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Bones and Identity 
Zooarchaeological Approaches to Reconstructing Social and Cultural 

Landscapes in Southwest Asia 

Edited by Nimrod Marom, Reuven Yeshuran, Lior Weissbrod and Guy 

Bar-Oz 

 
Seventeen papers demonstrate how zooarchaeologists engage with questions of identity 

through culinary references, livestock husbandry practices and land use. Contributions 

combine hitherto unpublished zooarchaeological data from regions straddling a wide 

geographic expanse between Greece in the West and India in the East and spanning a 

time range from the latest part of the Palaeolithic to the Middle Ages. The vitality of a 

hands-on approach to data presentation and interpretation carried out primarily at the 

level of the individual site – the arena of research providing the bread and butter of 

zooarchaeological work conducted in southwest Asia – is demonstrated. Among the 

themes explored are shifting identities of late hunter-gatherers through interactions 

with settled agrarian societies; the management of camp sites by early complex hunter-

gatherers; processes of assimilation of Roman culinary practices among Egyptian 

elites; and the propagation of medieval pilgrim identity through the use of seashell 

insignia. A wealth of new data is discussed and a wide variety of applications of 

analytical approaches are applied to particular case studies within the framework of 

social and contextual zooarchaeology. The volume constitutes the proceedings of the 

11th meeting of the ICAZ Working Group - Archaeozoology of Southwestern Asia and 

Adjacent Areas (ASWA).  
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Creating Material Worlds 
The Uses of Identity in Archaeology 

Edited by Louisa Campbell, Adrián Maldonado, Elizabeth Pierce and 

Anthony Russell 
 

Key Features: 

· Critical review of current applications of identity theory to the study of 

past communities 

 

· Presents case studies to demonstrate the variety of ways in which 

archaeology is redefining identity 

 

· Wide geographical and temporal span 

 
Despite a growing literature on identity theory in the last two decades, much of its 

current use in archaeology is still driven toward locating and dating static categories 

such as 'Phoenician', 'Christian' or 'native'. Previous studies have highlighted the 

various problems and challenges presented by identity, with the overall effect of 

deconstructing it to insignificance. As the humanities and social sciences turn to 

material culture, archaeology provides a unique perspective on the interaction between 

people and things over the long term. This volume argues that identity is worth 

studying not despite its slippery nature, but because of it. Identity can be seen as an 

emergent property of living in a material world, an ongoing process of becoming which 

archaeologists are particularly well suited to study. The geographic and temporal scale 

of the papers included is purposefully broad to demonstrate the variety of ways in 

which archaeology is redefining identity. Research areas span from the Great Lakes to 

the Mediterranean, with case studies from the Mesolithic to the contemporary world by 

emerging voices in the field. The volume contains a critical review of theories of 

identity by the editors, as well as a response and afterword by A. Bernard Knapp. 
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Insight from Innovation 
New Light on Archaeological Ceramics 

Edited by Emilie Sibbesson, Ben Jervis and Sarah Coxon 

 
This collection of papers is presented in honour of Professor David Peacock's many 

and lasting contributions to archaeological ceramic studies. Building on Professor 

Peacock's legacy of inventive approaches, the volume contains some of the most 

exciting developments currently taking place within archaeological ceramic studies, 

including cutting-edge provenanceing techniques, computer-aided visualisations, and 

contemporary craft and design perspectives. Pottery is approached not as an end to 

itself but as a vehicle for addressing a wide range of archaeological questions, and the 

papers thereby demonstrate that ceramic studies represent one of the frontiers in 

modern-day archaeology. Developing new techniques and finding new uses for old 

ones open up avenues for research which will enrich our understanding of past 

societies across the world and through all periods. The volume closes with two 

thought-provoking papers; one from a ceramic artist and the other reflecting upon the 

role of ceramic studies in the various sectors of contemporary archaeological practice. 
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Shades of Green 
An Environmental and Cultural History of Sitka Spruce 

By Ruth Tittensor 
 

Key Features: 

· First major study of the importance of Sitka spruce in North America 

and the British Isles in landscape, cultural and  economic terms 

 

· Discusses how Sitka spruce plantations will develop recognisable 

ecological features including the potential to form temperate rainforests 

 

· Demonstrates the economic importance of Sitka spruce and discusses how 

the general public fail to recognise the link between growing trees and the 

many bought goods that are derived from its products 
 

This book takes a fresh look at the most disliked tree in Britain and Ireland, explaining 

the reasons it was introduced and why it became ubiquitous in the archipelagos of 

north-west Europe. 

Sitka spruce has contributed to the Pacific Coast landscapes of North America for over 

ten millennia. For the Tlingit First Nationit is the most important tree in terms of 

spiritual relationships, art, and products in daily use such as canoes, containers, fish-

traps and sweet cakes. Since the late nineteenth century it has also been the most 

important tree to the timber industry of west coast North America.  

The historical background to the modern use of Sitka spruce is explored. The lack of 

cultural reference may explain negative public response when tree-less uplands in the 

UK and reland were afforested with introduced conifer species, particularly Sitka 

spruce, following two World Wars. The multi-purpose forestry of today recognises that 

Sitka spruce is the most important tree to the timber industry and to a public which 

uses its many products but fails to recognise the link between growing trees and bought 

goods.   

The apparently featureless and wildlife-less Sitka spruce plantations in UK uplands are 

gradually developing recognisable ecological features. Sitka spruce has the potential to 

form temperate rainforests this century as well as to produce much-needed goods for 

society. The major contribution of Sitka spruce to landscapes and livelihoods in 

western North America is, by contrast, widely accepted. But conserving natural, old-

growth forests, sustaining the needs of First Nations, and producing materials for the 

modern timber industry will be an intricate task.  

 

 

About the Author: 
Ruth Tittensor studied botany at Oxford University and woodland ecology and history 

at Edinburgh University. She has since worked on numerous ecology and 

environmental history projects for estates, farmers, residents, small and large 

organisations, cooperaing with archaeologists, historians, archivists and community-

groups on research in Scotland and southern England. 
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Turning Stone to Bread 
A Diachronic Study of Millstone Making in Southern Spain 

By Timothy J. Anderson 

 
Millstone quarries are the sites where hard and abrasive stones were extracted to be 

fashioned into the querns or millstones to grind flour for bread, the staple food of our 

ancestors. These stones equipped the different grinding mechanisms, from the 

Prehistoric hand-driven saddle quern to the sophisticated industrial mills driven by 

wind and water. These little known extraction sites, ubiquitous throughout the 

European landscape, have been largely neglected. This study, focusing on the southern 

half of the Iberian Peninsula, attempts to draw attention to these often spectacular sites 

that merge so well with nature. 
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