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Shifting Layers 
New Perspectives in Media Archaeology across Digital Media and 

Audiovisual Arts 

Edited by Miriam De Rosa and Ludovica Fales 

 
The volume proposes an overview of the possible research perspectives stemming from 

the archaeological methods applied to the study of digital audiovisual media and arts. 

The aim is to focus on the potentiality of media archaeology as a framework able to 

open up new territories of inquiry. Assuming as a premise of the publication the main 

literature that contributed to assess media archaeology as an established and 

groundbreaking scientific method, the book offers a wide collection of chapters 

tackling, through innovative contributions of young scholars and practitioners, the 

challenges posed by digitization in terms of research methods in the realm of Film and 

Media Studies; new epistemological tools to study cinematic and new media forms; 

new practice-based perspectives to understand digital cinema and audiovisual arts. 
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Albert Serra Talks 
By Vincenzo Estremo  
 

Key Features: 

· This book is the first monographic volume in English about Albert Serra 

 

· A study which combines theoretical discourse and artistic practice of the 

Catalan director Serra 

 

· The target audience includes visual art scholars and cinema professionals 
 

Starting from an artist talk at the last Filmforum Festival in Udine, the book develops a 

dialog with the well-known Catalan director and artist Albert Serra, retracing the main 

themes of his work. This book intends to focus especially on Albert Serra's works in 

contemporary art spaces, from Kassel Documenta (13th), the last Venice Biennale 

(56th) to major exhibitions, such as Ouverture de l'intégrale (Centre Pompidou Paris, 

2013) and Divine Visionaries and Holy Fools (Tate Modern London, 2015). 

 

About the author: 

Vincenzo Estremo has been awarded at the festival Ice-berg 2009 as young writer with 

a collection of short stories: Omero e altri uomini illustri, published by Pendragon. He 

is currently PhD candidate at Udine University and kunstuniversität linz in the 

department of Time-based Media. he is chief editor for droste Effect Magazine and 

regular contributor for Arte&Critica, Juliet and Camera Austria. 
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Why the Grateful Dead Matter 
By Michael Benson 

 
In Why the Grateful Dead Matter, veteran writer and lifelong Deadhead Michael 

Benson argues that the Grateful Dead are not simply a successful rock-and-roll band 

but a phenomenon central to American culture. He defends the proposition that the 

Grateful Dead are, in fact, a musical movement as transformative as any -ism in the 

artistic history of this century and the last. And a lot more fun than most.  

 

From the street festivals of Haight-Ashbury to the cross-country acid tests with the 

Merry Pranksters, and from the sound-and-light show at the Great Pyramid at Giza to 

the ecstatic outpouring of joy at Soldier Field in the summer of '15, the Grateful Dead 

have been at the center of American life, music, and karmic flow for fifty years. In 

Why the Grateful Dead Matter, Michael Benson brings it all back to life and makes a 

compelling case for the band's lasting cultural importance. 

 

About the Author: 

 Michael Benson has written about music, sports, crime, film, the military, and politics 

for a number of national publications. He is the author of many books including The 

Devil at Genesee Junction and Murder in Connecticut. He lives in Brooklyn, and is a 

lifelong follower of the Grateful Dead. 
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