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Wilde Times 
Patricia Wilde, George Balanchine, and the Rise of New York City Ballet 

By Joel Lobenthal 

 
At eighty-seven, Patricia Wilde remains a grande dame of the ballet world. As a young 

star she toured America in the company of the Ballet Russe. In her heyday in the 1950s 

and '60s, she was a first-generation member and principal dancer of New York City 

Ballet during the uniquely dramatic Balanchine era-the golden age of the company and 

its hugely gifted, influential, exploitative, and dictatorial director. In Wilde Times, Joel 

Lobenthal brings the world of Wilde and Balanchine, of Tanaquil Le Clercq, Diana 

Adams, Suzanne Farrell, Maria Tallchief, and many others thrillingly to life. With 

unfettered access to Wilde and her family, friends, and colleagues, Lobenthal takes the 

reader backstage to some of the greatest ballet triumphs of the modern era-and some of 

the greatest tragedies. Through it all Patricia Wilde emerges as a figure of towering 

strength, grace, and grit. 

 

Wilde Times is the first biography of this seminal figure in American dance, written 

with the cooperation of the star, but wide-ranging in its use of sources to tell the full 

and intertwining stories of the development of Wilde, of Balanchine, and of American 

national ballet at its peak in the twentieth century. 

 

About the Author: 

Joel Lobenthal is associate editor of the Ballet Review. He is the author of Tallulah! 

and coauthor of Dancing on Water with Elena Tchernichova. He lives in Manhattan. 
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Prudence Crandall's Legacy 
The Fight for Equality in the 1830s, Dred Scott, and Brown v. Board of 

Education 

By Donald E. Williams 

 
Prudence Crandall was a schoolteacher who fought to integrate her school in 

Canterbury, Connecticut, and educate black women in the early nineteenth century. 

When Crandall accepted a black woman as a student, she unleashed a storm of 

controversy that catapulted her to national notoriety and drew the attention of the most 

significant antislavery activists of the day. The Connecticut state legislature passed its 

infamous Black Law in an attempt to close down her school. Arrested and jailed, 

Crandall's legal legacy had a lasting impact-Crandall v. State was the first civil rights 

case in U.S. history. The arguments by attorneys in Crandall played a role in two of the 

most fateful Supreme Court decisions, Dred Scott v. Sandford, and the landmark case 

of Brown v. Board of Education. In Prudence Crandall's Legacy, author and lawyer 

Donald E. Williams Jr. marshals a wealth of detail concerning the life and work of 

Prudence Crandall, her role in the fight for civil rights, and her influence on legal 

arguments for equality in America. 
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