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Early Cycladic sculpture in context 
Edited by Marissa Marthari, Colin Renfrew and Michael Boyd 
 

Key Features: 

· First comprehensive reassessment of Early Bronze Age sculpture from 

the Cycladic islands in a generation 

 

· Examines sculpture from settlements, cemeteries and the sanctuary at 

Kavos, with a discussion of material, techniques and aspects of 

manufacture 

 

· Combines recent archaeological data with new information on previously 

recorded material. 
 

The sculpture of the early bronze age Cyclades has been systematically studied since 

the time of Christos Tsountas at the end of the 19th century. But that study has been 

hampered by the circumstance that so many of the subsequent finds come from 

unauthorised excavations, where the archaeological context was irretrievably lost. 

Largely for that reason there are still many problems surrounding the chronology, the 

function and the meaning of Early Cycladic sculpture.  This lavishly illustrated and 

comprehensive re-asssement sets out to rectify that situation by publishing finds which 

have been recovered in controlled excavations in recent years, as well as earlier finds 

for which better documentation can now be provided. Using the material from recent 

excavation projects, and drawing on the papers presented at a symposium held in 

Athens in 2014, it is possible now to undertake a fresh overview of the entire body of 

sculpture from the Cycladic islands which has been found in secure archaeological 

contexts. Beginning with early examples from Neolithic settlement sites and extending 

into a consideration of material found in later contexts, the 35 chapters are divided into 

sections which examine sculpture from settlements, cemeteries and the sanctuary at 

Kavos, concluding with a discussion of material, techniques and aspects of 

manufacture. 
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Cartimandua's Capital? 
Edited by Colin Haselgrove 

 
Famous for the excavations carried out by Sir Mortimer Wheeler in 1951–52, the late 

Iron Age earthwork complex at Stanwick, North Yorks, is the largest prehistoric site in 

northern England. The site was probably the seat of the Brigantian queen Cartimandua, 

and both the structures and the finds from the site reflect this status. A recent re-

evaluation of the radiocarbon dates has led to a new chronology which has rewritten 

our understanding of late Iron Age Britain. This volume reports not only on the 

excavations of the 1980s, but also synthesises other work in the environs of the site.  
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Hagios Charalambos 
II.The Pottery 

Edited by Philip P. Betancourt, Costis Davaras, Eleni Stravopodi and By 

Louise C. Langford-Verstegen 
 

Key Features: 

· The pottery shows that the people who deposited their dead in the 

secondary burial cave at Hagios Charalambos were in contact with ceramic 

production centers in East Crete, the Mesara, Knossos, the Pediada, and 

Malia. This range speaks not only of trade relations and political spheres of 

influence but also of tastes in pottery production and consumption. 
 

The finds from the cave at Hagios Charalambos in the Lasithi Plain illustrates 

secondary burial practices in Early and Middle Bronze Age Crete. The cavern adds to 

our knowledge of Early and Middle Minoan Lasithi and illuminates the function of the 

cave at Trapeza, which has close parallels for most classes of objects found at Hagios 

Charalambos. 

Most of the pottery from the site is made locally, but a selection of imports from 

elsewhere in Crete ranges in date from EM I or earlier to MM IIB. The pottery shows a 

shift in the use of imports during the site's history, reflecting a change in economic 

and/or political dominance and influence in Lasithi.  

Typical of pottery associated with burials, the types of vessels were mostly used for 

pouring and drinking liquids. Other small vessels probably contained precious oils, 

liquids, and unguents. The local offering tables would have been carried by a short 

stem and could hold a liquid or solid offering. 

The pottery shows that the people who deposited their dead in the secondary burial 

cave at Hagios Charalambos were in contact with ceramic production centers in East 

Crete, the Mesara, Knossos, the Pediada, and Malia. This range of influences speaks 

not only of trade relations and political spheres of influence but also of tastes in pottery 

production and consumption. 

 

About the Author: 

PhD Laura H. Carnell Professor of Prehistoric Aegean Art and Archaeology, Temple 

University, Philadelphia, PA; retired Adjunct Professor of Art History, University of 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA; 2003 Gold Medal for Distinguished Archaeological 

Achievement, Archaeological Institute of America; author and editor of numerous 

articles and books in Aegean Bronze Age Art and Archaeology. 
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Early to Middle Iron Age Settlement and Early 

Anglo-Saxon Settlement at Harston Mill, 

Cambridgeshire 
By Leonora O'Brien 

 
A Bronze Age barrow, one of several in the Rhee valley, was encircled by two 

concentric rings of posts in the early to middle Iron Age, and a single crouched 

inhumation was buried nearby. A small group of roundhouses and granaries was built 

on the clays c.100m from the river, and nearly 200 possible grain storage pits were dug 

on chalk deposits next to the river. Some of the pits contained human burials and 

animal bone groups of the pit burial tradition common in central southern and south-

eastern England Significant assemblages of Chinnor-Wandlebury pottery and animal 

bone, including examples of rarely-found wild species, were also found. The site was 

unoccupied in the late Iron Age and Roman periods but still farmed, as evidenced by 

animal pens, field ditches and sparse domestic debris probably spread by manuring. 

During the later 6th century AD, a small open farming settlement of six sunken-

featured buildings was established, akin to many similar settlements investigated in 

South Cambridgeshire. A substantial ditch enclosed the settlement in the 8th or 9th 

century, and occupation had shifted to Harston village by the 10th century. 
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Verwerkt verleden 
Helmond vanaf prehistorie tot nieuwe tijd 

By Theo de Jong, Sem Peters and Ivo Vossen 

 
This book, aimed at a general audience, presents the results of all archeological 

research performed in the Dutch city of Helmond during  several decades. Starting in 

the early prehistory the authors present the earliest evidence of people living in the 

current region of Helmond, the rise of the city up until recent times.  
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Metaaltijden (vol. 2) 
Bijdragen in de studie van de metaaltijden 

Edited by Eugene A.G. Ball and Stijn Arnoldussen 

 
This book is part of an annual series containing papers on Bronze Age and Iron Age 

archaeology in the Netherlands. The series mostly contains Dutch-language articles but 

on occasion also English language articles are included. 

 

 

 


	March_2016_Titles.pdf

