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Milton Avery's Vermont 
By Jamie Franklin, Karen Wilkin and Robert Wolterstorff 

 
Milton Avery's Vermont accompanies a summer, 2016 exhibition at the Bennington 

Museum which takes the first focused look at the work this prominent American 

modernist created based on six summers of intense activity in southern Vermont 

between 1935 and 1943. Avery regularly spent his summers traveling with his family 

in search of new material, and may have been drawn to Vermont by his friend Meyer 

Schapiro, one of the foremost art historians of the twentieth century. Noted for his 

simultaneous commitment to exploring the formal, abstract qualities of art and creating 

representational images drawn from his daily encounters with people and places, Avery 

captured his family's summer activities and his personal response to the Vermont 

landscape in works characterized by bold, gestural marks and bright, non-associative 

colors. 

 

Milton Avery's Vermont examines Avery's artistic process through pencil sketches 

executed en plein air, fresh watercolors based on his sketches, and major oil paintings.  

 

About the Author: 

JAMIE FRANKLIN has been curator at the Bennington Museum since 2005. His work 

has focused on American art of the early to mid-20th century, with a particular 

emphasis on the intersection of modernism and self-taught art. He has organized 

exhibitions and written books, essays and articles featuring artists and topics including 

Erastus Salisbury Field, Grassroots Art, Impressionism, Rockwell Kent, Anna Mary 

Robertson 'Grandma' Moses, and Alice Neel. His 2014 exhibition 'Alice Neel/Erastus 

Salisbury Field: Painting the People' was recognized by the Wall Street Journal as one 

of the most memorable exhibitions of the year. 

KAREN WILKIN is an independent curator and art critic based in New York. A 

specialist in 20th-century modernism, she has written monographs on David Smith, 

Anthony Caro, Stuart Davis, Kenneth Noland, Helen Frankenthaler, Isaac Witkin, 

Giorgio Morandi, and Hans Hofmann and organized exhibitions of their work 

internationally. Wilkin is the Contributing Editor for Art for the Hudson Review and a 

regular contributor to The New Criterion and the Wall Street Journal. Her book 

Anthony Caro: Interior and Exterior was published in 2011 and she was the overall 

editor of the series of 5 volumes published on Caro's work. She contributed to the 

monograph Wayne Thiebaud published in 2015. 
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The Art of Evolution 
Darwin, Darwinisms, and Visual Culture 

Edited by Barbara Larson and Fae Brauer 
 

Key Features: 

· A timely and stimulating collection of essays about the impact of Darwin's 

ideas on visual culture 
 

Inspired by the Charles Darwin bicentennial, The Art of Evolution presents a collection 

of essays by international scholars renowned for their groundbreaking work on Darwin. 

The book not only includes a discussion of the popular imagery that immediately 

followed the publication of On the Origin of Species, but it also traces the impact of 

Darwin's ideas on visual culture over time and throughout the Western world. The 

contributors analyze the visual expression of a broad range of Darwin-inspired 

subjects, including eugenics, aesthetics and sexual selection, monera and protoplasm 

theories, social Darwinism and colonialism, the Taylorized body, and the natural 

history of surrealism. The visual imagery responding to Darwin and Darwinism ranges 

from popular caricature to state propaganda to major trends within Modern Art and 

Modernism. This rarely addressed subject will enrich our understanding of Darwin's 

impact across disciplines and reveal how transformations in science were manifested 

visually in so many enticingly unexpected ways.  

 

Contributors: Sara Barnes, Robert Michael Brain, Fae Brauer, Janet Browne, James 

Krasner, Barbara Larson, Marsha Morton, Gavin Parkinson, Andrew Patrizio, Phillip 

Prodger, Pat Simpson. 
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Keepsakes and Treasures 
Stories from Historic New England's Jewelry Collection 

Edited by Laura E. Johnson and By Carl Nold 

 
Historic New England's jewelry collection spans centuries of family tales, industrial 

development, and artistic expression. Some of these adornments bear designer names 

and museum-worthy pedigrees. Some are well used, with stories embedded in every 

nick and missing stone. Some represent up-to-the-minute trends. Some embody deeply 

held spiritual beliefs.  

 

Through full-color photographs and engaging stories, Keepsakes and Treasures is a 

gorgeous overview of what jewelry looked like for New Englanders from the mid-

1700s to the present. Each piece illuminates a new facet of New England life across the 

centuries. 

 

About the Author: 

LAURA E. JOHNSON is Historic New England s associate curator and the curator of 

Mementos: Jewelry of Life and Love from Historic New England, opening spring 2017 

at the Eustis Estate in Milton, Massachusetts. 
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Caravaggio to Mattia Preti 
Baroque Painting in Malta 

By Keith Sciberras 

 
The title Caravaggio to Mattia Preti aptly provides the parameters that span 

seventeenth century baroque painting in Malta.  Caravaggio's move to Malta in 1607 

opened this magnificent chapter in Maltese art, to which the island responded with 

extraordinary artistic foresight.  Malta offered Caravaggio security, but more 

importantly it offered him the opportunity to redeem himself. On the island, the power 

of Caravaggio's brush and the celebration of his virtuosity overcame the dishonour of 

his lifestyle, despite the fact that this materialised in a Catholic frontier country until 

then renowned, not for the artistic patronage of its rulers, but for its military austerity. 

During this period, Malta was ruled by the Knights of the Order of St John and their 

fascinating political context impinged significantly on the character of its art.  Their 

political clout and their eight-pointed cross attracted other artists, including Mattia 

Preti, whose four-decade stay on the island defined the triumphant manner of Maltese 

baroque art.  Preti's death on the island in 1699 came at the end of the century. This 

book discusses the work of the major artists who painted on the island during the 

seventeenth century and analyses the context in which they were produced. It also 

discusses paintings of importance that were sent from mainland Italy and reviews them 

and their critical fortune within the story of Maltese art. 
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The Conventual Church of the Knights of Malta 

(Second Edition) 
Splendour, History and Art of St John's Co-Cathedral, Valletta 

By Cynthia De Giorgio 

 
St John's Co-Cathedral is a gem of Baroque art and architecture. Its rich history and 

artistic heritage is due to the fact that, for over 200 years, it was the conventual church 

of the Order of St John of Jerusalem. The history of the church is directly tied to the 

history of the Order in Malta. Over the years, the grand masters, dignitaries, and 

knights donated gifts of high artistic value and made enormous contributions to enrich 

it with the best works of art by the leading artists available to them. The knights 

themselves referred to the church as 'la nostra chiesa maggiore della Sacra Religione 

Gerosolmitana'. The book outlines the history of the church. It also describes the 

chapels, the art and the treasures found within. Moreover it is the first book to be 

published after the completion of the restoration project of the main nave. This new 

edition retains most of the narrative of the 2010 edition however all photography has 

now been changed to reflect the restoration project, which has brought out the 

splendour of the heritage gem. 

 

About the Author: 

Cynthia de Giorgio is Curator of St John's Co-Cathedral and Museum. She is a 

graduate of the University of Malta and holds an Honours Bachelor of Art degree in 

history of art and a Masters degree in Baroque Studies. 
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Teatru Manoel 
The National Theatre of Malta 

Edited by Michael Mangion 

 
Teatru Manoel is a historical monument of global importance and a living temple of 

the performing arts. Built in 1731 by order of Grand Master Antonio Manoel de 

Vilhena, whose name it still bears, it remains today one of the finest examples of 

theatre architecture in Europe.  Named as one of the 15 most beautiful theatres by CNN 

in May 2014, the Manoel is also one of the oldest 'working' theatres in the world and is 

Malta's national theatre. As incumbent custodians of this priceless gem, it is our 

responsibility not only to preserve and enhance it but also to sustain its relevance for 

the present and above all, the future. This book aims to present the many other facets 

that make up the institution that is the Manoel. First and foremost there is the theatre's 

role in the cultural environment of Malta as well as Europe. Secondly, there is the rich 

and chequered history of this 283-year-old building which has survived plagues, 

invasions, blockades, stiff competition, wars and economic downturns with a detailed 

account of the changes it has undergone both to its architecture and internal decor. 

Thirdly, and of no less importance, are the thousands of artistic productions that have 

involved great, renowned and not-so-renowned artists from every performing arts 

genre that have, over the centuries, graced its stage. Furthermore, this book, which 

covers the history, the architectural changes, the performers and performances over so 

many decades to date, ensures that this theatre's unparalleled contribution to Malta's 

cultural scene is acknowledged, appreciated and documented. 
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Performative Citizenship 
Public Art, Urban Design, and Political Participation 

Edited by Laura Iannelli and Pierluigi Musarò 

 
In 1995, in Chicago, Mary Jacob curated "Culture in action", an experience of 

participatory Public Art which left a mark on the contemporary artistic research and 

criticism. Over the last twenty years, this "new genre of public art" (Lacy 1995) has 

developed. In these "dialogical" and "connective" aesthetics (Kester 1999, Gablik 

1992), public artists have involved citizens in creative performances that aim to modify 

citizens' perceptions of the places where they live, to create new relations within and 

toward the territory, and to transform (often temporarily) the physical spaces.  

 

The book moves from the first outcomes of a two-years interdisciplinary research 

programme on the Italian contemporary Public Art, funded by the Sardinia Region 

(Italy). Moving beyond the traditional ladders of formal citizen participation to 

territory governance, the research investigates how public artists have involved citizens 

in creative performances that aim to modify citizens' perceptions of the places where 

they live, to create new relations within and toward the territory, and to transform 

(often temporarily) the physical spaces. 
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Les mosquées ibadites du djebel Nafusa 
Architecture, histoire et religions du nort-ouest de la Libye (VIIe-XIIIe 

siècle) 

By Virginie Prevost 
 

Key Features: 

· An examination of 20 or so moques, bringing to light their key 

architectural features and linking them to Medieval Ibadite texts 
 

The mosques of the Djebel Nafusa, little known and under threat, personify the 

continuity of traditions and faith of the Ibadites, who have retained their grip over the 

centuries on this rugged landscape, despite their many trials and tribulations. This book 

is the result of a mission carried out in 2010 with the photographer Axel Derriks and 

examines twenty or so mosques, bringing to light their architectural features and 

linking them to medieval Ibadite texts. 
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