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The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected 
A Natural Philosopher's Quest for Trout and the Meaning of Everything 

By Marcelo Gleiser 

 
Marcelo Gleiser has had a passion for science and fishing since he was a boy growing 

up on the beaches of Rio de Janeiro. Now a world-famous theoretical physicist with 

hundreds of scientific articles and several books of popular science to his credit, he felt 

it was time to connect with nature in less theoretical ways. After seeing a fly-fishing 

class on the Dartmouth College green, he decided to learn to fly-fish, a hobby, he says, 

that teaches humility. In The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected, Gleiser travels the 

world to scientific conferences, fishing wherever he goes. At each stop, he ponders 

how in the myriad ways physics informs the act of fishing; how, in its turn, fishing 

serves as a lens into nature's inner workings; and how science engages with questions 

of meaning and spirituality, inspiring a sense of mystery and awe of the not yet known. 

Personal and engaging, The Simple Beauty of the Unexpected is a scientist's tribute to 

nature, an affirmation of humanity's deep connection with and debt to Earth, and an 

exploration of the meaning of existence, from atom to trout to cosmos. 

 

About the Author: 

Marcelo Gleiser is the Appleton Professor of Natural Philosophy and professor of 

physics and astronomy at Dartmouth College. He is a fellow of the American Physical 

Society and a recipient of the Presidential Faculty Fellows Award from the White 

House and National Science Foundation. He is the author of several books of popular 

science, including A Tear at the Edge of Creation, The Dancing Universe, and The 

Island of Knowledge. Gleiser is the cofounder of and a regular contributor to the NPR 

science blog 13.7 Cosmos and Culture. 
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The West Removed 
Economics, Democracy, Freedom:  

A Counter-history of Our Civilization 

By Paolo Ercolani 

 
The seven chapters of this book cover a variety of concepts (liberalism, freedom, 

Marxism) and classic thinkers (Mill, Marx, Hayek, Popper) in order to disclose several 

myths we've become accustomed to take for granted in the West. It posits that 

exploration of these myths is crucial for understanding the essence of West or, better, 

for seeing what has been "removed" from the West as the title of this book alludes to. 

What emerges is a rigorous and surprising counter-history of our civilization. 
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New Perspectives on Realism 
By Luca Taddio and Kevin William Molìn 

 
In this volume, we present a collection of writings each offering their own novel 

perspective with respect to question of realism. No doubt it has gathered much 

attention of recent philosophical debates; and one of its characteristic aspects, among 

those it has had a most notable impact, has been in blurring the more the rigid way of 

thinking the traditional demarcations between "continental" and "analytic" philosophy. 

This volume, then, offers a contribution to some of the many discussions on realism 

not only in the spirit that there is still much more to be said on the matter, but also in 

the recognition that a renewal of the discussion is necessary and should bypass old 

divisions. This is not to say that this volume departs entirely from any "old" sort of 

realism, or uncritically treats its object of study as creatable ex nihilo. Far from that, it 

moves from a broadly shared conviction that, if we are to re-position realism and see 

its present or future as not yet set into stone-that is, a way in which reality "must be" 

more than just be-a certain historicism cannot be left out of the picture of realism. 
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Beyond Nihilism 
The Knot of Plurality 

Edited by Chiara Di Marco 

 
Nihilism and/or community. The European matter. The gift of the in-common. 

Touching on different themes and authors, the papers presented here probe the 

prolificness that the terms sacred and community could have – if subtracted from the 

game of reactive nihilism – in checking the violence of the diverse political and 

religious ideologies that the West administers. An escape opens in the implementation 

of critical thinking and ethical behaviour that involve the "sacrifice" of thought and of 

the thinking subject. The disputing, therefore, of all the semantics of the logic of the 

recognition and the convenience that regulate life in advanced democracies. 
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Birth 
By Renata Viti Cavaliere 

 
The "birth" could be the main concept of a philosophy of the commencement: indeed it 

is not only a biological event or an effective metaphor for new beginning, but also the 

sign that being, knowledge and action, born themselves, have the power to give birth to 

something. Birth is essentially which has neither memory nor appropriation of itself: 

it's a destiny and a choice that confirm the features of necessity and freedom bound in 

every coming into the world.  

 

Thoughts about birth can be found per exempla in Arendt's, Nietzsche's and Vico's 

works as well as in the ancient and modern age, wherever the burden of the change has 

been felt. The concept of birth passes through the contemporary philosophy which 

wants to rebuild the historical framework of the critical reflection. 
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Cartographies of the Unconscious 
A New Atlas for Psychoanalysis 

Edited by Lorena Preta 

 
If we think of the beginnings of psychoanalysis, we certainly recognise that it 

overturned the vision human beings had of themselves, the illusion of ownership of 

their thoughts and actions. And in reality it still remains a way of reading the world, 

both inside and outside, that is admittedly disorienting. However, especially in recent 

years, the principles on which psychoanalysis was founded have been subjected to 

considerable pressure from the outside that forces psychoanalysis to problematise still 

more its vision of humankind and to abandon everything connected with prejudice 

toward the culture and history it was born out of, i.e. Western, in order to recognize the 

link between individual and social boundaries and the differences of various cultures. It 

is at this intersection between individual horizon and collective sphere that the 

psychoanalysis could be a galvanising force for knowledge and social growth.  

 

The book poses these questions and brings together the different experiences of 

psychoanalysts living and working in a variety of realities and cultures. 
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