-D digital recording of the timbers is presented and the volume concludes 

with a brief summary of research questions for future palaeoenvironmental and 

archaeological study.  
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