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Treasures of Faith 
Relics and Reliquaries in the Diocese of Malta during the Baroque 

Period,1600–1798 

By Edgar Vella 

 
The ancient Christian cult of the relics and the rich and enthralling works of art created 

to house them is a witness to the need of man to be in contact with the beyond. The art 

of the reliquary is an art of boxes, caskets, and receptacles housing mysteries. An art of 

amulets and pendants of elaborate goldsmiths' and jewellers' creations made to hold the 

mortal remnants of the saints and other objects once believed to have touched Jesus 

Christ himself, the Blessed Virgin, or the saints. It is an art of rich things formed to 

house the poorest and the most poignant memorials of men and women remembered as 

holy: bones, locks of hair, and scraps of the blood-stained garments they once wore 

during the torments of their martyrdom. Yet, more perhaps than any other Christian art-

form the study of relics is something neglected and under-appreciated, because it has 

traditionally been regarded both in Protestant orders and across broad swathes of the 

modern secular world, with fastidious and morbid distrust.  

 

Treasures of Faith discusses for the first time the rich tradition of relic veneration in 

Malta. It looks closely at the period between 1600, with the early documented 

translation of relics, and 1798, the end of the Knights' period which has contributed 

greatly in the divulgation of the cult and veneration of relics. The knights of Order of 

St John had arrived in Malta in 1530 after they had been expelled from Rhodes 

bringing with them a great treasure of relics. Their arrival in Malta followed the 

Counter Reformation: a period that witnessed the emergence of saints as exemplars of 

faith and saw the evolution of Christian art as a material expression of the sacred. 

During this time, churches, chapels, and monasteries served as repositories for relics 

that might comprise the bodily remains of the saints or other physical evidence of their 

existence, such as items once owned by them. Enshrined in precious containers studded 

with jewels, these sacred treasures rapidly became the focus of pilgrimage. Processions 

with the holy relics conserved in precious receptacles during feasts are a perpetuated 

extension of the pilgrimages towards churches and shrines during the middle ages.  

 

The author approaches the theme holistically, discussing not only their religious origins 

and significance but also the artistic value of the containers themselves. Furthermore, 

he categorizes these reliquaries in the diocese of Malta during the Baroque period in 21 

different typologies, varying from pendants to phials, from ostensories to urns, and 

from arms to lantern. The volume is profusely illustrated with splendid photographs 

which have been purposely taken by master-photographer Joe. P. Borg.   
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Nimrud 
The Queens' Tombs 

By Muzahim Mahmoud Hussein, Mark Altaweel and Edited by Gibson 

McGuire 

 
Muzahim Hussein's 1989 discovery of tombs of Neo-Assyrian queens in the palace of 

Ashurnasirpal in Nimrud (Kalhu/Calah) was electrifying news for archaeology. 

Although much is known of the Assyrian kings (8th/9th century B.C.), very little was 

known about the queens, with the exception of semi-mythical Semiramis. Now, for the 

first time, not only were actual remains and burial objects of Assyrian queens 

discovered, but also names and attempts through curses to protect the burials. Elaborate 

gold jewelry and other items in the tombs rivaled in quality and quantity that found in 

Egyptian royal tombs. A short scholarly publication of a few items, as well as limited 

coverage in the world's press, gave only hints of the importance of the objects in the 

tombs. Planned international exhibitions of the treasures from the tombs had to be 

cancelled due to war and sanctions. Hussein and Amer Suleiman published Nimrud: A 

City of Golden Treasures, in  1999, under extraordinarily difficult conditions, that 

could not do justice to the objects. The present volume, a joint publication of the Iraqi 

State Board of Antiquities and Heritage and the Oriental Institute, is a new version of 

the finding of the tombs and their contents, giving much additional information derived 

from Hussein's continued analyses of classes of artifacts, accompanied by numerous 

full color plates. 
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Catalogue 
 Flèches de pouvoir à l'aube de la métallurgie de la Bretagne au 

Danemark (2500-1700 av. n. è.) 

By Clément Nicolas 
 

Key Features: 

· This volume contains the catalogue belonging to the book « Flèches de 

pouvoir à l'aube de la métallurgie de la Bretagne au Danemark (2500-1700 

av. n. è.) » 
 

Ce catalogue accompagne la publication de l'ouvrage « Flèches de pouvoir à l'aube de 

la métallurgie de la Bretagne au Danemark (2500-1700 av. n. è.) ». Il rassemble pour la 

première fois un corpus d'armatures de flèches déposées dans les tombes de la fin du 

Néolithique et du Bronze ancien dans le Massif armoricain, dans le sud des îles 

Britanniques et au Danemark. Il contient la description (architecture, anthropologie, 

mobilier funéraire) de 231 sépultures, ayant livré un total de 1375 pointes de flèches. 

La plupart de ces armatures sont illustrées par 718 dessins (dont 200 originaux) et 454 

photographies (dont 415 originales). À cela s'ajoutent la figuration des plans des 

tombes et du mobilier associé aux armatures. Ce corpus est enrichi d'un inventaire 

complémentaire pour le Danemark de 274 pointes de flèches issues de 92 sépultures de 

datation plus incertaine. Enfin, l'ensemble des armatures étudiées sont décrites selon 

leurs dimensions, leurs matières premières et leurs lieux de conservation.This volume 

contains the catalogue belonging to the book « Flèches de pouvoir à l'aube de la 

métallurgie de la Bretagne au Danemark (2500-1700 av. n. è.) ». It contains data on 

arrowheads deposited in Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Ages graves in the 

Armorican Massif, in southern British Isles and in Denmark. Included are the 

description (architecture, anthropology, grave goods) of 231 burials, which have 

yielded a total of 1375 arrowheads, illustrated with a total of 718 drawings and 454 

photographs. Find contexts are illustrated with plans of the burials and associated grave 

goods. This corpus is enriched with a complementary inventory of 274 arrowheads 

from 92 graves with more unsecure dating from Denmark. Finally, all arrowheads are 

described according to their metric dimensions, their raw materials and their location in 

museums. 
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La hache de silex dans le Val de Seine 
Production et diffusion des haches au Néolithique 

Edited by François Giligny and Françoise Bostyn 
 

Key Features: 

· This book presents the results of field research and experimental 

archaeology on Neolithic flint axe production sites and flint mines in the 

Seine valley (west from Paris) between 2000 and 2010 
 

This book presents the results of field research and experimental archaeology on 

Neolithic flint axe production sites and flint mines in the Seine valley (west from Paris) 

between 2000 and 2010. 

 

The first chapter discusses the research history, the cultural and chronological 

framework of axe production sites in the Paris Basin. The second chapter presents the 

research results and documentation. 

 

The raw materials for the axe production came from the flint mines of Flins-sur-Siene, 

where Bartonien Flint was mined. This is the subject of the third chapter. The site was 

first identified in the 1920's by amateur archaeologists. The data collected at Flins-sur-

Seine (geological context, production waste, density of mine shafts) indicates that this 

mine is very similar to the mines at Jablines. However, no excavations had thus far 

been carried out at this site. The field research involved geophysical surveys and field 

walking which led to the identification of workshops and extraction sites. 

 

Chapter 4 presents the results of experiments carried out with re-creating mineshafts in 

2003. Chapter 5 presents results of other axe workshop sites in the area. These include 

excavations results and inventarisation of finds in museums. This chapter also 

discusses the use and findcontext of the axes. The final chapter is a synthesis and 

places the site in a wider contextual framework. The focus lies on other sites in the 

Paris basin, questions about territories, production/distribution sites. The technological 

system and its structuration in terms of specialisation and apprenticeship and its 

meaning among the regional Neolithic cultures. 
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