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The Archaeology of Darkness 
Edited by Robert Hensey and Marion Dowd 
 

Key Features: 

· Explores the human use of dark spaces, especially caves, from the 

palaeolithic to modern times 

 

· Examines how the senses are affected in caves and monuments that have 

been used for ritual activities including funerary activities and rites of 

passage  

 

· Considers how interactions between people and darkness have affect 

individuals in the past and how such interactions may have transformed 

places in the landscape 
 

Through time people have lived with darkness. Archaeology shows us that over the 

whole human journey people have sought out dark places, for burials, for votive 

deposition and sometimes for retreat or religious ritual away from the wider 

community. Thirteen papers explore Palaeolithic use of deep caves in Europe and the 

orientation of mortuary monuments in the Neolithic and Bronze Age. It examines how 

the senses are affected in caves and monuments that were used for ritual activities, 

from Bronze Age miners in Wales working in dangerous subterranean settings, to 

initiands in Italian caves, to a modern caver's experience of spending time in the one of 

the world's deepest caves in Russia. We see how darkness was and is viewed at 

northern latitudes where parts of the year are spent in eternal night, and in Easter Island 

where darkness provided communal refuge from the pervasive sun. We know that 

spending extended periods in darkness and silence can affect one physically, 

emotionally and spiritually. How did interactions between people and darkness affect 

individuals in the past and how were regarded by their communities? And how did this 

interaction transform places in the landscape? As the ever-increasing electrification of 

the planet steadily minimises the amount of darkness in our lives, curiously, darkness is 

coming more into focus. This first collection of papers on the subject begins a 

conversation about the role of darkness in human experience through time. 

 

About the Author: 

Marion Dowd is a lecturer in prehistoric archaeology at the Institute of Technology, 

Sligo where she specialises in the Archaeology of Irish caves and how they have been 

used from the Mesolithic through to post-medieval times, whether for burial, 

excarnation, veneration, occupation, refuge or as hideaways. She has many research 

interests including  Mesolithic Archaeology, Folklore and archaeology, archaeology of 

emotion, Funeral Practices, and Votive offerings. 

Robert Hensey is an archaeologist whose research focuses on the investigation of 

religious practices and belief systems in the Neolithic period. He co-directed the 

Carrowmore passage tomb complex, Co. Sligo dating project. 
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Inuit outside the Arctic 
Migration, Identity and Perceptions 

By Tekke Klaas Terpstra 

 
This book first and foremost looks into experiences of Greenlanders in Denmark, and 

in addition offers a Canadian comparative perspective. It presents my representation of 

Greenlanders in Denmark/Inuit in southern Canada. It is heavily based on interviews 

with Inuit, but presented in this publication through my eyes. This book uses 

discussions on Arctic urbanization, migration and perceptions to comprehend 

experiences of Greenlanders in Denmark and places these experiences into a broader 

context by referring to experiences in Canada as well. 
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