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Garibaldi's Maltese Corsairs 
By Abraham Borg 

 
Garibaldi's connection with Malta and the Maltese dates back to 1837 when he had 

already taken refuge in South America, mainly in Montevideo. It was there that he met 

with other Italian exiles on the run from the despotic governments that held Italy in 

thrall for so many years. In Montevideo he teamed up with Luigi Rossetti, undisputed 

leader of the followers of Mazzini in South America. In their battle against despotism 

these Italian refugees had taken up the cause of the secessionist province of the Rio 

Grande do Sul against the forces of the Imperial Government of Brazil. In 1837 

Garibaldi was given Letters of Marque by the rebellious province, to run after Brazilian 

ships. Among the crew of "corsairs" Garibaldi had approached and enlisted two 

Maltese - "due maltesi" - whose names he does not give, and consequently none of his 

many biographers. Garibaldi's exploits aroused the ire of the Imperial Brazilian 

Government which made pressure on Argentina and Uruguay to desist from giving 

help to the rebels or offer facilities in their ports. In one of his skirmishes Garibaldi was 

grievously injured and left for dead. The sea-battle was fought bravely by four Italian 

sailors from Genova and the two Maltese who managed to ward off their attackers. The 

corsairs headed for the Argentinean port of San Antonio del Gualeguay where the ship 

was confiscated and the crew underwent an interrogation by a special commission. 

That testimony, dated July 1837, is recorded in 18 pages of legal paper in which the 

crew give their names, nationality, profession and age. It is by the testimony that we 

come to know who the two Maltese were, thanks to an Italian diplomat who transcribed 

them and published them in a little-known book in 1964. The original legal papers are 

now being published for the first time. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 

Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
ISBN: 978-99932-7-551-0 

 

BINDING: Paperback 

 

PRICE: £21.00 

 

PUBLISHER: Midsea Books 

 

PAGES: 240 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS: yes 

 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

January 1, 2016 

 

READER INTERESTS: 

Maritime Archaeology, Ships & 

Shipping 

 

NOT FOR SALE: 

CA, MX, US 

 

 

The Maltese Island and the Sea 
Edited by Timmy Gambin 

 
The one inescapable fact of living on an island is that islanders are are surrounded by 

sea. Over ninety percent of all goods that the Maltese consume on a daily basis have, at 

some point or other, travelled across some stretch of sea or other.  This volume is 

divided in two sections. Four historical essays in Part I cover the maritime history of 

the Maltese Islands from the ancient period to the British era. Although set in 

chronological order, these essays may be read individually or in sequence. Part II of the 

volume is dedicated to maritime heritage. Essays contained in this section cover 

different aspects of Malta's maritime tradition – some hardly-known as well others 

which are presently considered as popular tradition. All chapters in this section provide 

extremely valuable contributions to the maritime cultural heritage of Malta and Gozo. 

This section of the book is also very well illustrated.  
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Viking Age War Fleets  
Shipbuilding, resource management and maritime warfare in 11th-century 

Denmark    

By Morten Ravn 

 
The military operations of Scandinavian societies in the Viking Age depended on their 

ships. Different types of ships were used in order to transport troops and war supplies. 

Some ships were designed to conduct the speedy transport of large numbers of troops, 

while others were specialised cargo vessels used in military operations as carriers of 

supplies and sometimes troops as well. This book examines the building and use of 

ships for warfare in 11th century Denmark. The subjects are addressed through detailed 

analyses of aspects such as resources, organisational structures and naval warfare. The 

outcomes are a more informed understanding of 11th century Scandinavian military 

organisation, shipbuilding and resource management. 
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