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The Army of the Roman Republic 
The Second Century BC, Polybius and the Camps at Numantia, Spain 

By Mike Dobson 

 
The main source of archaeological evidence for Late Roman Republican camps is a 

complex of installations around the Iberian  city of Numantia in Spain, excavated by 

Adolf Schulten in the  early 1900s. This book reassesses Schulten and concludes that  

much of his interpretation is questionable.  

 

Radically different  alternative reconstructions making use of recent fieldwork are  

presented for several of the sites. A discussion of dating  evidence leads to alternative 

dates being offered for some of the  camps. To aid interpreting the sites, army 

organisation and art  of encampment for the period of the Numantine Wars is 

discussed.   

 

This study gives added importance to the sites at Numantia, for  they not only form the 

main source of archaeological evidence for  Late Republican camps, but provide 

evidence for the form of camp  for both the late manipular army and the early cohort 

one. 
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Greek and Roman Oared Warships 399-30BC 
By John Morrison 

 
This is an important study of the new types of warships which evolved in the navies of 

the Mediterranean in the 4th and 3rd centuries BC, and of their use by Greeks, 

Phoenicians and Romans in the fleets and naval battles in the second and first 

centuries, culminating in the Battle of Aktion. The book includes a catalogue and 

discussion of the iconography of the ships with over fifty illustrations from coins, 

sculptures and other objects.  

 

John Coates discusses reconstructions, crews, ships and tactics illuminated by the 

recent experiments with the reconstructed trireme  Olympias. Complete with gazetteer, 

glossary, bibliography and indexes. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Enquiries to: Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW, Tel: +44 (0)1865 241249, Fax: +44 (0)1865 794449 

Oxbow Books are distributed by Orca Book Services Tel: +44 (0)1235 465521, Fax: +44 (0)1235 465555 

Email: trade@oxbowbooks.com, Web: www.oxbowbooks.com, Email: orders@orcabookservices.co.uk 

 
 

 
ISBN: 978-1-78570-323-2 

 

BINDING: Paperback 

 

PRICE: £38.00 

 

PUBLISHER: Oxbow Books 

 

PAGES: 272 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS: b/w 

 

SPECIFICATION: 240mm x 170mm 

 

PUBLICATION DATE: 

November 30, 2016 

 

READER INTERESTS: 

Osteoarchaeology & Biological 

Anthropology 

Roman Britain 

 

NOT FOR SALE: 

CA, MX, US 

 

 

Death as a Process 
the Archaeology of the Roman Funeral 

Edited by J. Pearce and J. Weekes 
 

Key Features: 

· Draws on large-scale fieldwork from across Europe, methodological 

advances and conceptual innovations to explore new insights from analysis 

of the Roman dead 

 

· Presents case studies spanning a cross-section of Roman society and 

examining how to interpret the stratigraphic signatures of the rituals 

practised before, around and after burial 

 

· Methodological analyses consider how human skeletal, faunal and plant 

remains illuminate the dead themselves and death rituals 
 

The study of funerary practice has become one of the most exciting and rapidly 

developing areas of Roman archaeology in recent decades. This volume draws on 

large-scale fieldwork from across Europe, methodological advances and conceptual 

innovations to explore new insights from analysis of the Roman dead, concerning both 

the rituals which saw them to their tombs and the communities who buried them. In 

particular the volume seeks to establish how the ritual sequence, from laying out the 

dead to the pyre and tomb, and from placing the dead in the earth to the return of the 

living to commemorate them, may be studied from archaeological evidence. 

Contributors examine the rites regularly practised by town and country folk from the 

shores of the Mediterranean to the English Channel, as well as exceptional  

circumstances, as in the aftermath of the Varian disaster in Augustan Germany.  

 

Case studies span a cross-section of Roman society, from the cosmopolitan merchants 

of Corinth to salt pan workers at Rome and the rural poor of Britannia and Germania. 

Some papers have a methodological focus, considering how human skeletal, faunal and 

plant remains illuminate the dead themselves and death rituals, while others examine 

how to interpret the stratigraphic signatures of the rituals practised before, around and 

after burial.  

 

Adapting anthropological models, other papers develop interpretive perspectives on the 

funerary sequences which can thus be reconstructed and explore the sensory 

dimensions of burying and commemorating the dead. Through these varied approaches 

the volume aims to demonstrate and develop the richness of the insights into Roman 

society and culture which may be won from study of the dead. 

 

About the Editor: 

John Pearce is Senior Lecturer in Archaeology at King's College, London. His 

research interests lie in Roman archaeology, especially Italy and the provinces of 

north-western Europe. 

 

Jake Weekes is Archaeological Research Officer at the Canterbury Archaeological 

Trust, Canterbury, England with particular interests in funerary practices in Roman 

Britain. 
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The Athenian Agora - Volume 37 
Amphora Stamps from Thasos 

By Chavdar Tzochev 

 
Ancient Thasos was renowned for its wine, which was heavily exported in ceramic 

amphoras across the eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Once a principal market 

in this trade, the Athenian Agora is now home to one of the largest collections of 

stamped amphora fragments from the island of Thasos, including 723 items dating 

from the beginning of the 4th to the late 2nd century B.C. This volume presents the 

Thasian amphora stamps of the Agora collection, contextualized in a broader 

discussion of their interpretation and chronology. The core contributions of the volume 

are an improved chronology of the officials mentioned on the stamps, based on a 

reassessment of archaeological evidence from the Agora and beyond, and an innovative 

study of the engravers who made the stamping dies. This volume also provides a 

critical review of the complex and still poorly understood system of control over 

ceramic production that underlies the stamping practice. A quantitative study based on 

28,030 Thasian stamps highlights the major trends in the Thasian wine trade and offers 

insight into the role of Athens in this trade. 
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EAA 158 
Newnham 

By David Ingham, Jeremy Oetgen and Anna Slowikowski 

 
Excavations were conducted in the early 1970s at the site of an elaborate Roman 

farmstead at Newnham, Bedfordshire. Nearly all of the Roman remains have been 

destroyed by gravel quarrying that began in the 1950s. The excavations, under the 

direction of the late Angela Simco, recorded part of the core area of the farmstead and 

recovered significant assemblages of artefacts and animal bone. Post-excavation 

analysis and publication was not completed at the time and the site archive eventually 

passed to Bedford Museum in 2000. Funding from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability 

Fund, distributed by English Heritage, allowed the results of fieldwork to be published. 

 

The authors’ conclusion is that the Newnham farmstead should not be classed as a 

'villa'. Instead it is suggested that the later buildings housed the administrative and/or 

communal functions of a large organised farm, without the luxurious domestic element 

of a villa. The focus of farming operations was probably livestock (mainly cattle and 

sheep), which culminated at the end of the 4th century in commercial butchery to 

supply lamb or wool to other settlements. After the end of Roman administration in 

Britain the ruined farmstead seems to have been a site of early Anglo-Saxon 

settlement. This is evidenced by the presence of Anglo-Saxon pottery, although hardly 

any features can be dated to this period.  

 

The main datasets analysed for this report consist of structural records, pottery 

(excluding the amphorae, now missing), ceramic building material, a range of other 

artefacts (animal products, metalwork, glass, stone, plaster/mortar and slag), and 

animal bone. The small collection of human bone is fragmentary or from unphased 

contexts and is not analysed in detail. Because this is a rather unusual site for the 

locality, detailed specialist reports and full catalogues are included with this report on a 

CD-ROM, to aid comparison of the Newnham assemblages with those from other sites. 
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EAA 159 
The Production and Distribution of Medieval Pottery in Cambridgeshire 

By Paul Spoerry 

 
This synthetic and analytical study of medieval pottery focuses on the post-1974 

County of Cambridgeshire, including the historic counties of Cambridgeshire and the 

Isle of Ely, Huntingdonshire and the Soke of Peterborough. The period under study is 

the Middle Saxon to the end of the medieval period (c. AD 650 to AD 1500). The 

research project, funded by Historic England, examines evidence for pottery 

manufacture and its distribution and use, through the study of documents, publications, 

excavated assemblages and museum collections.  

 

The report is presented in two parts. Part 1 describes the results of the research 

programme, and also provides a consideration of period assemblages by ceramic sub-

region with a synthesis of the results which examines in detail aspects such as pottery 

production and supply. Areas for further research are identified. Part 2 provides the 

illustrated type series and scientific analysis through the use of thin sections and ICPS 

investigation.  
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Recht haben und Recht bekommen im Imperium 

Romanum. Das Gerichtswesen der römischen 

Kaiserzeitt und seine dokumentarische Evidenz 
The Journal of Juristic Papyrology, Supplement 24 

Edited by Rudolf Haensch 

 
The scientific view of Roman jurisdiction is still dominated by the two major law 

compilations from Late Antiquity, the Codices Theodosianus and Iustinianus. 

Especially Modern Roman legal historians base their descriptions mostly upon these 

sources. However, these compilations only allow an insight into the legal system at the 

time of their promulgation, that is to say the end of the Vth and the VIth century AD. 

Even for this period, the insight is more about the intended than the actual reality, 

about the norm rather than its application and the problems occurring by applying 

Roman law. However, jurisdiction was an important element, if not the most important 

one, of Roman rule in Italy and the provinces; representatives of Roman power were in 

charge of judgments for all significant litigations. Therefore, if Rome's subjects got 

into contact with Roman governors or other representatives, it was mostly during 

litigation. The large amount of epigraphical and papyrological documents published 

during the last century provides much more detailed and authentic information on the 

reality of the legal system, its strengths and weaknesses, especially during the High 

Empire, than both codices. Unfortunately, until recently, this documentation has not 

been much used by legal historians and other researchers in Roman government. 

 

Three conferences, which took place in the Villa Vigoni at Lake Como, aimed to 

initiate a detailed and comprehensive discussion of these sources by publishing new 

documents, providing overviews of the state of source material regarding different 

aspects of Roman jurisdiction and discussing these aspects in detailed studies. 

Specialists from Germany, Italy and France took part in these discussions according to 

the concept of tri-national conferences. The outcome of these meetings presented in 

this 800 pages volume offers a detailed and updated picture of the Roman and post-

Roman administration of justice since the Principate till the Late Antiquity, studied 

both from the side of the central institutions and from the provincial milieu. The books 

is thus an indispensable tool for every historian of Antiquity, not only legal ones, but 

also focusing on institutional history of the Empire. 
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Roman London's First Voices 
Writing Tablets from the Bloomberg Excavations, 2010–14 

By Roger Tomlin 

 
This publication presents research into Britain's largest, earliest and most significant 

collection of Roman waxed writing tablets. The collection, which boasts the first hand-

written document known from Britain, was discovered during archaeological 

excavations for Bloomberg. The formal, official, legal and business aspects of life in 

the first decades of Londinium are revealed, with appearances from slaves, freedmen, 

traders, soldiers and the judiciary. Aspects of the tablets considered include their 

manufacture, analysis of the wax applied to their surfaces, their epigraphy and the 

content of over 80 legible texts. 
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Silchester 
Integrating geophysics and archaeology: the results of the Silchester 

mapping project 2005-10 

By John Creighton and Robert Fry 
 

Key Features: 

· The volume combines data from historical maps, excavations and 

geophysical surveys to map the interior of the Roman town and its environs 

 

· The volume includes a series of maps which will form a basic resource  

for future work on Roman Silchester 
 

This volume draws together for the first time all the fieldwork known to have taken 

place from the earliest located trenches in the 1720s up until the modern campaigns of 

Fulford. It integrates this work with a new geophysical survey of 217ha to provide a 

new overarching narrative for the town.  

 

The volume starts with a historiography of work on the city from earliest antiquarian 

investigations. This sense of changing interpretations of the site permeates all the later 

discussion, showing how new discoveries have transformed understandings. The core 

of the volume contains the empirical data, mapping the past excavations alongside 

evidence from aerial photography, fieldwalking, LiDAR and geophysics. The final 

sections provide essays in interpretation, with thematic reviews of: the defenses; the 

development of the oppidum; the military connection; the mortuary landscape; trade 

and industry; and pubic entertainment. Finally a narrative overview examines how the 

town's remains have been interpreted within an historical setting. 

 

 

 


