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An Archaeology of Prehistoric Bodies and Embodied 

Identities in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Edited by Maria Mina, Sevi Triantaphyllou and Yiannis Papadatos 
 

Key Features: 

· Adopts body-focused methodological and theoretical perspectives to 

confront the perception that past bodies are invisible 

 

· Wide geographical and chronological range within the prehistory of the 

Aegean, Cyprus and the Near East 

 

· Explores the anthropology of the body and its role in the construction and 

performance of social identity 
 

In the long tradition of the archaeology of the eastern Mediterranean bodies have held a 

prominent role in the form of figurines, frescos, or skeletal remains, and have even 

been responsible for sparking captivating portrayals of the Mother-Goddess cult, the 

elegant women of Minoan Crete or the deeds of heroic men. Growing literature on the 

archaeology and anthropology of the body has raised awareness about the dynamic and 

multifaceted role of the body in experiencing the world and in the construction, 

performance and negotiation of social identity.  

 

In these 28 thematically arranged papers, specialists in the archaeology of the eastern 

Mediterranean confront the perceived invisibility of past bodies and ask new research 

questions. Contributors discuss new and old evidence; they examine how bodies 

intersect with the material world, and explore the role of body-situated experiences in 

creating distinct social and other identities. Papers range chronologically from the 

Palaeolithic to the Early Iron Age and cover the geographical regions of the Aegean, 

Cyprus and the Near East. They highlight the new possibilities that emerge for the 

interpretation of the prehistoric eastern Mediterranean through a combined use of 

body-focused methodological and theoretical perspectives that are nevertheless 

grounded in the archaeological record. 

 

About the Author: 

Maria Mina is a researcher in the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus. She specialises in 

the prehistoric archaeology of the Aegean with particular interests in prehistoric 

anthropomorphic figurines, the Neolithic and Bronze Age of the Aegean and Cyprus, 

gender archaeology, archaeology of the body and metal personal objects. 

Yiannis Papadatos was born in Patras in 1972. He received his degree in Archaeology 

and History of Art from the University of Athens (1994), and his PhD in Prehistoric 

Archaeology from the University of Sheffield (1999). He has worked as a Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow at the University of Sheffield (2001-2002) and as contract 

archaeologist for the Greek Archaeological Service (2002-2007).  

Sevi Triantaphyllou is Assistant Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology and 

Osteoarchaeology at the School of History and Archeology, Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki. Her research interests are mainly in palaeopathology and funerary 

remains from Macedo. 
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Portable Antiquities, Palimpsests, and Persistent 

Places 
A multi-period approach to Portable Antiquities Scheme data in 

Lincolnshire 

By Adam Jonathan Daubney 
 

Key Features: 

· This book explores the significance of PAS data for Lincolnshire, in 

particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record 
 

Every year thousands of archaeological objects and artefact scatters are discovered by 

the public, most of them by metal-detector users, but also by people whilst out walking, 

gardening, or going about their daily work. Once recorded, these finds hold enormous 

potential in helping us understand the past. In England and Wales these finds are 

reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), and since 2003 over one million 

finds have been recorded.This book explores the significance of PAS data for 

Lincolnshire, in particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record, 

and how they come together to form multi-period artefact scatters, defined here for the 

first time as 'plough-zone palimpsests'. A bespoke methodology is developed that 

allows PAS data to be analysed at different scales of time and place. This brings into 

focus different sources of bias and different interpretative possibilities. A series of case 

studies then explore these palimpsests on varying scales of time and place. These 

demonstrate how portable antiquities are important biographical components of 

'temporally-sticky' or 'persistent places', and have the potential to reveal structuring 

within the landscape over long-periods of time. Combined with other evidence 

engrained within the landscape, PAS data help to explain how the past influenced the 

subsequent use of places, and how the aftershocks of human activity resonate in the 

landscape today. 

 

About the Author: 

Adam Daubney is the Lincolnshire Finds Liaison Officer for the British Museum's 

Portable Antiquities Scheme. He has been recording archaeological objects in 

Lincolnshire for over fifteen years, and has a particular interest in Roman Britain, and 

the longer-term use of the rural landscape. Adam has a PhD from the University of 

Leicester, in which he explored the significance of multi-period artefact scatters in 

Lincolnshire. 
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