
 
 
 

 
Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 
Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 
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BINDING: Hardback 
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PUBLICATION DATE: 
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NOT FOR SALE: 
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The Selected Letters of John Cage 
By John Cage, Edited by Laura Kuhn and Laura Kuhn 
 
This selection of over five hundred letters gives us the life of John Cage with all the 
intelligence, wit, and inventiveness that made him such an important and 
groundbreaking composer and performer. The missives range from lengthy reports of 
his early trips to Europe in the 1930s through his years with the dancer Merce 
Cunningham, and shed new light on his growing eminence as an iconic performance 
artist of the American avant-garde. Cage's joie de vivre resounds in these letters - fully 
annotated throughout - in every phase of his career, and includes correspondence with 
Peter Yates, David Tudor, and Pierre Boulez, among others. Above all, they reveal his 
passionate interest in people, ideas, and the arts. The voice is one we recognize from 
his writings: singular, profound, irreverent, and funny. Not only will readers take 
pleasure in Cage's correspondence with and commentary about the people and events 
of a momentous and transformative time in the arts, they will also share in his 
meditations on the very nature of art. A deep pleasure to read, this volume presents an 
extraordinary portrait of a complex, brilliant man who challenged and changed the 
artistic currents of the twentieth century. 
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ISBN: 978-1-61168-847-4 
 
BINDING: Paperback 
 
PRICE: £34.00 
 
PUBLISHER: Dartmouth College 
Press 
 
PAGES: 336 
 
PUBLICATION DATE: 
January 5, 2016 
 
READER INTERESTS: 
Early Modern & Modern Humanities & 
Cultures/Language & Literature 
 
NOT FOR SALE: 
CA, MX, US 
 
OTHER FORMATS AVAILABLE: 
Hardback, 9781611688467, £64 

American Studies as Transnational Practice 
Edited by Yuan Shu and Donald E. Pease 
 
This wide-ranging collection brings together an eclectic group of scholars to reflect 
upon the transnational configurations of the field of American studies and how these 
have affected its localizations, epistemological perspectives, ecological imaginaries, 
and politics of translation. The volume seeks both to elaborate on the causes of the 
transnational paradigm shift in American studies and to describe the material changes 
that this new paradigm has effected during the past two decades. The contributors hail 
from a variety of postcolonial, transoceanic, hemispheric, and post-national positions 
and sensibilities, enabling them to theorize a "crossroads of cultures" explanation of 
transnational American studies that moves beyond the multicultural studies model. 
 
Offering a rich and rewarding mix of essays and case studies, this collection will 
satisfy a broad range of students and scholars. 
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PUBLICATION DATE: 
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READER INTERESTS: 
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The Racial Imaginary of the Cold War Kitchen 
By Kate A. Baldwin 
 
This book demonstrates the ways in which the kitchen - the centerpiece of domesticity 
and consumerism - was deployed as a recurring motif in the ideological and 
propaganda battles of the Cold War. Beginning with the famous Nixon - Khrushchev 
kitchen debate, Baldwin shows how Nixon turned the kitchen into a space of exception, 
while contemporary writers, artists, and activists depicted it as a site of cultural 
resistance. Focusing on a wide variety of literature and media from the United States 
and the Soviet Union, Baldwin reveals how the binary logic at work in Nixon's 
discourse - setting U.S. freedom against Soviet totalitarianism - erased the histories of 
slavery, gender subordination, colonialism, and racial genocide. The Racial Imaginary 
of the Cold War Kitchen treats the kitchen as symptomatic of these erasures, 
connecting issues of race, gender, and social difference across national boundaries. 
 
This rich and rewarding study - embracing the literature, film, and photography of the 
era - will appeal to a broad spectrum of scholars. 
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Agnès Varda Unlimited 
Edited by Marie-Claire Barnet 
 
In her ever-evolving career, the legendary filmmaker Agnès Varda has gone from 
being a photographer at the Avignon festival in the late 1940s, through being a director 
celebrated at the Cannes festival (Cléo de 5 à 7, 1962), to her more ironic self-
proclaimed status as a 'jeune artiste plasticienne'. She has recently staged mixed-media 
projects and exhibitions all over the world from Paris (2006) to Los Angeles (2013-14). 
Agnès Varda Unlimited: Image, Music, Media reconsiders the legacy and potential of 
Varda's radical tour de force cinématique, as seen in the 22-DVD 'definitive' Tout(e) 
Varda, and her enduring artistic presence. These essays discuss not just when, but also 
how and why, Varda's renewed artistic forms have ignited with such creative force, and 
have been so inspiring an influence. The volume concludes with two remarkable 
interviews: one with Varda herself, and another a rare contribution from the leading 
actress of Cléo de 5 à 7, Corinne Marchand. 
 
 
About the Author: 
Marie-Claire Barnet is Senior Lecturer in French at Durham University. 
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Rewriting Les Mystères de Paris 
The Mystères Urbains and the Palimpsest 
By Amy Wigelsworth 
 
Key works of popular fiction are often rewritten to capitalise on their success. But what 
are the implications of this rewriting process? Such is the question addressed by this 
detailed study of several rewritings of Eugène Sue's Mystères de Paris (1842-43), 
produced in the latter half of the nineteenth century, in response to the phenomenal 
success of Sue's archetypal urban mystery. Pursuing a compelling analogy between city 
and text, and exploring the resonance of the palimpsest trope to both, Amy 
Wigelsworth argues that the mystères urbains are exemplary rewritings, which shed 
new light on contemporary reading and writing practices, and emerge as early avatars 
of a genre still widely consumed and enjoyed in the 21st century. 
Amy Wigelsworth completed her PhD at Durham University. She currently holds a 
part-time lectureship in French at the Sheffield Business School (Sheffield Hallam 
University), and also teaches French at the University of York. 
 
About the Author: 
Amy Wigelsworth completed her PhD at Durham University. She currently holds a 
part-time lectureship in French at the Sheffield Business School (Sheffield Hallam 
University), and also teaches French at the University of York. 
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The Rhetoric of Exile 
Duress and the Imagining of Force 
By Vladimir Vladimir Zoric 
 
The Rhetoric of Exile explores the rhetorical construction of force in indirect exile and 
in literary responses to it. Between banishment, a compulsory exile, and expatriation, a 
voluntary one, many legal systems have allowed for a third model. Such an exile is 
pragmatic and ambiguous in nature: the degree of compulsion is never explicitly 
defined, but all agents involved understand that it is real. As far back as the Roman 
Republic, there have been exiles who felt considerable duress but could not pin it down 
to any specific legal document or judicial decision, and these victims of silent 
persecution are all the more likely to brood on the elusive force over them, and to 
recreate it by imaginative means. What is displaced and hidden in law – force as 
metonymy - returns as a potent and condensed image in literature - force as metaphor. 
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A Kind of Endlessness 
By Donald Britton and Edited by Reginald Shepherd, Philip Clark and 
Other Douglas Crase 
 
Described as "dazzling" by Edmund White and as a poet "who has The Gift and 
delivers The Goods" by Kenward Elmslie, Donald Britton published just one book of 
poetry, Italy, before his death from AIDS in 1994. A Kind of Endlessness: The 
Selected Poems of Donald Britton reprints Italy alongside previously unpublished and 
uncollected poems to display the full range of Britton's fresh, vivid language and subtle 
humor. It is poetry by turns glamorous, wistful, intellectual, and elegant, the sharp-eyed 
observations of a penetrating mind lost to the world too soon. 
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E Porno, tem porno? 
Panorama of Brazilian Porn  
Edited by Mariana Baltar 
 
Key Features: 

· A unique contribution to Porn Studies due to its specific intake focusing 

on Brazilian Porn 

 

· The articles in the book represent an historical, analitical and political 

account on a particular field and market that are 

 

· not well known to European and North American audiences 

 

· The articles presented in this book are more than a survey of the history 

of Brazilian Porn, they are also a statement of a theoretical, political and 

historical field of studies that has been developing within the last decade 
 
E Pornô, tem pornô? represents a panorama of both Brazilian Porn Industry and 
studies. From the early Pornochanchadas' productions – that were more erotical than 
explicitly pornographical, playing with a highly sexualized culture and flair for the 
sarcastical and comical – to the contemporary ambience of the netporn; with its 
amateur performanes and selfpornifications. The articles presented in this book are 
more than a survey of the history of Brazilian Porn, they are also a statement of a 
theoretical, political and historical field of studies that has been developing within the 
last decade. The feminine issues in Brazilian Porn are stressed by most of the articles 
of the book, focusing on a case study of the Women in Prision films - a subgenre that 
was very popular during late 1970s and begining of the 1980s. This panorama 
represents an important and groundbreaking mapping of a peculiar and popular domain 
of productions as well as theoretical and political field of studies. 
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Aesthetic Resistance and Dis-Interest 
Things Which Will Not Allow Themselves to be Said 
By John Steppling 
 
As the institutionalization of the avant-garde took place, postmodern theory both 
reacted to and helped create the forces that eroded reason and even taste, labelled them 
quaint in the name of a postmodern theory, at the same time that mass commodity form 
was inscribing exchange value on all work of the imagination. In fact, the reality is that 
the system, the society of domination has enclosed discourse in such a way that, 
coupled to new social media and electronic platforms, all radical, all working class or 
under class voices are pre vetted or erased, and only the most craven corporate 
financialized kitsch is validated. The collusion of galleries, collectors and curators, 
following the model of studio film and network TV, has equated popularity with 
quality. The problem then is to recuperate something of the lost radical conscience of 
art and culture. There is now an amnesia about the prehistory of society, of our own 
psyches, and of the imagination. The colonizing of consciousness has rendered the 
imagination of the west atrophied and almost inert. All art is a recreation of our own 
psychic formation (mimesis) as well as being shaped by its 'otherness', by a 
purposelessness. All stories are crime stories, all stories are about exile, and all stories 
are about homesickness. And all art contains a narrative. For only by having no 
purpose can the artwork posit the direction to which society must look to create 
an 'other' or elsewhere. To retain something of that utopian promise that is foundational 
in culture. The world is being dis-enchanted. The Utopian promise is not kept. 
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PUBLICATION DATE: 
January 31, 2016 
 
READER INTERESTS: 
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Women Villains and Double Agents in Spy Fiction in 

English Literature 
Edited by Carmen Concilio 
 
Key Features: 

· This collection of essays offers a varied and new range of readings of some 

of the British classics of the spy fiction genre. 

 

· Attention to psychology, gender issues and a wider perspective including 

tv series and film studies provide originality to this work. The book is 

aimed at an audience of academic scholars, students, and also the wider 

public, intrigued by such plots. 
 
The aim of this collection of essays is to explore "negative characters" in espionnage 
narratives of some of the most esteemed English writers, such as Conrad, Maugham, 
Ambler, Greene, Fleming, MacEwan, among others. The role of women will be 
analysed, in particular with the figure of Mata Hari, so as to provide a gender 
perspective on women as villains and /or double agents. The relationship between 
literature and film studies will also be considered in a comparative approach. 
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William Parker 
By Marcello Lorrai 
 
This book collects a series of conversations between William Parker and Marcello 
Lorrai, an Italian journalist based in Milan. Parker's life, musical vision and 
experiences are the focus of these conversations, spanning the whole African American 
jazz scene. The book also features more than 30 original black-and-white portraits by 
Italian jazz photographer Luciano Rossetti.  
  
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 
Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
ISBN: 978-88-98599-52-3 
 
BINDING: Paperback 
 
PRICE: £16.00 
 
PUBLISHER: Mimesis International 
 
PAGES: 330 
 
PUBLICATION DATE: 
January 31, 2016 
 
READER INTERESTS: 
Early Modern & Modern Humanities & 
Cultures/Cultural Studies/Music 
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Outside music, Inside voices 
By Garrison Fewell 
 
"Outside Music, Inside Voices", supported by a Faculty Fellowship grant from the 
Berklee College of Music, was edited by the jazz writer Ed Hazell and by Evelyn 
Rosenthal, former director of Harvard University Museum Publications. The 330-page 
book includes a foreword written by Ed Hazell; extensive notations in the footnotes of 
the author's introduction; individual biographies of each artist and the author; 30 
brilliant black-and-white photographs of each artist, taken by Luciano Rossetti. As 
Herbie Hancock noted in his endorsement, "Garrison Fewell has written a brilliant 
reflection on creativity and spirituality, delving into the deep relationship between 
these two subjects that spark the explorations of many pioneers in avant-garde jazz 
music. The level of detail here is so compelling that it encourages much more than just 
a single reading of this book."  
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Strategies of Noise 
By Martina Raponi 
 
To live means to enter into circles of mediation between subject and object. These 
mediations imply filters and prejudices, they cause disturbances and interferences, they 
determine accumulations, they require attention and discernment. This research 
analyses the concept of noise, but also explores the reasons why we find fascination 
and attraction to such phenomenon.  
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Demetrio Stratos 
By Claudio Chianura 
 
Demetrio Stratos (1945-1979) was one of the most original and popular singers in the 
1970s. His voice has interpreted Artaud's theatre, beat music, the jazz rock of Area and 
the mesostics of John Cage, who was one of the major architects of his international 
consecration. Although he died prematurely at the age of 34, Stratos still lives in terms 
of enormous popularity in countries like Italy, Spain, Brasil and Japan. This book is the 
story of a unique figure, from the inception to its dramatic epilogue.    
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Tango 
By Marco Brunamonti 
 
The charm of tango knows no bounds, nor linguistic borders. Anyone who is willing to 
embrace its magic, all of a sudden is left smitten. This book intends to explore all the 
musical compositions of such cultural phenomenon, able to capture multitudes of 
dancers in every corner of the world. Dancing styles, major composers and interpreters, 
historical orchestras and one of the most updated studies on the phenomenon of New 
Tango: as it discusses all of these, this book is a must for any aficionados of tango.  
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Middle English Romances in Translation 
Amis and Amiloun | Athelston | Floris and Blancheflor | Havelok the 
Dane | King Horn | Sir Degare 
By Kenneth Eckert 
 
The popular romances of medieval England are fantasy stories of love at first sight; 
brave knights seeking adventure; evil stewards; passionate, lusty women; hand-to-hand 
combat; angry dragons; and miracles. They are not only fun but indicate a great deal 
about the ideals and values of the society they were written in. Yet the genre of Middle 
English romance has only recently begun to attain critical respectability, dismissed as 
vayn carpynge in its own age and generally treated by twentieth-century critics as a 
junk-food form of medieval literature. Chaucer's Tale of Sir Thopas has been assumed 
to be a satire of the romances' clichéd formulas and unskilled authors. But the 
romances evidently enjoyed popularity among all English classes, and the genre itself 
continued to flourish and evolve down to present-day novels and movies. Whatever 
Chaucer and his contemporaries thought of romances, they would have needed some 
personal familiarity with the stories and texts for comic tales such as Sir Thopas to be 
understood. 
 
A century ago, Beowulf faced the same problem that the Middle English romances still 
face: no modern translations were published because few had heard of the poem- 
because there were no modern translations published. Where the romances have been 
printed, they have normally been reproduced as critical editions in their original 
language, or translated into heavily abridged children's versions, but few have been 
published as scholarly close line translations with notes. This book is an attempt to 
remedy this by making some of these romances available to the student or lay reader 
who lacks specialized knowledge of Middle English, with the hope that a clearer 
understanding of the poems will encourage not only enjoyment but also further study. 
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