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Saba's First Inhabitants 
A story of 3300 years of Amerindian occupation prior to European 

contact (1800 BC - AD 1492) 

By Corinne Hofman and Menno Hoogland 

 
This book tells the story of the indigenous inhabitants of the Caribbean island of Saba 

prior to European colonization, based on 30 years of archaeological research conducted 

by Leiden University in collaboration with the government and people of Saba. 

 

The pre-colonial history of Saba begins around 3800 years ago with the first fishers-

foragers and plant managers occupying the interior of the island at Plum Piece, Fort 

Bay, The Level and Great Point. The exceptional character of Saba with its volcano, 

diverse vegetation, and fauna, attracted Amerindian communities from the prime 

episode of human occupation of the insular Caribbean, first on a temporary basis and 

later, from AD 400 on, permanently. They then settled in Spring Bay, Kelbey's Ridge, 

Windwardside, St. Johns, and The Bottom just like today. Their villages consisted of a 

series of dwellings of wood, fibres and leafs, surrounded by hearths and garbage 

dumps. The deceased were buried in the village, often under the floor of the houses. 

 

The Amerindians on Saba maintained extensive relationships with communities and 

kin on neighbouring islands. The artefacts which have been found on Saba show these 

connections.  
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Warring States Papers v2 (2011) 

 
Warring States Papers is an annual repository for leading-edge research in the classical 

Chinese texts (those dating from the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods), 

including related developments in the early Empire, and the historical development 

which the texts imply. It has a central focus on the methodology of text-based historical 

research, and includes examples of the application of basic historical and philological 

methods to texts in other traditions, including Homeric and Biblical Greek. 

 

In the past, classical China has largely been viewed from the perspective of its own 

evolving tradition, and not on its own terms. The work of the Project, and thus the 

contents of the journal, seek to provide an alternative view, based on early rather than 

late evidence, representing of a more international perspective. The contents of WSP 

derive from the work of the Warring States Project at the University of Massachusetts 

at Amherst and its colleagues at other institutions, from its foundation in 1993 to the 

present. 

 

Volume 2, nominally including work up to 2011, has been delayed in printing, and it 

has this been possible to include significant studies of the Mencius by Project 

principals and others from 2014. Highlights of Volume 2 include: 

 

    Confucius Tradition in the Mencius 

 

    Doubling in Dzwo Jwan 

 

    Some Common Lines in the Shr 

 

    Lau Dan and the Dau/Dv Jing 

 

    Mencius 1B4 and the Proto-Yendz 

 

    Disorderly Intoxication in the Shr 

 

    Warring States Economy and Trade 
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