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The People of the North (1546-1610) 
By Paul Catania 

 
The book breaks new ground in so far as it brings together the information from 

extensive archival research into a variety of primary sources. The author's findings on 

an exhaustive data base on Naxxar and its satellite villages and hamlets covering the 

period between 1546 (when Naxxar parish records start) and 1610, shed insightful light 

on such diverse aspects of village life as life expectancy, child labour, migration, 

defence strategy, trade, morality, place-names, agriculture, land ownership, religious 

practices, and other patterns of behaviour and the parish scene. The book is a major 

contribution to Malta's social history since, together with other studies, provides 

important insights and essential tesserae in the building up of the mosaic of our island's 

past. 
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Knights, Buccuneers, and Sugar Cane 
The Caribbean Colonies of the Order of Malta 

By Thomas Freller and William Zammit 

 
In the middle of the seventeenth century, apart from such leading powers and 

commercial giants as Spain, Portugal, England, France, and the Netherlands, all of a 

sudden even the minuscule Order of St John joined in the global race for colonies. In 

1651 the Order acquired the islands of St Kitts (St Christopher), St Martin, St 

Bartholomew, and St Croix, and in the next years, in spite of many obstacles, tried to 

make them profitable. The history of these events not only sheds light on the 

international, indeed worldwide, networking of the Order but also on the personal 

ambitions and greed of a new 'globalized' age. This book presents the long overdue full 

story of this, until now only scarcely researched, colourful episode in the long and 

chequered history of the Knights of St John.  
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