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Pudding Pan 
 A Roman Shipwreck from Britain and its Cargo of Samian Pottery 

By Michael Walsh 

 
For more than 300 years commercial fishermen working in the outer Thames estuary 

have recovered Roman pottery in their oyster dredgers and fishing nets from the seabed 

in the vicinity of Pudding Pan. However, despite numerous attempts to locate the 

source of the material, this elusive site has remained undiscovered beneath the waves. 

This book assesses the recovered assemblage from Pudding Pan to determine the 

nature and location of the site. Almost 700 artefacts have been retrieved from this area 

to date, the majority of which are complete plain samian wares, one of the key 

indicators of the widespread cultural reception of Rome, which were undoubtedly 

transported throughout the Empire in huge quantities.  

 

The exhaustive research presented in this book convincingly argues that the material 

represents an unknown proportion of a cargo from a Roman trading ship en route from 

northern France to London that was deposited on the seabed between AD 175 and 195; 

it is not yet clear whether the deposit represents a shipwreck or a jettisoned cargo. Such 

a site is extremely rare throughout the Roman Empire, particularly so in northern 

Europe, and its discovery could play a crucial role in our understanding of Roman 

trade. The search for the site continues, but this publication offers the first detailed 

study of a seemingly predominantly samian cargo in British waters and contributes a 

new perspective on the organisation of trade and consumption in the Roman era. 

 

About the Author: 

Michael Walsh is currently a senior maritime archaeological consultant working in the 

commercial sector on a wide variety of maritime projects. Michael is still research 

active and continues the search for the Pudding Pan site. 
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Living on the Edge 
Archaeological Investigations at Steart Point, Somerset 

By Lorraine Mepham and Lorrain Higbee 

 
A number of significant sites and areas of past human activity and inhabitation from 

the Iron Age, the Romano-British period, the medieval and early post-medieval periods 

have been recorded. The results follow broad regional patterns seen in the Severn 

Estuary Levels, with the more regularly planned farming landscapes and permanent 

settlement evidence from the Romano-British period onwards, developing from 

seasonal, episodic exploitation of this resource-rich salt-marsh landscape. It has also 

highlighted extensive continuities within the Steart Point landscape of land divisions 

and drainage patterns which have their inception at least as far back as the early 

medieval period and possibly the Romano-British period. 
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St Marylebone's Paddington Street North Burial 

Ground 
Excavations at Paddington Street, London W1, 2012–13 

By Michael Henderson, Adrian Miles and Don Walker 

 
During the 18th century the expansion of the wealthy London parish of St Marylebone 

led to the development of two additional graveyards to relieve pressure on the church 

and churchyard on Marylebone High Street. The latest of these, on the north side of 

Paddington Street, was in use between 1772 and 1853. Archaeologists recorded 386 

burials from 124 single, stacked and brick-lined graves at the western edge of this 

ground. The archaeological findings and detailed osteological analysis of 291 

individuals are combined with documentary research to provide a fascinating account 

of a burial ground used predominantly by the middle and upper classes. 
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