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Towards Skyscape Archaeology 
By Fabio Silva 
 

Key Features: 

· New theoretical approach to archaeoastronomy 

 

· Important case studies explained for a wide audience 

 

· Gives an overview of the subject 
 

The study of beliefs and practices concerning the sky in the past and the uses to which 

people's understanding of the sky was put has long been of great interest to 

archaeologists and the wider public, but also controversial. After the dispute in the 

1960s and 70s between archaeologists and astronomers over the intentionality behind 

identified high-precision alignments such as those at Stonehenge, the modern discipline 

of archaeoastronomy has found its feet deeply rooted in fieldwork and statistical tests 

for validity. However, archaeoastronomy, particularly its prehistoric variety, is 

currently at an impasse. Although thousands of structures have now been surveyed for 

celestial alignments, and statistical analyses do suggest some degree of intentionality in 

some cases, only very rarely have these been successfully interpreted and integrated 

into the archaeological narrative. Archaeoastronomers have failed to fully engage with 

what the alignments meant for prehistoric people and why they decided to incorporate 

them into their structures. This impasse is one&#8232;of the reasons why 

archaeologists have for so long kept their distance. 

 

Towards Skyscape Archaeology looks at archaeoastronomical theory and method from 

the point of view of archaeology. It highlights current limitations and suggests what 

needs to be addressed and overcome for archaeoastronomy to produce knowledge of 

value to the broader academic community. It argues that archaeoastronomy needs to 

come closer to archaeology; it needs to become a skyscape archaeology, and proposes 

ways to achieve this. Using case studies from Peru, Scotland, Spain, Malta and 

Stonehenge, Fabio Silva challenges the orthodoxy and argues that with a different 

approach we can further our understanding of the cosmology and worldviews of the 

cultures and societies. 

 

About the Author: 

Fabio Silva is a Research Associate at the Institute of Archaeology, University College 

London and teaches a postgraduate module on archaeoastronomy for the University of 

Wales Trinity Saint David. His main interest is in how humans perceive their 

environment and use that knowledge to time and adjust their social and productive 

behaviours. His research is split between archaeoastronomy and landscape 

archaeology, at regional scales, and the study of culture-dependent dispersal dynamics 

and their modelling, at larger space and time scales. He is also co-editor of the Journal 

of Skyscape Archaeology. 
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The Archaeology of Underwater Caves 
Edited by Peter B. Campbell 

 
This is an edited volume drawing on the last sixty years of underwater cave research, 

the vast majority of which has never been published previously. Underwater caves are 

foreboding places, but they hold great potential for archaeology due to the excellent 

preservation of organic artifacts found in caves. Chapters are authored by the principle 

researchers responsible for the development of this emerging sub-field. The volume's 

scope is international and spans the Paleolithic through the modern era. It will interest 

many archaeologists as it touches on human origins, sea level and climate change, 

ritual and religion, and subsistence in many different cultures. Fields outside 

archaeology, such as geology and paleo-environmental studies, will find aspects 

relevant to their research. With authors who have published popular books such as Dan 

Lenihan, Jean Clottes, and Nic Flemming, the book will interest divers and other 

members of the public as well. 
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Thoroughbred of the Sea 
By Tinna Damgard-Sorensen 

 
The reconstructed longship Sea Stallion from Glendalough sailed  from Roskilde to 

Dublin and back in the summers of 2007 and 2008,  with an international volunteer 

crew of 60 men and women. The  first results of this extraordinary voyage on the track 

of the  Vikings are now available. 

  

 

 This volume gives an account of the methodological considerations  behind a trial 

voyage as experimental archaeology. The course of  the voyage is mapped out 

historically, based on the weather  conditions and the waters navigated. The book 

provides a  fascinating insight into the issues involved in the  reconstruction of the 

ship's steering system, a description of  life on board and the experiences of handling a 

longship,  including its travel speed and sailing capabilities. 
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