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Temples and Suburbs 
 Excavations at Tabard Square, Southwark 

By John Shepherd, James Gerrard, Kevin Hayward, Kevin Rielly and 

Douglas Killock 

 
This monograph details the results of major excavations in Southwark, London, 

detailing an archaeological sequence which spans the early prehistoric to very latest 

Roman periods. The site lay on the Southern outskirts of Roman London and was the 

location of a large Romano-Celtic temple complex. A very large finds assemblage 

includes a marble inscription, which is the earliest text found to mention 'Londoners'. 
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A History of Boston in 50 Artifacts 
By Joseph M. Bagley 

 
History is right under our feet; we just need to dig a little to find it. Though not the 

most popular construction project, Boston's Big Dig has contributed more to our 

understanding and appreciation of the city's archaeological history than any other 

recent event. Joseph M. Bagley, city archaeologist of Boston, uncovers a fascinating 

hodgepodge of history-from ancient fishing grounds to Jazz Age red-light districts-that 

will surprise and delight even longtime residents. Each artifact is shown in full color 

and accompanied by description of the item's significance to its site location and the 

larger history of the city. From cannonballs to drinking cups and from ancient spears to 

chinaware, A History of Boston in 50 Artifacts offers a unique and accessible 

introduction to Boston's history and physical culture while revealing the ways objects 

can offer a tantalizing entrée into our past. 

 

Packed with vivid descriptions and art, this lively history of Boston will appeal to all 

manner of readers, locals and visitors alike. 

 

About the Author: 

Joseph M. Bagley is the city archaeologist of Boston and a popular lecturer and 

walking tour leader. 
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A Celtic Feast 
The Iron Age Cauldrons from Chiseldon, Wiltshire 

By Alexandra Baldwin and Jody Joy 

 
This volume presents for the first time the results of the excavation and scientific 

analysis between 2005 and 2013 of seventeen Iron Age cauldrons discovered in a large 

pit on farmland in the parish of Chiseldon, Wiltshire, and consequently acquired by the 

British Museum.  

 

  

 

The assemblage is unprecedented in many respects and is the largest known single 

deposit of prehistoric cauldrons from Europe. The hoard was deposited in the fourth or 

third centuries BC, although hoarding as a practice is generally underrepresented 

during this period. The inclusion in the hoard of rare decorated cauldrons also means 

that it is one of very few deposits from Britain dating to the middle Iron Age known to 

contain multiple objects decorated with Celtic art and the only example where it is 

possible to ascertain that decorated objects were all deposited at the same time. 

Scientific investigation has revealed that the cauldrons were complicated to 

manufacture and sophisticated techniques such as quenching were used to make them. 

Examination of food residues adhering to the vessels demonstrates that they were used 

to prepare and serve both meat and vegetable based dishes probably including stews, 

gruels and porridges. The discovery of so many contemporary vessels in one deposit 

has important implications for our understanding of middle Iron Age society in 

southern Britain. Thought to be vessels made and used for feasting, the capacity 

represented by the Chiseldon Hoard indicates the potential in these societies to host 

feasts with many hundreds, if not thousands of participants, demonstrating levels of 

sophistication and organisation traditionally viewed as being beyond societies with 

relatively flat social hierarchies. 

 

About the Author: 

Alexandra Baldwin is a conservator of metal and ceramic artefacts in the Department 

of Conservation and Scientific Research at the British Museum. 

Jody Joy is a senior curator at the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, 

University of Cambridge. Prior to that he was Curator of European Iron Age 

Collections at the British Museum. He is a specialist in the art and material culture of 

the European Iron Age. 
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