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Battlespace 1865 
Archaeology of the Landscapes, Strategies, and Tactics of the North 

Platte Campaign, Nebraska 

By Douglas D. Scott, Peter Bleed and Amanda Renner 
 

Key Features: 

· Combines battlefield archaeology methods and results with historical 

data and personal accounts of a short but significant campaign of the 

American Civil War and onset of the Indian wars 

 

· Examines the archaeological evidence for the theatres of specific 

engagements with LiDAR-informed terrain assessment and theoretical 

consideration of the strategic thinking of the combatants 

 

· Applies a landscape approach to the archaeological study of war 
 

For a period of about week in February 1865, as the Civil War was winding down and 

Plains Indian communities were reeling in the wake of the Sand Creek massacre, 

combat swept across the Nebraska panhandle, especially along the Platte River. The 

fighting that marked this event barely compares to the massive campaigns and terrible 

carnage that marked the conflict that was taking place in the eastern states but it was a 

significant event at the opening on the ensuing Indian Wars. Operating on terrain they 

knew well, Cheyenne warriors and other Native forces encountered the US Cavalry 

who operated within a modern network of long distance migration and pony express 

trails and military stations.  

 

The North Platte Campaign offers a good basis for the application of landscape 

approaches to conflict archaeology if only because of its scale. This fighting is both 

easily approached and fascinatingly encompassed. There were probably far fewer than 

1000 fighters involved in those skirmishes, but before, after, and between them, they 

involved substantial movements of people and of equipment that was similar to the 

arms and gear in service to other Civil War era combatants. They also seem to have 

used approaches that were typical of America's western warfare. Like many of the 

conflicts of interest to modern observers, the North Platte fights were between cultural 

different opponents. Archaeological consideration of battlefields such as Rush Creek 

and Mud Springs, bases, and landscapes associated with this fighting expose how the 

combat developed and how the opposing forces dealt with the challenges they 

encountered.  

 

This study draws on techniques of battlefield archaeology, focusing on the concept of 

'battlespace' and the recovery, distribution and analysis of artifacts and weaponry, as 

well as historical accounts of the participants, LiDAR-informed terrain assessment, and 

theoretical consideration of the strategic thinking of the combatants. It applies a 

landscape approach to the archaeological study of war and reveals an overlooked phase 

of the American Civil War and the opening of the Indian Wars. 
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A Gazetteer of Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-

Scandinavian Sites Lincolnshire 
By Guy Points 

 
This Gazetteer aims to be a comprehensive guide to places, artefacts and material of 

Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Scandinavian (Viking) stone interest in Lincolnshire. Part 1 

provides background material to put the Anglo-Saxons and Anglo-Scandinavians into 

their historical context, plus a glossary of terms, plans and features of Anglo-Saxon 

churches, and features relating to crossheads, cross-shafts, grave covers and grave 

markers.Part 2 identifies 117 "sites" with the aim of enabling the reader to know 

exactly what they are looking for and where exactly to find it: there is a site index. In 

alphabetical order each entry is: 

• Star rated to indicate the quality of what there is to see and how easy it is to find 

• Precisely located and described, including measurements and descriptions of 

decoration where appropriate. 

 

About the Author: 

For over 35 years the author has travelled and researched extensively in the UK. His 

first publications were concise guides to historic Orkney and Shetland, and 

Northumberland and Tyne & Wear, covering places of interest from prehistory to the 

twentieth century. In the last 20 years he has focussed on the Anglo-Saxon period 

producing gazetteers of Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Scandinavian sites as indicate above, 

as well as  "The Combined Anglo-Saxon Chronicles: A Ready-Reference Abridged 

Chronology" a single narrative in chronological order of the information provided in 

the extant manuscripts identifying in the process the source manuscripts. 

  

His books are for those readers who wish to learn more about Anglo-Saxon church 

architecture and Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Scandinavian stone sculpture. Intended for 

the student and non-specialist alike, as well as those who already have some 

knowledge of the subjects covered, it bridges the divide between an academic approach 

and that of the interested general public. 

 

The aim is to provide an informed introduction to the subjects so that the reader will be 

able to confidently recognise Anglo-Saxon church architectural features and Anglo-

Saxon and Anglo-Scandinavian stone sculpture.  
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Eurasian Prehistory 
Edited by O. Bar-Yosef, J. K. Kozlowski and A. Belfer-Cohen 
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Portable Antiquities, Palimpsests, and Persistent 

Places 
A multi-period approach to Portable Antiquities Scheme data in 

Lincolnshire 

By Adam Jonathan Daubney 

 
Every year thousands of archaeological objects and artefact scatters are discovered by 

the public, most of them by metal-detector users, but also by people whilst out walking, 

gardening, or going about their daily work. Once recorded, these finds hold enormous 

potential in helping us understand the past. In England and Wales these finds are 

reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), and since 2003 over one million 

finds have been recorded.This book explores the significance of PAS data for 

Lincolnshire, in particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record, 

and how they come together to form multi-period artefact scatters, defined here for the 

first time as 'plough-zone palimpsests'. A bespoke methodology is developed that 

allows PAS data to be analysed at different scales of time and place. This brings into 

focus different sources of bias and different interpretative possibilities. A series of case 

studies then explore these palimpsests on varying scales of time and place. These 

demonstrate how portable antiquities are important biographical components of 

'temporally-sticky' or 'persistent places', and have the potential to reveal structuring 

within the landscape over long-periods of time. Combined with other evidence 

engrained within the landscape, PAS data help to explain how the past influenced the 

subsequent use of places, and how the aftershocks of human activity resonate in the 

landscape today. 
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