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Ancient Disasters and Crisis Management in 

Classical Antiquity 
Edited by Roger Riera, Daniel Gómez-Castro and Toni Naco del Hoyo 

 
For millennia catastrophes, whether those caused by nature, or by human violence, 

have impacted on historical societies. In the Graeco-Roman world, as nowadays, the 

immediate consequences of such disasters only anticipated subsequent measures 

applied by the public authorities, or whoever was in charge thereafter. This volume 

originated in a workshop funded by a Spanish research grant. Two theoretical chapters 

deal with the actual meaning of catastrophes for the ancients, as well as how distorted 

our view of the remote past may be when applying modern terminology such as 

'humanitarian crises' to events in the ancient world. The following chapters seek to 

explore such topics as collateral damage in war, earthquake recovery, breakdown of 

interstate relations, deportation, and postwar policies implemented on defeated 

societies.   
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Au fil de l'os 
Économie et société chez les Rèmes et les Suessions par le prisme de 

l'archéozoologie 

By Pierre-Emmanuel Paris 

 
In Julius Caesar's Commentaries on the Gallic War, the term "oppidum" – used to 

designate any fortified community – indicates those particular Gaulish sites which are 

characterized both by a strong tendency to social cohesion and the development of a 

centralized territorial policy. From a chronological point of view, these sites are limited 

to a very precise period: the two last centuries BCE, from La Tène D1 to La Tène D2 

(120–30 BCE).   

 

The purpose of this study is to define the role of animal production within the new 

urban structures. Hence, the research focuses on the specific economical aspect of meat 

resources and their management: what is the place of this activity in the economy of 

Gaulish peoples? Is it possible to detect within the sites any precise organisation in 

sectors in relation to the butchering activities? What about the meat imports and, 

consequently, the interactions between the communities and the sites of production? 

Who was the target of the produced food resources? Were they part of some large-scale 

"sales strategy".   

 

The research aims to approach these economic issues through the study of the fauna 

remains recovered mostly from Condé-sur-Suippe, in the territory of the Remi, and 

also from Villeneuve-Saint-Germain, the capital of the Suessiones. Dating respectively 

from 120 to 90 BCE and from 90 to 40 BCE, these fortified communities are among 

the most important in Europe, not only because of their size and of the exceptional 

conservation of their town planning but also because of their almost unequalled faunal 

wealth. The comparison between the two sites and their neighbours, i.e. 

contemporaneous rural sites of an a priori inferior status will hence attempt to cast a 

new light on the economic role of these fortified communities which are the outcome 

of a long stratification process within the Gaulish society. 
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Kavos and the Special Deposits 
The sanctuary on Keros and the origins of Aegean ritual 

Edited by Colin Renfrew, Olga Philaniotou, Neil Brodie, Giorgos 

Gavalas and Michael Boyd 

 
Volume II describes the excavation and finds from the Special Deposits at Kavos at the 

sanctuary on Keros lying opposite the settlement on the islet of Dhaskalio (described in 

Volume I).  The finds of marble from the Special Deposit South are described in 

Volume III, and the pottery in Volume V.  The sanctuary at Kavos, dating from c. 2700 

BC to 2400 BC has yielded the richest ritual deposits of the early bronze age Cyclades.  

The finds are presented here in their excavation contexts, and the significance of the 

Special Deposit South as a ritual deposit is examined in the context of Aegean 

prehistory. 

 

About the Author: 

Michael Boyd (born 8th January 1970) is a Senior Research Associate at the McDonald 

Institute for Archaeological Research at the University of Cambridge. His main 

research interests lie in the archaeology of death and in the prehistoric Aegean, where 

he has worked in the Peloponnese and Cyclades. He is co-director of current 

excavations on Keros and co-editor of the Keros publications series.  

 

Neil Brodie has held positions at the British School at Athens, the McDonald Institute 

for Archaeological Research at the University of Cambridge, Stanford University's 

Archaeology Center, and the Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research at the 

University of Glasgow. He has worked on archaeological projects in the United 

Kingdom, Greece and Jordan, and continues to work in Greece. 

 

Giorgos Gavalas is an independent scholar, fellow of the Archaeological Society of 

Athens and currently Secretary of the Cycladic Studies Society. Formerly archaeologist 

with the Hellenic Ministry of Culture (Athens  2014-2015, central departments 2006-

2009, Amorgos and Rhodes 1992-2005) and former research associate at the 

McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research (2001-2006).  His main research 

interests lie in the archaeology of the Cyclades, both prehistoric and classical, and he is 

a specialist in textile tools and stone vessels. 

 

Colin Renfrew (Lord Renfrew of Kaimsthorn, born 25th July 1937) was formerly 

Disney Professor of Archaeology and Director of the McDonald Institute for 

Archaeological Research in the University of Cambridge, and Master of Jesus College 

Cambridge from 1986 to 1997. He has excavated at a number of sites in prehistoric 

Greece and in the Orkney Islands, and is the author of many publications, including 

Prehistory: the making of the human mind. He is Fellow of the British Academy, 

Foreign Associate of the National Academy of Sciences of the USA, and was the 

recipient of the Balzan Prize in 2004. 
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The Sanctuary of Athena at Sounion 
By Barbara A. Barletta 

 
The Temple of Athena at Sounion is one of the more unusual examples of Greek 

architecture. It was constructed with colonnades on only two-but adjacent-sides, and in 

the Ionic order characteristic of the Aegean Islands even though it was built in Attica. 

When the temple was excavated at the turn of the 19th to 20th centuries, little was 

found on site. Instead, subsequent excavations in the Athenian Agora recovered many 

of the missing building members, which had been reused in a Roman-period temple. 

 

A new study of the temple, including the material from Athens, was initiated by H. A. 

Thompson and W. B. Dinsmoor Jr. but was never completed. The current book builds 

on their work to provide for the first time a comprehensive view of the temple and its 

sanctuary. 
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Dea Senuna 
By Ralph Jackson and Gilbert Burleigh 

 
The hoard of Roman-British temple treasure discovered at Ashwell in 2002, provides 

fascinating new insights into the ritual of Roman religion 

 

First full publication of the Ashwell treasure since its high profile discovery in 2002 

 

Features a detailed, highly illustrated discussion of the beautiful gold and silver votive 

plaques as well as the figurine of the previously unknown goddess Senuna 

 

Will be essential reading for anyone with an interest in Roman religion, especially in 

Roman Britain, as well as historians and archaeologists   

 

About the Author: 

Gilbert Burleigh is an independent archaeologist and honorary field officer for the 

North Hertfordshire Archaeological Society. Previous publications include Excavations 

at Baldock, Hertfordshire, 1978 – 1994 (with Keith Fitzpatrick-Matthews). 

Ralph Jackson is a senior curator at the British Museum. Previous publications include 

Doctors and Diseases in the Roman Empire; Camerton: A Catalogue of Late Iron Age 

and Early Roman Metalwork; Excavations at Stonea, Cambridgeshire 1980–85; 

Cosmetic Sets of Late Iron Age and Roman Britain; and (with Richard Hobbs) Roman 

Britain.  
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