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Gods and Garments 
Textiles in Greek Sanctuaries in the 7th to the 1st Centuries BC 

By Cecilie Brøns 
 

Key Features: 

· Examines temple inventories in order to investigate the role of textiles and 

clothing accessories in Greek sanctuaries in terms of attire, identity and 

position of individuals within the ancient Greek religious system 

 

· Explores the use of textiles to dress ancient cult images 

 

· Examines evidence for the dress codes in the Greek sanctuaries through 

an investigation of the existence of particular attire for ritual personnel 

and visitors to the sanctuaries using archaeological, iconography and 

written sources 
 

Textiles comprise a vast and wide category of material culture and constitute a crucial 

part of the ancient economy. Yet, studies of classical antiquity still often leave out this 

important category of material culture, partly due to the textiles themselves being only 

rarely preserved in the archaeological record. This neglect is also prevalent in 

scholarship on ancient Greek religion and ritual, although it is one of the most vibrant 

and rapidly developing branches of classical scholarship. The aim of the present 

enquiry is, therefore, to introduce textiles into the study of ancient Greek religion and 

thereby illuminate the roles textiles played in the performance of Greek ritual and their 

wider consequences.  

 

Among the questions posed are how and where we can detect the use of textiles in the 

sanctuaries, and how they were used in rituals including their impact on the 

performance of these rituals and the people involved. Chapters centre on three themes: 

first, the dedication of textiles and clothing accessories in Greek sanctuaries is 

investigated through a thorough examination of the temple inventories. Second, the use 

of textiles to dress ancient cult images is explored. The examination of Hellenistic and 

Roman copies of ancient cult images from Asia Minor as well as depictions of cult 

images in vase-painting in collocation with written sources illustrates the existence of 

this particular ritual custom in ancient Greece. Third, the existence of dress codes in the 

Greek sanctuaries is addressed through an investigation of the existence of particular 

attire for ritual personnel as well as visitors to the sanctuaries with the help of 

iconography and written sources.  

 

By merging the study of Greek religion and the study of textiles, the current study 

illustrates how textiles are, indeed, central materialisations of Greek cult, by reason of 

their capacity to accentuate and epitomize aspects of identity, spirituality, position in 

the religious system, by their forms as links between the maker, user, wearer, but also 

as key material agents in the performance of rituals and communication with the 

divine. 
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Crossing Boundaries 
Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Art, Material Culture, Language and 

Literature of the Early Medieval World 

Edited by Eric Cambridge and Jane Hawkes 
 

Key Features: 

· Transcends traditional disciplinary boundaries to offer new approaches 

to a number of themes focused on the material culture of the medieval 

world 

 

· Major new perspectives on the archaeology of Viking historical episodes 

 

· Offers fresh insights into some of the most iconic survivals from the 

Viking and medieval period 
 

Interdisciplinary studies are increasingly widely recognised as being among the most 

fruitful approaches to generating original perspectives on the medieval past. In this 

major collection of 27 papers, contributors transcend traditional disciplinary 

boundaries to offer new approaches to a number of themes ranging in time from late 

antiquity to the high Middle Ages. The main focus is on material culture, but also 

includes insights into the compositional techniques of Bede and the Beowulf-poet, and 

the strategies adopted by anonymous scribes to record information in unfamiliar 

languages.  

 

Contributors offer fresh insights into some of the most iconic survivals from the period, 

from the wooden doors of Sta Sabina in Rome to the Ruthwell Cross, and from St 

Cuthbert's coffin to the design of its final resting place, the Romanesque cathedral at 

Durham. Important thematic surveys reveal early medieval Welsh and Pictish carvers 

interacting with the political and intellectual concerns of the wider Insular and 

continental world.  

 

Other contributors consider what it is to be Viking, revealing how radically present 

perceptions shape our understanding of the past, how recent archaeological work 

reveals the inadequacy of the traditional categorisation of the Vikings as 'incomers', 

and how recontextualising Viking material culture can lead to unexpected insights into 

famous historical episodes such as King Edgar's boat trip on the Dee.  

 

Recent landmark finds, notably the runic-inscribed Saltfleetby spindle whorl and the 

sword pommel from Beckley, are also published here for the first time in 

comprehensive analyses which will remain the fundamental discussions of these 

spectacular objects for many years to come.This book will be indispensable reading for 

everyone interested in medieval culture. 

 

About the Author: 

Eric Cambridge is a freelance author and editor specialising in medieval art and 

architecture. 

Jane Hawkes is Reader in medieval art history at the University of York, specialising in 

the art and architecture of late antiquity and early medieval Europe. 
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Underground Archaeology 
Studies on Human Bones and Artefacts from Ireland's Caves 

Edited by Marion Dowd 
 

Key Features: 

· Presents new perspectives on the use and perception of caves at different 

times in the past, from the Early Mesolithic through to post-medieval time 

 

· Reveals complex and varied funerary practices and rituals associated 

with cave burials 

 

· Highlights the changing roles of caves as places for shelter, occupation, 

burial and ritual practices during the Mesolithic to Bronze Age 
 

This book brings together a series of ground-breaking studies on human bones and 

artefacts recovered from Irish caves principally between 1870 and 1990. Until now 

these assemblages had either been completely neglected or had not been examined with 

modern techniques. The 15 expert contributions presented here shine a light on the use 

and perception of caves at different times in the past, from the Early Mesolithic 

through to post-medieval times.  

 

The book opens with osteoarchaeological analyses of human bones from 24 caves, 

revealing complex and varied funerary practices and rituals. Shell beads and animal 

tooth pendants provide insight into the status of those whose skeletal remains were 

placed in caves. Studies on lithics, stone axes and prehistoric pottery highlight the 

changing roles of caves as places for shelter, occupation, burial and ritual practices 

during the Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age. An examination of the Late Bronze 

Age and Iron Age metalwork contributes to wider evidence of votive deposition at 

natural places in the landscape. Several chapters focus on the wealth of early medieval 

and Viking-age activities, drawing on pottery assemblages from caves along the north 

coast, to ecclesiastical shrine fragments from sites in the south, as well as Viking 

material from a growing number of caves.  

 

These studies will be of interest to osteoarchaeologists; to those who specialise in 

particular archaeological periods; to museumologists and artefact specialists; to cave 

archaeologists; and to everyone interested in Ireland's past. 

 

About the Author: 

Marion Dowd is a lecturer in prehistoric archaeology at the Institute of Technology, 

Sligo where she specialises in the Archaeology of Irish caves and how they have been 

used from the Mesolithic through to post-medieval times, whether for burial, 

excarnation, veneration, occupation, refuge or as hideaways. She has many research 

interests including  Mesolithic Archaeology, Folklore and archaeology, archaeology of 

emotion, Funeral Practices, and Votive offerings. 
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Silk 
Trade and Exchange along the Silk Roads between Rome and China in 

Antiquity 

Edited by Berit Hildebrandt 
 

Key Features: 

· Multi-disciplinary analyses by leading international scholars of silk as a 

commodity, gift, tribute and status symbol in Antiquity 

 

· Examines varying cultural and chronological contexts between East and 

West, including technological aspects of silk production 

 

· Many excellent colour images of silk textiles 
 

Already in Greek and Roman antiquity a vibrant series of exchange relationships 

existed between the Mediterranean regions and China, including the Indian 

subcontinents along well-defined routes we call the Silk Roads. Among the many 

goods that found their way from East to West and vice versa were glass, wine, spices, 

metals like iron, precious stones as well as textile raw materials and fabrics and silk, a 

luxury item that was in great demand in the Roman Empire. These collected papers 

connect research from different areas and disciplines dealing with exchange along the 

Silk Roads. These historical, philological and archaeological contributions highlight 

silk as a commodity, gift and tribute, and as a status symbol in varying cultural and 

chronological contexts between East and West, including technological aspects of silk 

production. The main period concerns Rome and China in antiquity, ending in the late 

fifth century CE, with the Roman Empire being transformed into the Byzantine 

Empire, while the Chinese chronology covers the Han dynasty, the Three Kingdoms, 

the Western and Eastern Jin and Sixteen Kingdoms, ending in 420 CE. In addition, 

both earlier and later epochs are also considered in order to gather an understanding of 

developments and changes in long-distance and longer-term relations that involved 

silk. 

 

About the Author: 

Berit Hildebrandt is a researcher at the Danish National Research Foundation's Centre 

for Textile Research at Copenhagen University, Denmark, where she specialises in the 

study of ancient silks and the silk trade. She is currently involved in a major project 

exploring changes in the costume of the Roman emperor, his family and his court from 

Augustus to the emperor Honorius (1st century BCE-5th century CE).  
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Ancient Historiography on War and Empire 
Edited by Timothy Howe, Sabine Müller and Richard Stoneman 
 

Key Features: 

· Combines historial and literary evidence to explore context of history-

writing in the ancient world and its focus on war and empire 

 

· Takes key events from the Achaemenid Persian, Athenian, Macedonian 

and Roman 'empires' to analyse the way events and the accounts of those 

events interact 

 

· Examines how leaders in the ancient Greek-speaking world balanced the 

reporting of facts on past events and warfare with shaping and guiding 

their contemporary political interests and behaviours 
 

In the ancient Greek-speaking world, writing about the past meant balancing the 

reporting of facts with shaping and guiding the political interests and behaviours of the 

present. Ancient Historiography on War and Empire shows the ways in which the 

literary genre of writing history developed to guide empires through their wars. Taking 

key events from the Achaemenid Persian, Athenian, Macedonian and Roman 'empires', 

the 17 essays collected here analyse the way events and the accounts of those events 

interact.   

 

Subjects include: how Greek historians assign nearly divine honours to the Persian 

King; the role of the tomb cult of Cyrus the Founder in historical narratives of conquest 

and empire from Herodotus to the Alexander historians; warfare and financial 

innovation in the age of Philip II and his son, Alexander the Great; the murders of 

Philip II, his last and seventh wife Kleopatra, and her guardian, Attalos; Alexander the 

Great's combat use of eagle symbolism and divination; Plutarch's juxtaposition of 

character in the Alexander-Caesar pairing as a commentary on political legitimacy and 

military prowess, and Roman Imperial historians using historical examples of good and 

bad rule to make meaningful challenges to current Roman authority. In some cases, the 

balance shifts more towards the 'literary' and in others more towards the 'historical', but 

what all of the essays have in common is both a critical attention to the genre and 

context of history-writing in the ancient world and its focus on war and empire. 

 

About the Author: 

Timothy Howe is Associate Professor of History and Ancient Studies at St. Olaf 

College (USA). His main research interests are in Alexander the Great, ancient 

Mediterranean warfare, agriculture, law, religion, trade, and, Greek and Latin 

epigraphy.  

Sabine Müller is Professor of Ancient History at Marburg University (Germany) where 

she specialises in ancient Near East, Greece, Macedonia and Rome including 

iconography and the study of ancient writers in relation to archaeoligcal evidence. 

Richard Stoneman is Honorary Visiting Professor at the University of Exeter (UK) 

with particular research interest in the continuity of the Greek world and Greek 

tradition up to the present day and in Alexander the Great, especially in later legend.  
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Archaeozoology of the Near East 
Edited by Marjan Mashkour and Mark Beech 
 

Key Features: 

· Major contribution to interpretation of faunal remains from the 

Palaeolithic to the Byzantine period 

 

· Contributions from more than 60 specialists 

 

· Important case studies from major urban and religious sites 
 

This two part volume brings together over 60 specialists to present 31 papers on the 

latest research into archaeozoology of the Near East. The papers are wide-ranging in 

terms of period and geographical coverage: from Palaeolithic rock shelter assemblages 

in Syria to Byzantine remains in Palestine and from the Caucasus to Cyprus. Papers are 

grouped into thematic sections examining patterns of Palaeolithic and Neolithic 

subsistence in northern Mesopotamia, Anatolia and the Iranian plateau; Palaeolithic to 

Neolithic faunal remains from Armenia; animal exploitation in Bronze Age urban sites; 

new evidence concerning pastoralism, nomadism and mobility; aspects of 

domestication and animal exploitation in the Arabian peninsula; several case studies on 

ritual animal deposits; and specific analyses of patterns of animal exploitation at urban 

sites in Turkey, Palestine and Jordan.  

 

This important collection of significant new work builds on the well-established 

foundation of previous ICAZ publications to present the very latest results of 

archaeozoological research in the prehistory of this formative region in the 

development of animal exploitation.  

 

About the Author: 

Mark Beech is Cultural Landscapes Manager in the Historic Environment Department 

of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage in the United Arab Emirates. He 

is responsible for undertaking archaeological fieldwork and research within the Emirate 

of Abu Dhabi, including the development of the official Abu Dhabi database of 

archaeological, palaeontological and cultural heritage sites, as well as the use of GIS as 

a cultural heritage management tool. He is also an Honorary Visiting Fellow in 

Zooarchaeology and Environmental Archaeology in the Department of Archaeology, 

University of York. 

Marjan Mashkour is a faculty member of CNRS based in Paris. She is the first Iranian 

to specialize in the field of zooarchaeology and has been engaged in many field and 

laboratory projects in Iran and the Near East. Her research interests are in the late 

Palaeolithic fauna of the Zagros Mountains and the domestication of the wild goat in 

Iran.  
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An Archaeology of Prehistoric Bodies and Embodied 

Identities in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Edited by Maria Mina, Sevi Triantaphyllou and Yiannis Papadatos 
 

Key Features: 

· Adopts body-focused methodological and theoretical perspectives to 

confront the perception that past bodies are invisible 

 

· Wide geographical and chronological range within the prehistory of the 

Aegean, Cyprus and the Near East 

 

· Explores the anthropology of the body and its role in the construction and 

performance of social identity 
 

In the long tradition of the archaeology of the eastern Mediterranean bodies have held a 

prominent role in the form of figurines, frescos, or skeletal remains, and have even 

been responsible for sparking captivating portrayals of the Mother-Goddess cult, the 

elegant women of Minoan Crete or the deeds of heroic men. Growing literature on the 

archaeology and anthropology of the body has raised awareness about the dynamic and 

multifaceted role of the body in experiencing the world and in the construction, 

performance and negotiation of social identity.  

 

In these 28 thematically arranged papers, specialists in the archaeology of the eastern 

Mediterranean confront the perceived invisibility of past bodies and ask new research 

questions. Contributors discuss new and old evidence; they examine how bodies 

intersect with the material world, and explore the role of body-situated experiences in 

creating distinct social and other identities. Papers range chronologically from the 

Palaeolithic to the Early Iron Age and cover the geographical regions of the Aegean, 

Cyprus and the Near East. They highlight the new possibilities that emerge for the 

interpretation of the prehistoric eastern Mediterranean through a combined use of 

body-focused methodological and theoretical perspectives that are nevertheless 

grounded in the archaeological record. 

 

About the Author: 

Maria Mina is a researcher in the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus. She specialises in 

the prehistoric archaeology of the Aegean with particular interests in prehistoric 

anthropomorphic figurines, the Neolithic and Bronze Age of the Aegean and Cyprus, 

gender archaeology, archaeology of the body and metal personal objects. 

Yiannis Papadatos was born in Patras in 1972. He received his degree in Archaeology 

and History of Art from the University of Athens (1994), and his PhD in Prehistoric 

Archaeology from the University of Sheffield (1999). He has worked as a Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow at the University of Sheffield (2001-2002) and as contract 

archaeologist for the Greek Archaeological Service (2002-2007).  

Sevi Triantaphyllou is Assistant Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology and 

Osteoarchaeology at the School of History and Archeology, Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki. Her research interests are mainly in palaeopathology and funerary 

remains from Macedo. 
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Archaeology the Homeric Epic 
Edited by Susan Sherratt and John Bennet 

 
The relationship between the Homeric epics and archaeology has long suffered mixed 

fortunes, swinging between 'fundamentalist' attempts to use archaeology in order to 

demonstrate the essential historicity of the epics and their background, and outright 

rejection of the idea that archaeology is capable of contributing anything at all to our 

understanding and appreciation of the epics. Archaeology and the Homeric Epic 

concentrates less on historicity in favour of exploring a variety of other, perhaps 

sometimes more oblique, ways in which we can use a multi-disciplinary approach – 

archaeology, philology, anthropology and social history – to help offer insights into the 

epics, the contexts of their possibly prolonged creation, aspects of their 'prehistory', and 

what they may have stood for at various times in their long oral and written history.   

 

The effects of the Homeric epics on the history and popular reception of archaeology, 

especially in the particular context of modern Germany, is also a theme that is explored 

here. Contributors explore a variety of issues including the relationships between visual 

and verbal imagery, the social contexts of epic (or sub-epic) creation or re-creation, the 

roles of bards and their relationships to different types of patrons and audiences, the 

construction and uses of 'history' as traceable through both epic and archaeology and 

the relationship between 'prehistoric' (oral) and 'historical' (recorded in writing) 

periods.  Throughout, the emphasis is on context and its relevance to the creation, 

transmission, re-creation and manipulation of epic in the present (or near-present) as 

well as in the ancient Greek past. 

 

About the Author: 

John Bennet is Director of the British School at Athens (London) and Professor of 

Aegean Archaeology at the University of Sheffield. His main research interests include 

the archaeology of complex societies (particularly the Minoan and Mycenaean cultures 

of the Bronze Age Aegean); the archaeology and history of Crete; early writing and 

administrative systems (especially Linear B) and Ottoman Greece. 

Susan Sherratt is Reader in Mediterranean Archaeology at the University of Sheffield. 

Her research interests are in the Bronze and Early Iron Ages of the Aegean, Cyprus and 

the wider eastern Mediterranean, particularly in all aspects of trade and interaction 

within and beyond these regions and in exploring the ways in which the Homeric epics 

and the archaeological record can most usefully be combined. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 

Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
ISBN: 978-1-61168-981-5 

 

BINDING: Hardback 

 

PRICE: £25.00 

 

PUBLISHER: Brandeis University 

Press 

 

PAGES: 296 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS: 29 illus. 

 

SPECIFICATION: 235mm x 156mm 

 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

October 18, 2016 

 

READER INTERESTS: 

American History 

 

NOT FOR SALE: 

CA, MX, US 

 

 

Louis Bamberger 
Department Store Innovator and Philanthropist 

By Linda B. Forgosh 

 
Louis Bamberger (1855–1944) was the epitome of the merchant prince as public 

benefactor. Born in Baltimore, this son of German immigrants built his business-the 

great, glamorous L. Bamberger & Co. department store in Newark, N.J.-into the sixth-

largest department store in the country. A multimillionaire by middle age, he joined the 

elite circle of German Jews who owned Macy's, Bloomingdale's, and Filene's. Despite 

his vast wealth and local prominence, Bamberger was a reclusive figure who shunned 

the limelight, left no business records, and kept no diaries. He remained a bachelor and 

kept his private life and the rationale for his business decisions to himself. 

 

Yet his achievements are manifold. He was a merchandising genius whose innovations, 

including newspaper and radio ads and brilliant use of window and in-store displays, 

established the culture of consumption in twentieth-century America. His generous 

giving, both within the Jewish community and beyond it, created institutions that still 

stand today: the Newark YM-YWHA, Beth Israel Hospital, and the Newark Museum. 

Toward the end of his career, he financed and directed the creation of the Institute for 

Advanced Study at Princeton, which led to a friendship with Albert Einstein. 

 

Despite his significance as business innovator and philanthropist, historians of the great 

department stores have paid scant attention to Bamberger. This full-length biography 

will interest historians as well as general readers of Jewish history nationally, New 

Jerseyans fascinated by local history, and the Newarkers for whom Bamberger's was a 

beloved local institution. 

 

About the Author: 

LINDA B. FORGOSH is an independent scholar and executive director of the Jewish 

Historical Society of New Jersey. 
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Legalizing Plural Marriage 
By Mark Goldfeder 

 
Polygamous marriages are currently recognized in nearly fifty countries worldwide. 

Although polygamy is technically illegal in the United States, it is practiced by 

members of some religious communities and a growing number of other "poly" groups. 

In the radically changing and increasingly multicultural world in which we live, the 

time has come to define polygamous marriage and address its legal feasibilities. 

 

Although Mark Goldfeder does not argue the right or wrong of plural marriage, he 

maintains that polygamy is the next step - after same-sex marriage - in the development 

of U.S. family law. Providing a road map to show how such legalization could be 

handled, he explores the legislative and administrative arguments which demonstrate 

that plural marriage is not as farfetched - or as far off - as we might think. Goldfeder 

argues not only that polygamy is in keeping with the legislative values and freedoms of 

the United States, but also that it would not be difficult to manage or administrate 

within our current legal system. His legal analysis is enriched throughout with 

examples of plural marriage in diverse cultural and historical contexts. 

 

Tackling the issue of polygamy in the United States from a legal perspective, this book 

will engage anyone interested in constitutional law, family law, or criminal law, along 

with sociologists and those who study gender and culture in modern times. 
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Hardback, 9781611688344, £70 

Paperback, 9781611688351, £33 

Legalizing Plural Marriage 
By Mark Goldfeder 

 
Polygamous marriages are currently recognized in nearly fifty countries worldwide. 

Although polygamy is technically illegal in the United States, it is practiced by 

members of some religious communities and a growing number of other "poly" groups. 

In the radically changing and increasingly multicultural world in which we live, the 

time has come to define polygamous marriage and address its legal feasibilities. 

 

Although Mark Goldfeder does not argue the right or wrong of plural marriage, he 

maintains that polygamy is the next step - after same-sex marriage - in the development 

of U.S. family law. Providing a road map to show how such legalization could be 

handled, he explores the legislative and administrative arguments which demonstrate 

that plural marriage is not as farfetched - or as far off - as we might think. Goldfeder 

argues not only that polygamy is in keeping with the legislative values and freedoms of 

the United States, but also that it would not be difficult to manage or administrate 

within our current legal system. His legal analysis is enriched throughout with 

examples of plural marriage in diverse cultural and historical contexts. 

 

Tackling the issue of polygamy in the United States from a legal perspective, this book 

will engage anyone interested in constitutional law, family law, or criminal law, along 

with sociologists and those who study gender and culture in modern times. 
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Amaravati 
The Art of an Early Buddhist Monument in Context 

Edited by Michael Willis and Akira Shimada 

 
Buddhism originated in north India and spread to other parts of the subcontinent in the 

third century BCE. The Andhra region, located along the south-east coast of India, 

welcomed Buddhism and a stupa, probably built to house a relic of the Buddha from 

the north, was constructed at Amaravati. From 200 BCE, the stupa was enlarged and 

substantially embellished over several centuries, making it one of the most important 

Buddhist monuments in India. However, the stupa fell into decline from the 14th 

century and it was re-discovered and excavated only in the 19th century. In 1880 more 

than 120 of the Amaravati sculptures entered the collection of the British Museum, 

with other pieces eventually finding their way to museums in India, Europe and 

America.The papers in this book emerged from a conference at the British Museum 

held in September 2014 that brought together leading specialists from around the world 

to address aspects of Amaravati and its sculpture. Subjects covered in this volume 

include the rediscovery of the stupa at the end of the 18th century as well as its 

recreation in the 21st century. The art of Amaravati is also placed in the context of 

other sites and remains from the Andhra region which, despite its importance, has been 

relatively neglected in the study of the religious and visual cultures of South Asia. 

 

About the Author: 

Akira Shimada is Associate Professor of Ancient India at State University of New 

York at New Paltz. He has authored a number of books and articles on Amaravati and 

Buddhist material culture of early India, including his 2013 publication Early Buddhist 

Architecture in Context: The Great Stupa at Amaravati (ca. 300 BCE-300 CE).  

Michael Willis is leading Beyond Boundaries: Religion, Region, Language and the 

State, a project funded by the European Research Council (ERC) that is based in the 

British Museum, the British Library and the School of Oriental and African Studies. He 

is the author of The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the Establishment of 

the Gods (Cambridge, 2009) and a number of other books on Indian art, archaeology 

and history. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 

Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
ISBN: 978-1-933880-55-6 

 

BINDING: Paperback 

 

PRICE: £13.00 

 

PUBLISHER: Cavankerry Press 

 

PAGES: 80 

 

SPECIFICATION: 235mm x 152mm 

 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

October 18, 2016 

 

READER INTERESTS: 

Poetry 

 

NOT FOR SALE: 

CA, MX, US 

 

 

Jesus Was a Homeboy 
By Kevin Carey 

 
In Jesus was a Homeboy, Carey returns to the urban beach front, the dusty 

gymnasiums, the barrooms and the restaurants that have defined the chapters of his life. 

It's an honest reflection of one man's life with all its flaws and regrets, connecting the 

reader with the real drama of everyday life – aging, acknowledging past mistakes, and 

wishing things had been different but still being able to celebrate and hold onto those 

moments that make us appreciate what we have. 

 

About the Author: 

KEVIN CAREY teaches at Salem State University. He has published two previous 

books, The One Fifteen to Penn Station (CavanKerry Press, 2012) and The Beach 

People (2014). Kevin is also a playwright and a filmmaker. His 2012 co-directed 

documentary film about New Jersey poet Maria Mazziotti Gillan is called All That Lies 

Between Us. 
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Inuit Poems and Songs 
Folk poetry of East Greenland 

By William Thalbitzer and Torben Hutchings 

 
"These poems erupted in the East Greenlanders heart–the human sea at the outer limit 

of the north–on Earth's most desolate and rugged shores. They were found in the living 

tradition of a small, recently discovered Eskimo people that I (Thalbitzer) had gone to 

study. For the first time I heard their language as it sounded on people's lips, as it must 

have sounded through many generations. I understood that this was part of the Inuit 

people's ancient poetry, and these songs and poems deserved to be written down for 

greater humanity."  -from the introduction 

 

About the Author: 

Equipped with the latest phonetic methods, WILLIAM THALBITZER (1873-1958) 

left Denmark in 1900 to spend a year in West Greenland. Throughout his research, 

Thalbitzer also worked to find other possible languages showing traces of kinship with 

the Inuit languages. He wanted to help the Greenlanders preserve their spiritual culture 

and hoped that his work would strengthen the values and consciousness of the 

indigenous community in light of increasing interaction with the dominant culture of 

the Danes. 
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Lexical Collocations in  

Bilingual Lexicography 
By Barbara Berti 

 
Elusive yet intuitive at the same time, the concept of collocation has attracted the 

attention of different branches of linguistics for many a year, owing to the proven 

pervasiveness of such combinations in languages. Although a universally accepted 

definition of collocation has not been reached as each attempted description is 

inextricably related to the linguist's standpoint, the development of a series of very 

workable ideas on the nature of these combinations has led to the production of worthy 

linguistic commodities. While English lexicography has kept pace with the 

development in lexicology and corpus linguistics, Italian lexicography has only 

recently started to look in that direction. The author investigates the treatment of lexical 

collocations in the major bilingual English-Italian dictionaries, looking closely at the 

lexicographers' choices while keeping the end users and their heuristics in mind. 
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Independent Work in a Postfordist Society 
By Sergio Bologna 

 
The social condition of people working as independent professionals has been 

investigated first by the German sociologists in the Twenties. They know how to 

distinguish the knowledge workers from the intellectuals. Then, for more than 60 years 

this topic disappeared from the social analysis and from the public discussion, coming 

back to the interest of public opinion at the beginning of the Eighties, where the 

enterprises started outsourcing some professional activities and new lifestyles made 

independent work more attractive for young people. The Internet and digital 

technologies make easier to work alone. The author investigates the 'anthropological' 

difference between making a living as employee or as freelancer. He criticizes the 

wrong assumption that an independent worker is an enterprise. Freelancers belongs to 

the symbolic world of labour, they merit full citizenship in the right of labour. But they 

should come together and have more voice. 
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The Stranger in My Genes 
A Memoir 

By Bill Griffeth 

 
Bill Griffeth, longtime genealogy buff, takes a DNA test that has an unexpected 

outcome: "If the results were correct, it meant that the family tree I had spent years 

documenting was not my own." Bill undertakes a quest to solve the mystery of his 

origins, which shakes his sense of identity. As he takes us on his journey, we learn 

about choices made by his ancestors, parents, and others - and we see Bill measure and 

weigh his own difficult choices as he confronts the past. 

 

About the Author: 

BILL GRIFFETH is co-anchor of Closing Bell on CNBC. A member of the production 

team that founded Financial News Network in 1981, Bill has extensive experience in 

business television and is a multiple ACE Award nominee. He has written several other 

books, including By Faith Alone: One Family s Epic Journey Through 400 Years of 

American Protestantism (2007). Bill lives in New Jersey. 
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Feder 
By  Nathanaël 

 
With an English as ebullient as it is macabre, Nathanaël's novel plunges its reader into 

a filmic world redolent of unsolved crime and suspicion. Part noir, part philosophical 

investigation, part literary subterfuge, Feder tenders image over evidence as it 

exfoliates the inside-out life of its protagonist Feder, at once aloof and queerly 

omniscient, with a propulsive intimacy that all but breeds a sense of the narrator's 

complicity in the narrative's central travesty. In this reality, municipal sewer systems 

are brimming with bodies drifted in with the tides, the last century's architectures have 

gone unpeopled, and a minor mishap on a tram can cause the sudden death of a 

stranger across a continent. Feder offers no simple set of problems and solutions, but 

the texture of an electric curiosity at play in language. 

 

About the Author: 

NATHANAEL is the author of more than twenty books written in English or French. 

She lives in Chicago. 
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Fleshgraphs 
By Brynne Rebele-Henry 

 
Haunted by on-line confessions, ranging from the trivial to the homicidal, and by a 

society obsessed with people changing their corporeal forms, Fleshgraphs is a multi-

vocal manifesto of the body. Lyrical, experimental, satirical-these prose fragments 

enact a potent exploration of queerness, girlhood and illness against a backdrop of 

internet and rape culture. 

 

About the Author: 

BRYNNE REBELE-HENRY was born in 1999. Her poetry, fiction, and nonfiction 

have appeared in Prairie Schooner, Denver Quarterly, Fiction International, The Volta, 

So to Speak, Verse, and Adroit, among other publications. She has received numerous 

honors for her work, including the Louise Louis/Emily F. Bourne Award from the 

Poetry Society of America. She lives in Richmond, Virginia. 
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Walking on Darkness 
By Peter Dale Scott 

 
Praise for Peter Dale Scott 

 

"Coming to Jakarta is the most important political poem to appear in the English 

language in a very long time." – Robert Hass 

 

"[Peter Dale Scott's work] extends the scope of poetry, reclaiming some of the ground 

lost since Dryden, lost even since Pound. . . . A true invention, it should be of interest 

to all who read poetry." -Thom Gunn 

 

"Bold, idiosyncratic, and arresting…" -Robert Pinsky 

 

About the Author: 

PETER DALE SCOTT is a former Canadian diplomat and Professor Emeritus of 

English at the University of California, Berkeley. In addition to numerous volumes of 

poetry, including Coming to Jakarta: A Poem about Terror, his books include The 

American Deep State: Wall Street, Big Oil, and the Attack on U.S Democracy and 

Tilting Point. 
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Portable Antiquities, Palimpsests, and Persistent 

Places 
A multi-period approach to Portable Antiquities Scheme data in 

Lincolnshire 

By Adam Jonathan Daubney 
 

Key Features: 

· This book explores the significance of PAS data for Lincolnshire, in 

particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record 
 

Every year thousands of archaeological objects and artefact scatters are discovered by 

the public, most of them by metal-detector users, but also by people whilst out walking, 

gardening, or going about their daily work. Once recorded, these finds hold enormous 

potential in helping us understand the past. In England and Wales these finds are 

reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), and since 2003 over one million 

finds have been recorded.This book explores the significance of PAS data for 

Lincolnshire, in particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record, 

and how they come together to form multi-period artefact scatters, defined here for the 

first time as 'plough-zone palimpsests'. A bespoke methodology is developed that 

allows PAS data to be analysed at different scales of time and place. This brings into 

focus different sources of bias and different interpretative possibilities. A series of case 

studies then explore these palimpsests on varying scales of time and place. These 

demonstrate how portable antiquities are important biographical components of 

'temporally-sticky' or 'persistent places', and have the potential to reveal structuring 

within the landscape over long-periods of time. Combined with other evidence 

engrained within the landscape, PAS data help to explain how the past influenced the 

subsequent use of places, and how the aftershocks of human activity resonate in the 

landscape today. 

 

About the Author: 

Adam Daubney is the Lincolnshire Finds Liaison Officer for the British Museum's 

Portable Antiquities Scheme. He has been recording archaeological objects in 

Lincolnshire for over fifteen years, and has a particular interest in Roman Britain, and 

the longer-term use of the rural landscape. Adam has a PhD from the University of 

Leicester, in which he explored the significance of multi-period artefact scatters in 

Lincolnshire. 
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Ancient Lives 
Object, people and place in early Scotland. Essays for David V Clarke on 

his 70th birthday 

Edited by Fraser Hunter and Alison Sheridan 
 

Key Features: 

· This scholarly and accessible volume provides a show-case of new 

information and new perspectives on material culture linked, but not 

limited to, Scotland 
 

Ancient Lives provides new perspectives on object, people and place in early Scotland 

and beyond. The 19 papers cover topics ranging from the Neolithic to the Medieval 

period, and from modern museum practice to ancient craft skills. The material culture 

of ancient lives is centre stage – how it was created and used, how it was rediscovered 

and thought about, and how it is displayed.Dedicated to Professor David V Clarke, 

former Keeper of Archaeology in National Museums Scotland, on his 70th birthday, 

the book comprises three sections which reflect some of his many interests. "Presenting 

the past" offers perspectives on current museum practice, especially in relation to 

archaeological displays. "Ancient lives and multiple lives" looks at antiquarian 

approaches to the Scottish past and the work of a Scottish antiquary abroad, while 

"Pieces of the past" offers a series of authoritative case-studies on Scottish artefacts, as 

well as papers on the iconic site of Skara Brae and on the impact of the Roman world 

on Scotland. With subjects ranging from Gordon Childe to the Govan Stones and from 

gaming pieces to Grooved Ware, this scholarly and accessible volume provides a 

show-case of new information and new perspectives on material culture linked, but not 

limited to, Scotland. 

 

About the Author: 

Dr Fraser Hunter is Principal Curator in the Department of Scottish History and 

Archaeology at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. Fraser's research 

focuses on the Iron Age and Roman periods, and seeks to put Scottish finds into their 

European context.  

 

Dr Alison Sheridan is Principal Curator in the Department of Scottish History and 

Archaeology at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. Alison's research 

focuses on the Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Bronze Age of Britain and Ireland within 

their wider European context.  
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Ancient Lives 
Object, people and place in early Scotland. Essays for David V Clarke on 

his 70th birthday 

Edited by Fraser Hunter and Alison Sheridan 
 

Key Features: 

· This scholarly and accessible volume provides a show-case of new 

information and new perspectives on material culture linked, but not 

limited to, Scotland 
 

Ancient Lives provides new perspectives on object, people and place in early Scotland 

and beyond. The 19 papers cover topics ranging from the Neolithic to the Medieval 

period, and from modern museum practice to ancient craft skills. The material culture 

of ancient lives is centre stage – how it was created and used, how it was rediscovered 

and thought about, and how it is displayed.Dedicated to Professor David V Clarke, 

former Keeper of Archaeology in National Museums Scotland, on his 70th birthday, 

the book comprises three sections which reflect some of his many interests. "Presenting 

the past" offers perspectives on current museum practice, especially in relation to 

archaeological displays. "Ancient lives and multiple lives" looks at antiquarian 

approaches to the Scottish past and the work of a Scottish antiquary abroad, while 

"Pieces of the past" offers a series of authoritative case-studies on Scottish artefacts, as 

well as papers on the iconic site of Skara Brae and on the impact of the Roman world 

on Scotland. With subjects ranging from Gordon Childe to the Govan Stones and from 

gaming pieces to Grooved Ware, this scholarly and accessible volume provides a 

show-case of new information and new perspectives on material culture linked, but not 

limited to, Scotland. 

 

About the Author: 

Dr Fraser Hunter is Principal Curator in the Department of Scottish History and 

Archaeology at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. Fraser's research 

focuses on the Iron Age and Roman periods, and seeks to put Scottish finds into their 

European context.  

 

Dr Alison Sheridan is Principal Curator in the Department of Scottish History and 

Archaeology at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. Alison's research 

focuses on the Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Bronze Age of Britain and Ireland within 

their wider European context.  
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Op bezoek bij de Groot-Mogol 
Twee hofreizen van de VOC naar de Groot-Mogol in India, 1662 en 

1711-1713 

By Hans Van Santen 
 

Key Features: 

· This Dutch language book discusses two diplomatic trade missions of the 

Dutch East India Company to the court of the Great-Mogol in India 
 

The Dutch East India Company (VOC) is known for its spices imported from the 

Moluccans. It is less well-known that apart from spices the VOC also imported many 

millions of calicoes from India during the 17th and 18th century. For a long time the 

Dutch were the most important foreign trader in India, using dozens of trading stations 

(' factories') at which over 3000 Dutch company servants were deployed. 

 

To be allowed to trade in India, so-called firmans were necessary, official orders by the 

Great-Mogol, laying down the trade privileges. These firmans had to be renewed 

regularly. After Aurangzeb became Great-Mogol, Van Adrichem undertook a journey 

to the royal court. In 1711-1713, fifty years later, Ketelaar did the same after Bahadur 

Shah, the successor of Aurangzeb, took office. 

 

In this study both court journeys are analysed and compared. There are some 

similarities but the differences between both journeys are huge. In half a century India 

had changed quite dramatically, and so had the VOC. The central power of the Mogols 

was weakening and regional powers became more powerful. Many trade routes became 

too dangerous. At the same time India, and especially Bengal, became even more 

important within the overall trading system of the VOC. How did the VOC 

ambassadors, humble merchants by origin, behave at court? 

 

Contrary to what one would expect, they adapted themselves quite successfully to the 

Mogol diplomatic culture. Both ambassadors were quite experienced, having worked 

as merchants for decades already in India. They had an extensive social network and 

were well-versed in Hindustani and Persian, the court language. Ketelaar even wrote 

the first grammar of Hindustani. This study depicts in detail the interaction between 

VOC ambassadors and the royal court. Also the extremely long and dangerous 

journeys from the coast to the royal court in the interior are described. The journey of 

Ketelaar has become famous for its length (two years) and incredible costs (over one 

million guilders). It was the most expensive court journey by the VOC in Asia ever. 

 

About the Author: 

After studying Indo-Iranian languages at Leiden University Hans van Santen wrote his 

Ph.D. in 1982 on the Dutch East India Company in Gujarat and Hindustan, 1620-1660. 

 

After finishing his Ph.D. he joined the foreign service of the Netherlands and served as 

a diplomat in Saudi-Arabia, Belgium, India and Thailand. During his posting in India 

he wrote a biography of a VOC employee Geleynssen de Jongh as well as several 

articles on the Dutch East India Company in India and in Thailand. 
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Op bezoek bij de Groot-Mogol 
Twee hofreizen van de VOC naar de Groot-Mogol in India, 1662 en 

1711-1713 

By Hans Van Santen 
 

Key Features: 

· This Dutch language book discusses two diplomatic trade missions of the 

Dutch East India Company to the court of the Great-Mogol in India 
 

The Dutch East India Company (VOC) is known for its spices imported from the 

Moluccans. It is less well-known that apart from spices the VOC also imported many 

millions of calicoes from India during the 17th and 18th century. For a long time the 

Dutch were the most important foreign trader in India, using dozens of trading stations 

(' factories') at which over 3000 Dutch company servants were deployed. 

 

To be allowed to trade in India, so-called firmans were necessary, official orders by the 

Great-Mogol, laying down the trade privileges. These firmans had to be renewed 

regularly. After Aurangzeb became Great-Mogol, Van Adrichem undertook a journey 

to the royal court. In 1711-1713, fifty years later, Ketelaar did the same after Bahadur 

Shah, the successor of Aurangzeb, took office. 

 

In this study both court journeys are analysed and compared. There are some 

similarities but the differences between both journeys are huge. In half a century India 

had changed quite dramatically, and so had the VOC. The central power of the Mogols 

was weakening and regional powers became more powerful. Many trade routes became 

too dangerous. At the same time India, and especially Bengal, became even more 

important within the overall trading system of the VOC. How did the VOC 

ambassadors, humble merchants by origin, behave at court? 

 

Contrary to what one would expect, they adapted themselves quite successfully to the 

Mogol diplomatic culture. Both ambassadors were quite experienced, having worked 

as merchants for decades already in India. They had an extensive social network and 

were well-versed in Hindustani and Persian, the court language. Ketelaar even wrote 

the first grammar of Hindustani. This study depicts in detail the interaction between 

VOC ambassadors and the royal court. Also the extremely long and dangerous 

journeys from the coast to the royal court in the interior are described. The journey of 

Ketelaar has become famous for its length (two years) and incredible costs (over one 

million guilders). It was the most expensive court journey by the VOC in Asia ever. 

 

About the Author: 

After studying Indo-Iranian languages at Leiden University Hans van Santen wrote his 

Ph.D. in 1982 on the Dutch East India Company in Gujarat and Hindustan, 1620-1660. 

 

After finishing his Ph.D. he joined the foreign service of the Netherlands and served as 

a diplomat in Saudi-Arabia, Belgium, India and Thailand. During his posting in India 

he wrote a biography of a VOC employee Geleynssen de Jongh as well as several 

articles on the Dutch East India Company in India and in Thailand. 
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Portable Antiquities, Palimpsests, and Persistent 

Places 
A multi-period approach to Portable Antiquities Scheme data in 

Lincolnshire 

By Adam Jonathan Daubney 
 

Key Features: 

· This book explores the significance of PAS data for Lincolnshire, in 

particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record 
 

Every year thousands of archaeological objects and artefact scatters are discovered by 

the public, most of them by metal-detector users, but also by people whilst out walking, 

gardening, or going about their daily work. Once recorded, these finds hold enormous 

potential in helping us understand the past. In England and Wales these finds are 

reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS), and since 2003 over one million 

finds have been recorded.This book explores the significance of PAS data for 

Lincolnshire, in particular how these finds enhance the 'known' archaeological record, 

and how they come together to form multi-period artefact scatters, defined here for the 

first time as 'plough-zone palimpsests'. A bespoke methodology is developed that 

allows PAS data to be analysed at different scales of time and place. This brings into 

focus different sources of bias and different interpretative possibilities. A series of case 

studies then explore these palimpsests on varying scales of time and place. These 

demonstrate how portable antiquities are important biographical components of 

'temporally-sticky' or 'persistent places', and have the potential to reveal structuring 

within the landscape over long-periods of time. Combined with other evidence 

engrained within the landscape, PAS data help to explain how the past influenced the 

subsequent use of places, and how the aftershocks of human activity resonate in the 

landscape today. 

 

About the Author: 

Adam Daubney is the Lincolnshire Finds Liaison Officer for the British Museum's 

Portable Antiquities Scheme. He has been recording archaeological objects in 

Lincolnshire for over fifteen years, and has a particular interest in Roman Britain, and 

the longer-term use of the rural landscape. Adam has a PhD from the University of 

Leicester, in which he explored the significance of multi-period artefact scatters in 

Lincolnshire. 
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Dialog of a Veteran Soldier 
By Diogo do Couto, Timothy J. Coates and M. N. Pearson 

 
Fraud, scandal, theft of royal funds, official graft, and cover-ups: these are the subjects 

of the 1612 exposé written by Diogo do Couto in his Dialog of a Veteran Soldier. 

Couto revealed too much and as a result, this work had to wait more than 175 years 

until its first publication in 1790. This classic of overseas Portuguese history is a well-

known source cited by historians of Portuguese Asia, yet it has remained beyond the 

reach of a larger audience until this translation-its first into any other language. Couto 

was never rewarded with any of the prized positions that viceroys and governors 

(according to him) showered on their underlings.  This Dialog is his bitter response. In 

it, we can see the workings of official and informal administration of Portuguese Asia 

as well as the numerous remedies Couto suggests to correct these abuses. 

 

About the Author: 

TIMOTHY J. COATES is professor of history at the College of Charleston. His is the 

author of Convicts and Orphans: Forced and State-Sponsored Colonizers in the 

Portuguese Empire, 1550 1755, and the translator of Andre Joao Antonil s Brazil at the 

Dawn of the Eighteenth Century (Tagus Press, 2012). 

DIOGO DO COUTO (Lisbon, c. 1542 Goa, 10 December 1616) was a Portuguese 

historian. 

M.N. PEARSON is Emeritus Professor at the University of New South Wales, 

Australia 
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Hurt 
The Inspiring, Untold Story of Trauma Care 

By Catherine MD Musemeche 

 
Trauma is a disease of epidemic proportions that preys on the young, killing more 

Americans up to age thirty-seven than all other afflictions combined. Every year an 

estimated 2.8 million people are hospitalized for injuries and more than 180,000 people 

die. 

 

We take for granted that no matter how or where we are injured, someone will call 911 

and trained first responders will show up to insert IVs, stop the bleeding, and swiftly 

deliver us to a hospital staffed by doctors and nurses with the expertise necessary to 

save our lives. None of this happened on its own. 

 

Told through the eyes of a surgeon who has flown on rescue helicopters, resuscitated 

patients in trauma centers in Houston and Chicago, and operated on hundreds of 

trauma victims of all ages, Hurt takes us on a tour of the advancements in injury 

treatment from the battlefields of the Civil War to the state-of-the-art trauma centers of 

today. 

 

About the Author: 

CATHERINE MUSEMECHE, MD, is professor of surgery at the University of Texas 

Medical School. She is the author of Small: Life and Death on the Front Lines of 

Pediatric Surgery. 
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Confession of a Serial Killer 
The Untold Story of Dennis Rader, the BTK Killer 

By Katherine Ramsland 

 
In 1974, Dennis Lynn Rader stalked and murdered a family of four in Wichita, Kansas. 

Since adolescence, he had read about serial killers and imagined becoming one. Soon 

after killing the family, he murdered a young woman and then another, until he had ten 

victims. He named himself "B.T.K." (bind, torture, kill) and wrote notes that terrorized 

the city. He remained on the loose for thirty years. No one who knew him guessed his 

dark secret. He nearly got away with his crimes, but in 2004, he began to play risky 

games with the police. He made a mistake. When he was arrested, Rader's family, 

friends, and coworkers were shocked to discover that B.T.K. had been among them, 

going to work, raising his children, and acting normal. 

 

This case stands out both for the brutal treatment of victims and for the ordinary public 

face that Rader, a church council president, had shown to the outside world. Through 

jailhouse visits, telephone calls, and written correspondence, Katherine Ramsland 

worked with Rader himself to analyze the layers of his psyche. Using his drawings, 

letters, interviews, and Rader's unique codes, she presents in meticulous detail the 

childhood roots and development of one man's motivation to stalk, torture, and kill. 

She reveals aspects of the dark motivations of this most famous of living serial killers 

that have never before been revealed. 

 

In this book Katherine Ramsland presents an intelligent, original, and rare glimpse into 

the making of a serial killer and the potential darkness that lives next door. 

 

About the Author: 

KATHERINE RAMSLAND is director of the Master of Arts in Criminal Justice 

Program at DeSales University in Pennsylvania. She writes a regular blog for 

Psychology Today and has published fifty-nine books including The Mind of a 

Murderer and Psychopath. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 

Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
ISBN: 978-1-61168-892-4 

 

BINDING: Hardback 

 

PRICE: £37.00 

 

PUBLISHER: University Press of New 

England 

 

PAGES: 232 

 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

October 18, 2016 

 

READER INTERESTS: 

Americas 

 

NOT FOR SALE: 

CA, MX, US 

 

 

American Faces 
A Cultural History of Portraiture and Identity 

By Richard H. Saunders 

 
Portraits. We know what they are, but why do we make them? Americans have been 

celebrating themselves in portraits since the arrival of the first itinerant portrait painters 

to the colonies. They created images to commemorate loved ones, glorify the famous, 

establish our national myths, and honor our shared heroes. Whether painting in oil, 

carving in stone, casting in bronze, capturing on film, or calculating in binary code, we 

spend considerable time creating, contemplating, and collecting our likenesses. 

 

In this sumptuously illustrated book, Richard H. Saunders explores our collective 

understanding of portraiture, its history in America, how it shapes our individual and 

national identity, and why we make portraits-whether for propaganda and public 

influence or for personal and private appreciation. American Faces is a rich and 

fascinating view of ourselves. 

 

About the Author: 

Richard H. Saunders is director of the Middlebury College Museum of Art and 

professor of history of art and architecture. He lives in Middlebury, Vermont. 
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Archeophonics 
By Peter Gizzi 

 
Archeophonics is the first collection of new work from the poet Peter Gizzi in five 

years. Archeophonics, defined as the archeology of lost sound, is one way of 

understanding the role and the task of poetry: to recover the buried sounds and shapes 

of languages in the tradition of the art, and the multitude of private connections that lie 

undisclosed in one's emotional memory. The book takes seriously the opening epigraph 

by the late great James Schuyler: "poetry, like music, is not just song." It recognizes 

that the poem is not a decorative art object but a means of organizing the world, in the 

words of anthropologist Clifford Geertz, "into transient examples of shaped behavior." 

Archeophonics is a series of discrete poems that are linked by repeated phrases and 

words, and its themes and nothing less than joy, outrage, loss, transhistorical thought, 

and day-to-day life. It is a private book of public and civic concerns. An online reading 

companion is available at petergizzi.site.wesleyan.edu. 

 

About the Author: 

PETER GIZZI is the author of six collections of poetry including Threshold Songs and 

In Defense of Nothing. He works at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
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African American Connecticut Explored 
Edited by Elizabeth J. Normen and By Katherine J. Harris, Stacey K. 

Close, Wm. Frank Mitchell and Olivia White 

 
The numerous essays by many of the state's leading historians in African American 

Connecticut Explored document an array of subjects beginning from the earliest years 

of the state's colonization around 1630 and continuing well into the 20th century. The 

voice of Connecticut's African Americans rings clear through topics such as the Black 

Governors of Connecticut, nationally prominent black abolitionists like the reverends 

Amos Beman and James Pennington, the African American community's response to 

the Amistad trial, the letters of Joseph O. Cross of the 29th Regiment of Colored 

Volunteers in the Civil War, and the Civil Rights work of baseball great Jackie 

Robinson (a twenty-year resident of Stamford), to name a few. Insightful introductions 

to each section explore broader issues faced by the state's African American residents 

as they struggled for full rights as citizens. This book represents the collaborative effort 

of Connecticut Explored and the Amistad Center for Art & Culture, with support from 

the State Historic Preservation Office and Connecticut's Freedom Trail. It will be a 

valuable guide for anyone interested in this fascinating area of Connecticut's history. 

 

Contributors include Billie M. Anthony, Christopher Baker, Whitney Bayers, Barbara 

Beeching, Andra Chantim, Stacey K. Close, Jessica Colebrook, Christopher Collier, 

Hildegard Cummings, Barbara Donahue, Mary M. Donohue, Nancy Finlay, Jessica A. 

Gresko, Katherine J. Harris, Charles (Ben) Hawley, Peter Hinks, Graham Russell Gao 

Hodges, Eileen Hurst, Dawn Byron Hutchins, Carolyn B. Ivanoff, Joan Jacobs, Mark 

H. Jones, Joel Lang, Melonae' McLean, Wm. Frank Mitchell, Hilary Moss, Cora 

Murray, Elizabeth J. Normen, Elisabeth Petry, Cynthia Reik, Ann Y. Smith, John 

Wood Sweet, Charles A. Teale Sr., Barbara M. Tucker, Tamara Verrett, Liz Warner, 

David O. White, and Yohuru Williams. 

 

 

About the Author: 

STACEY K. CLOSE is a professor of history at Eastern Connecticut State University. 

KATHERINE J. HARRIS is a lecturer at Central Connecticut State University. 

WM. FRANK MITCHELL is a consulting historian at the Amistad Center for Art & 

Culture. 

ELIZABETH J. NORMEN is the publisher of Connecticut Explored, the magazine of 

Connecticut history. She lives in the Hartford, Connecticut area. 
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Punk Ethnography 
The Sublime Frequencies Companion 

Edited by Michael Veal and E. Tammy Kim 

 
This ground-breaking case study examines record production as ethnographic work. 

Since its founding in 2003, Seattle-based record label Sublime Frequencies has 

produced world music recordings that have been received as radical, sometimes 

problematic critiques of the practices of sound ethnography. Founded by punk rocker 

brothers Alan and Richard Bishop, along with filmmaker Hisham Mayet, the label's 

releases encompass collagist sound travelogues; individual artist compilations; 

national, regional and genre surveys, and DVDs-all designed in a distinctive graphic 

style recalling the DIY aesthetic of punk and indie rock. Sublime Frequencies' 

producers position themselves as heirs to canonical ethnographic labels such as 

Folkways, Nonesuch, and Musique du Monde, but their aesthetic and philosophical 

roots in punk, indie rock, and experimental music effectively distinguish their work 

from more conventional ethnographic norms. Situated at the intersection of 

ethnomusicology, sound studies, cultural anthropology, and popular music studies, the 

essays in this volume explore the issues surrounding the label-including appropriation 

and intellectual property-while providing critical commentary and charting the impact 

of the label through listener interviews.  

 

About the Author: 

E. TAMMY KIM is a writer and member of The New Yorker's editorial staff. She 

previously worked as a staff writer at Al Jazeera America and a social justice lawyer. 

MICHAEL E. VEAL is a musician and professor of ethnomusicology at Yale 

University. He is the author of several books, including Fela: The Life and Times of an 

African Musical Icon and Dub: Soundscapes and Shattered Songs in Jamaican Reggae. 
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Punk Ethnography 
The Sublime Frequencies Companion 

Edited by Michael Veal and E. Tammy Kim 

 
This ground-breaking case study examines record production as ethnographic work. 

Since its founding in 2003, Seattle-based record label Sublime Frequencies has 

produced world music recordings that have been received as radical, sometimes 

problematic critiques of the practices of sound ethnography. Founded by punk rocker 

brothers Alan and Richard Bishop, along with filmmaker Hisham Mayet, the label's 

releases encompass collagist sound travelogues; individual artist compilations; 

national, regional and genre surveys, and DVDs-all designed in a distinctive graphic 

style recalling the DIY aesthetic of punk and indie rock. Sublime Frequencies' 

producers position themselves as heirs to canonical ethnographic labels such as 

Folkways, Nonesuch, and Musique du Monde, but their aesthetic and philosophical 

roots in punk, indie rock, and experimental music effectively distinguish their work 

from more conventional ethnographic norms. Situated at the intersection of 

ethnomusicology, sound studies, cultural anthropology, and popular music studies, the 

essays in this volume explore the issues surrounding the label-including appropriation 

and intellectual property-while providing critical commentary and charting the impact 

of the label through listener interviews.  

 

About the Author: 

E. TAMMY KIM is a writer and member of The New Yorker's editorial staff. She 

previously worked as a staff writer at Al Jazeera America and a social justice lawyer. 

MICHAEL E. VEAL is a musician and professor of ethnomusicology at Yale 

University. He is the author of several books, including Fela: The Life and Times of an 

African Musical Icon and Dub: Soundscapes and Shattered Songs in Jamaican Reggae. 

 

 

 


