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Roman Crete: New Perspectives 
Edited by Jane E. Francis and Anna Kouremenos 
 

Key Features: 

· Inter-disciplinary studies into the artefacts, history, inscriptions and 

archaeological evidence for Crete as a Roman province 

 

· Develops a number of themes to demonstrate the economic, cultural and 

iconographic integration of the island into the Roman Empire 

 

· Papers contribute to current academic issues including 

Romanisation/acculturation, climate and landscape studies, regional 

production and distribution and domestic housing, economy and trade 
 

The last several decades have seen a dramatic increase in interest in the Roman period 

on the island of Crete. Ongoing and some long-standing excavations and investigations 

of Roman sites and buildings, intensive archaeological survey of Roman areas, and 

intensive research on artefacts, history, and inscriptions of the island now provide 

abundant data for assessing Crete alongside other Roman provinces. New research has 

also meant a re-evaluation of old data in light of new discoveries, and the history and 

archaeology of Crete is now being rewritten. 

The breadth of topics addressed by the papers in this volume is an indication of Crete's 

vast archaeological potential for contributing to current academic issues such as 

Romanisation/acculturation, climate and landscape studies, regional production and 

distribution, iconographic trends, domestic housing, economy and trade, and the 

transition to the late-Antique era. These papers confirm Crete's place as a fully realised 

participant in the Roman world over the course of many centuries but also position it as 

a newly discovered source of academic inquiry. 
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Nubian Voices II 
 New Texts and Studies on Christian Nubian Culture 

Edited by Grzegorz Ochala, Lajtar Adam and van der Vliet Jacques 

 
The continuation of the 2011 volume entitled Nubian Voices: Studies in Christian 

Nubian Culture brings sixteen new contributions by an international team of specialists 

in literary culture of the Middle Nile Valley. In these articles, the reader will find both 

editions of the so far unpublished written sources from Nubia and Upper Egypt, 

reeditions and reinterpretations of long-known texts, and essays on Christian Nubian 

culture based on the study of its literary production. The contents of the book may be 

of interest not only for scholars specialising in Nubian studies but also for those 

interested in the Christian East in general: a Syriacist will find here the edition of a 

Syriac ostrakon from Qasr Ibrim, an Arabist a study and edition of Copto-Arabic 

scalae, a Greek epigraphist the edition of several funerary stelae, a lingust studies on 

the grammar of Old Nubian language, and many more. 
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Identity of the Diaspora. Jews in Asia Minor in the 

Imperial Period 
By Krystyna Stebnicka 

 
The book is depicting the Jewish Diaspora in the Roman Imperial period 
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Philosophy and the Ancient Novel 
Edited by Marília F. Futre Pinheiro and Silvia Montiglio 

 
The papers assembled in this volume explore a relatively new area in scholarship on 

the ancient novel: the relationship between an ostensibly non-philosophical genre and 

philosophy. This approach opens up several original themes for further research and 

debate. Platonising fiction was popular in the Second Sophistic and it took a variety of 

forms, ranging from the intertextual to the allegorical, and discussions of the origins of 

the novel-genre in antiquity have centred on the role of Socratic dialogue in general 

and Plato's dialogues in particular as important precursors. The papers in this collection 

cover a variety of genres, ranging from the Greek and Roman novels to utopian 

narratives and fictional biographies, and seek by diverse methods to detect 

philosophical resonances in these texts. 
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Holy Men and Charlatans in the Ancient Novel 
Edited by Stelios Panayotakis, Gareth Schmeling and Michael Paschalis 

 
The present volume comprises the papers delivered at RICAN 6, which was held in 

Rethymnon, Crete, on May 30-31, 2011. The focus is placed on male and female 

characters in the ancient novel and related texts, both pagan and Christian; these 

characters are presented either as holy or as charlatans but in several cases the two 

categories cannot be easily distinguished from each other. The papers offer a wide and 

rich range of perspectives: authority in narratives and authority figures from Teiresias 

to Apollonius of Tyana as comparands for Kalasiris in Heliodorus (Dowden); the 

astrologer Serapa as a holy man in Petronius and Trimalchio's exploitation of Serapa's 

pronouncement and his prediction (Schmeling); the old hag Oenothea as a figure of 

religious authority and medical expertise in the Satyrica and Encolpius' failure to 

recognize her as a charlatan (Panayotakis); Cleitophon's claims to knowledge in 

Achilles Tatius and his apparent lack of understanding of his own narrative (Repath); 

religious authority in Daphnis and Chloe and the role of the exegetes ('expounder') in 

Longus' preface (Bowie); the Syrian priests and other religious charlatans in Apuleius' 

Metamorphoses and their appeal to the reader (Egelhaaf-Gaisser); the contrast in the 

representation of holy men and charlatans in Lucian's Peregrinus and the Christian Acts 

of Mar Mari (Ramelli); the controversial figure of Kalasiris in Heliodorus, a priest who 

behaves like a charlatan (Billault); Apollonius of Tyana as Proteus and Philostratus' 

contest with Homer in the Life of Apollonius (Paschalis); the similarities in the 

narrative structure of the biographies of Aesop and Jesus (Andreassi); narrative 

qualities and intertextuality in the Narrations attributed to Neilos of Ankyra; its 

interpretation as a conversion-narrative (Morgan). 
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