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Adult Swim 
By Heather Hartley 

 
From mermaids to lovers to skinny dogs to dervishes, Heather Hartley's second 

collection, Adult Swim, gathers together unlikely characters whose different stories 

explore the connections we share-love, loss, and laughter. Engaging, playful, and often 

with a dark sense of humor, the brutal and beautiful, sensual and spiritual, live side by 

side in poems that shift that from lyric to sonnet to elegy. 
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Hundred-Year Wave 
By Rachel Richardson 

 
In Rachel Richardson's second collection of poems, she juxtaposes the grand quests of 

Ahab and Melville with the quotidian journeys of contemporary life. Hundred-Year 

Wave launches stories of marriage and motherhood over the currents of a nearly 

mythological ancestry: women and men who built their possessions out of iron and 

flour and whalebone and wool.  If reaching back into the past is akin to plumbing a 

depth, then Richardson exhibits the rare abilities of craft to build, from our language, 

vessels light enough to travel on that element, but sturdy enough to weather the storms 

we are likely to find there. 
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John Ruskin's Continental Tour, 1835 
The Written Records and Drawings 

Edited by Keith Hanley and Caroline S. Hull 

 
John Ruskin's training as an interdisciplinary polymath started in childhood. He learned 

to memorise the Bible at his mother's knee and published his first poem aged ten. His 

lifelong fascination with geology found its earliest expression in journal articles from 

the age of fifteen, while his considerable talents as a draughtsman were developed by 

leading drawing masters before he was sixteen. Rather than being a prodigy in one 

particular field, it was his precocious mix of religion, science and art that laid the 

foundations for the fulfilment of his career as a critic of art, architecture and society. 

The cultural tours that he made with his family as he grew up provided the crucial 

focus for these developing interests, and the second extended tour of the Continent in 

1835 at the age of sixteen in particular established the paradigm for his orchestrated 

representation and analysis of cultural experience along 'the old road', though France to 

Chamonix, and through the Swiss Alps to northern Italy as far as Venice. His diary of 

the journey and associated writings, together with the numerous drawings he made in 

relation to it, are annotated and fully catalogued for the first time in this edition that 

includes maps and an introductory essay. 

 

About the Author: 
Keith Hanley is Professor of English Literature at Lancaster University. 
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Adult Swim 
By Heather Hartley 

 
From mermaids to lovers to skinny dogs to dervishes, Heather Hartley's second 

collection, Adult Swim, gathers together unlikely characters whose different stories 

explore the connections we share-love, loss, and laughter. Engaging, playful, and often 

with a dark sense of humor, the brutal and beautiful, sensual and spiritual, live side by 

side in poems that shift that from lyric to sonnet to elegy. 
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Scarecrow 
By Robert Fernandez 

 
Taking Dante and other catalogers of failure and ruin (Baudelaire, Trakl, Rimbaud) as 

its guiding lights, Scarecrow charts situations of extremity and madness: "Are you / 

insistent? Are you dead? / Are you guilty? Has your / name been lifted, a vein / of earth 

from earth?" It also charts the insistence of time's passing and with it the awakening to 

both new and foreclosed possibilities. What will remain for us after the disaster? How 

will we rebuild? To whom will we address ourselves and with what voice? Also a love 

poem, one of desire and hope, Scarecrow aligns a tragic sensibility with a faith in the 

other and in the redemptive power of forgiveness. Within the beauty and strangeness of 

this work rests an imperative that captures the directive of poetry at its best: "Present 

yourself / in the full radiance of captivation." In its mystery and defiance, Robert 

Fernandez's collection does precisely this. An online reader's companion will be 

available at robertfernandezsite.wesleyan.edu. 
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Something Sinister 
By Hayan Charara 

 
These poems grapple with conflicts arising from a world in which the personal, 

political, cultural, and aesthetic are deeply entangled and often troubling. Charara does 

not shy away from the tensions, unease, doubts, regrets, or bafflement of this world; 

and his wide-ranging focus brings together people from all walks of life-a father 

obsessed with the boxer Muhammad Ali; a girl missing since the 1970s; a mother and 

daughter trapped in a submerged vehicle; and a suicide bomber, his witnesses, and 

victims. This collection shows us the mind of an inventive poet undertaking his work 

with careful consideration, authority, and heart. 
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Swastika into Lotus 
By Richard Katrovas 

 
In Swastika into Lotus, Richard Katrovas, a "punk formalist," casts a wary eye on 

poetry, poetry readings, higher education, the UFO cottage industry, organized 

religion, fine dining, climate change denial, and national right-wing politics. The 

book's humor is dark, by turns self-deprecating and fierce, and yet many of the poems 

are unabashed in their assertions of both filial and romantic love. Heaving traditionally 

"formal" verse through a looking glass, Katrovas has produced a book that is not for 

the passive-aggressively "sensitive." 
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The Nomenclature of Small Things 
By Lynn Pedersen 

 
The Nomenclature of Small Things explores grief through the language of science, 

history, and art. From Charles Darwin to Carl Linnaeus, from the passenger pigeon to 

fossil ammonites, each poem seeks to name, to enumerate, to order-to claim a 

particular place for the human creature in a catalog of extinction and loss. 
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The Spokes of Venus 
By Rebecca Morgan Frank 

 
Magicians, wig makers, sculptors, perfumers, choreographers, and composers all help 

conjure the worlds of Frank's second collection, The Spokes of Venus. These poems 

offer a landscape shaped by the tensions between the act of making and the art of 

observing. If music and art are the sisters of poetry, this collection is a chorus-a 

glorious one-of siblings arguing and singing. 
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Translating Myth 
Edited by Pietra Pietra Palazzolo and Ben Ben Pestell 

 
Ever since Odysseus heard tales of his own exploits being retold among strangers, 

audiences and readers have been alive to the complications and questions arising from 

the translation of myth. How are myths taken and carried over into new languages, new 

civilizations, or new media? An international group of scholars is gathered in this 

volume to present diverse but connected case studies which address the artistic and 

political implications of the changing condition of myth – this most primal and 

malleable of forms. 'Translation' is treated broadly to encompass not only literary 

translation, but also the transfer of myth across cultures and epochs. In an age when the 

spiritual world is in crisis, Translating Myth constitutes a timely exploration of myth's 

endurance, and represents a consolidation of the status of myth studies as a discipline 

in its own right. 
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Why the Grateful Dead Matter 
By Michael Benson 

 
In Why the Grateful Dead Matter, veteran writer and lifelong Deadhead Michael 

Benson argues that the Grateful Dead are not simply a successful rock-and-roll band 

but a phenomenon central to American culture. He defends the proposition that the 

Grateful Dead are, in fact, a musical movement as transformative as any -ism in the 

artistic history of this century and the last. And a lot more fun than most.  

 

From the street festivals of Haight-Ashbury to the cross-country acid tests with the 

Merry Pranksters, and from the sound-and-light show at the Great Pyramid at Giza to 

the ecstatic outpouring of joy at Soldier Field in the summer of '15, the Grateful Dead 

have been at the center of American life, music, and karmic flow for fifty years. In 

Why the Grateful Dead Matter, Michael Benson brings it all back to life and makes a 

compelling case for the band's lasting cultural importance. 
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