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Prehistory without Borders 
Prehistoric Archaeology of the Tyne-Forth Region 

Edited by Rachel Crellin, Chris Fowler and Richard Tipping 
 

Key Features: 

· Assesses the impact of the Anglo-Scots and similar borders on our 

understanding of prehistoric patterns of activity 

 

· Provides a regional synthesis based on topography, geography and 

archaeology which transcends modern political boundaries 

 

· Considers the extent to which the tyne-forth does or does not form a 

coherent regional unit at various periods in prehistory 
 

Modern borders of all kinds, political, geographical and social, effect the kinds of 

prehistoric narratives archaeologists can write. Borders that dominate today did not 

exist in prehistory. This volume works across such borders and focuses specifically on 

the region between the Rivers Forth and Tyne, an area divided by the modern political 

border between Scotland and England. The introduction and opening chapters consider 

the impact of the Anglo-Scots and similar borders on our understanding of prehistoric 

patterns of activity. The introduction also asks whether, when, and to what extent this 

could be considered a coherent region in the prehistoric past. Further chapters explore 

the history of research in the region, including field survey and aerial photography. 

Another nine chapters discuss the results of recent research, including new and older 

excavations, or conduct regional analyses of artefacts and mortuary practices, starting 

with the Late Upper Palaeolithic and continuing with studies from the Early Neolithic 

through to the Late Iron Age. Taken as a whole, the publication suggests that while 

there was no coherent Tyne-Forth region in prehistory, except for perhaps in the Late 

Iron Age, research at this regional scale provides a strong basis for appreciating past 

cultural interaction at a variety of scales. 
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Beyond Thalassocracies 
Understanding processes of Minoanisation and Mycenaeanisation in the 

Aegean 

Edited by Evi Gorogianni, Peter Pavúk and Luca Girella 
 

Key Features: 

· First critical re-evaluation of the phenomena of Minoanisation and 

Mycenaeanisation employing a comparative approach 

 

· Focuses on regions of the Aegean basin that were affected by both 

processes, highlighting their similarities and differences 

 

· Re-evaluates the mechanisms and processes underlying material culture 

change in communities 
 

Beyond Thalassocracies aims to evaluate and rethink the manner in which 

archaeologists approach, understand, and analyse the various processes associated with 

culture change connected to interregional contact, using as a test case the world of the 

Aegean during the Late Bronze Age (c. 1600–1100 BC). The 14 chapters compare and 

contrast various aspects of the phenomena of Minoanisation and Mycenaeanisation, 

both of which share the basic underlying defining feature of material culture change in 

communities around the Aegean. This change was driven by trends manifesting 

themselves in the dominant palatial communities of each period of the Bronze Age. 

Over the past decade, our understanding of how these processes developed and 

functioned has changed considerably. Whereas current discussions on Minoanisation 

have already been informed by more recent theoretical trends, especially in material 

culture studies and post-colonial theory, the process of Mycenaeanisation is still very 

much conceptualised along traditional lines of explanation. Since these phenomena 

occurred in chronological sequence, it makes sense that any reappraisal of their nature 

and significance should target those regions of the Aegean basin that were affected by 

both processes, highlighting their similarities and differences. Thus, in the present 

volume we focus on the southern and eastern Aegean, in particular the Cyclades, 

Dodecanese, and the north-eastern Aegean islands. 
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Celtic from the West 3 
Atlantic Europe in the Metal Ages - questions of shared language 

Edited by Barry Cunliffe and John T. Koch 
 

Key Features: 

· Third in the highly successful and influential Celtic from the West Series  

 

· Questions established thought on how Celtic languages spread and 

developed across Europe 
 

The Celtic languages and groups called Keltoi (i.e. 'Celts') emerge into our written 

records at the pre-Roman Iron Age. The impetus for this book is to explore from the 

perspectives of three disciplines-archaeology, genetics, and linguistics-the background 

in later European prehistory to these developments. There is a traditional scenario, 

according to which, Celtic speech and the associated group identity came in to being 

during the Early Iron Age in the north Alpine zone and then rapidly spread across 

central and western Europe. This idea of 'Celtogenesis' remains deeply entrenched in 

scholarly and popular thought. But it has become increasingly difficult to reconcile 

with recent discoveries pointing towards origins in the deeper past. It should no longer 

be taken for granted that Atlantic Europe during the 2nd and 3rd millennia BC were 

pre-Celtic or even pre-Indo-European. The explorations in Celtic from the West 3 are 

drawn together in this spirit, continuing two earlier volumes in the influential series.  
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Of Odysseys and Oddities 
Scales and modes of interaction between prehistoric Aegean societies and 

their neighbours 

Edited by Barry Molloy 
 

Key Features: 

· Takes a fresh look at how archaeologists consider interaction between 

communities and cultures through various strands of material culture 

analysis 

 

· Discusses the archaeological evidence for cultural interaction at a variety 

of spatial, chronological and social scales  

 

· Sets new research in to material culture studies against recent theoretical 

developments 
 

Of Odysses and Oddities is about scales and modes of interaction in prehistory, 

specifically between societies on both sides of the Aegean and with their nearest 

neighbours overland to the north and east. The 17 contributions reflect on tensions at 

the core of how we consider interaction in archaeology, particularly the motivations 

and mechanisms leading to social and material encounters or displacements. Linked to 

this are the ways we conceptualise spatial and social entities in past societies (scales) 

and how we learn about who was actively engaged in interaction and how and why 

they were (modes). The papers provide a broad chronological, spatial and material 

range but, taken together, they critically address many of the ways that scales and 

modes of interaction are considered in archaeological discourse. Ultimately, the 

intention is to foreground material culture analysis in the development of the 

arguments presented within this volume, informed, but not driven, by theoretical 

positions.  
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