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A Season of Singing 
Creating Feminist Jewish Music in the United States 

By Sarah M. Ross 

 
In the 1960s, Jewish music in America began to evolve. Traditional liturgical tunes 

developed into a blend of secular and sacred sound that became known in the 1980s as 

"American Nusach." Chief among these developments was the growth of feminist 

Jewish songwriting. 

 

In this lively study, Sarah M. Ross brings together scholarship on Jewish liturgy, U.S. 

history, and musical ethnology to describe the multiple roots and development of 

feminist Jewish music in the last quarter of the twentieth century. Focusing on the work 

of prolific songwriters such as Debbie Friedman, Rabbi Geela Rayzel Raphael, Rabbi 

Hanna Tiferet Siegel, and Linda Hirschhorn, this volume illuminates the biographies 

and oeuvres of innovators in the field, and shows how this new musical form arose 

from the rich contexts of feminism, identity politics, folk music, and Judaism. In 

addition to providing deep content analysis of individual songs, Ross examines the 

feminist Jewish music scene across the United States, the reception of this music, 

challenges to disseminating the music beyond informal settings, and the state of Jewish 

music publishing.  

 

Rounding out the picture of the transformation of Jewish music, the volume contains 

appendixes of songs and songwriters a selection of musical transcriptions of feminist 

Jewish songs, and a comprehensive discography. 

 

This book will interest scholars and students in the fields of American Jewish history, 

women's studies, feminism, ethnomusicology, and contemporary popular and folk 

music. 

 

About the Author: 

Sarah M. Ross is professor of Jewish music studies and director of the European Center 

for Jewish Music at the Hannover University of Music, Drama, and Media in Germany. 
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A Home for All Jews 
Citizenship, Rights, and National Identity in the New Israeli State 

By Orit Rozin 

 
Orit Rozin's inspired scholarship focuses on the construction and negotiation of 

citizenship in Israel during the state's first decade. Positioning itself both within and 

against much of the critical sociological literature on the period, this work reveals the 

dire historical circumstances, the ideological and bureaucratic pressures, that limited 

the freedoms of Israeli citizens. At the same time it shows the capacity of the 

bureaucracy for flexibility and of the populace for protest against measures it found 

unjust and humiliating. 

 

Rozin sets her work within a solid analytical framework, drawing on a variety of 

historical sources portraying the voices, thoughts, and feelings of Israelis, as well as 

theoretical literature on the nature of modern citizenship and the relation between 

citizenship and nationality. She takes on both negative and positive freedoms (freedom 

from and freedom to) in her analysis of three discrete yet overlapping issues: the right 

to childhood (and freedom from coerced marriage at a tender age); the right to travel 

abroad (freedom of movement being a pillar of a liberal society); and the right to speak 

out-not only to protest without fear of reprisal, but to speak in the expectation of being 

heeded and recognized. 

 

This book will appeal to scholars and students of Israeli history, law, politics, and 

culture, and to scholars of nation building more generally. 

 

About the Author: 

Orit Rozin is a senior lecturer in the Department of Jewish History at Tel Aviv 

University and the author of The Rise of the Individual in 1950s Israel: A Challenge to 

Collectivism. 
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