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Moving on in Neolithic studies 
Understanding mobile lives 

Edited by Jim Leary and Thomas Kador 
 

Key Features: 

· Presents a series of themed case studies focusing on different aspects of 

the role and importance of mobility among Neolithic communities 

 

· Examines the variety of scale and complexities of movement and mobility 

from everyday individual actions to large-scale population migration 

 

· Considers the movement of people, ideas, animals, objects, and 

information in a Neolithic context 
 

Mobility is a fundamental facet of being human and should be central to archaeology. 

Yet mobility itself and the role it plays in the production of social life, is rarely 

considered as a subject in its own right. This is particularly so with discussions of the 

Neolithic people where mobility is often framed as being somewhere between a 

sedentary existence and nomadic movements. This latest collection of papers from the 

Neolithic Studies Group seminars examines the importance and complexities of 

movement and mobility, whether on land or water, in the Neolithic period. It uses 

movement in its widest sense, ranging from everyday mobilities – the routines and 

rhythms of daily life – to proscribed mobility, such as movement in and around 

monuments, and occasional and large-scale movements and migrations around the 

continent and across seas. Papers are roughly grouped and focus on 'mobility and the 

landscape', 'monuments and mobility', 'travelling by water', and 'materials and 

mobility'. Through these themes the volume considers the movement of people, ideas, 

animals, objects, and information, and uses a wide range of archaeological evidence 

from isotope analysis; artefact studies; lithic scatters and assemblage diversity. 
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Of Odysseys and Oddities 
Scales and modes of interaction between prehistoric Aegean societies and 

their neighbours 

Edited by Barry Molloy 
 

Key Features: 

· Takes a fresh look at how archaeologists consider interaction between 

communities and cultures through various strands of material culture 

analysis 

 

· Discusses the archaeological evidence for cultural interaction at a variety 

of spatial, chronological and social scales  

 

· Sets new research in to material culture studies against recent theoretical 

developments 
 

Of Odysses and Oddities is about scales and modes of interaction in prehistory, 

specifically between societies on both sides of the Aegean and with their nearest 

neighbours overland to the north and east. The 17 contributions reflect on tensions at 

the core of how we consider interaction in archaeology, particularly the motivations 

and mechanisms leading to social and material encounters or displacements. Linked to 

this are the ways we conceptualise spatial and social entities in past societies (scales) 

and how we learn about who was actively engaged in interaction and how and why 

they were (modes). The papers provide a broad chronological, spatial and material 

range but, taken together, they critically address many of the ways that scales and 

modes of interaction are considered in archaeological discourse. Ultimately, the 

intention is to foreground material culture analysis in the development of the 

arguments presented within this volume, informed, but not driven, by theoretical 

positions.  
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