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Neolithic Stepping Stones 
Excavation and survey within the western seaways of Britain, 2008-2014 

Edited by Duncan Garrow and Fraser Sturt 
 

Key Features: 

· Explores the importance of the western maritime zone of the UK as a 

crucial corridor of interaction during later prehistory with partiuclar 

regard to the arrival of the Neolithic in Britain 

 

· Discusses the visibility of material connections across the sea the extent of 

Neolithic settlement variability and the consequences of geographical 

biases in research for our understanding of the prehistoric past 

 

· Presents extensive new datasets from excavations of key Late mesolithic–

Early Neolithic sites on Guernsey, the Scilly Isles and South Uist 
 

The 'western seaways' are an arc of sea extending from the Channel Islands in the 

south, through the Isles of Scilly around to Orkney in the north. This maritime zone has 

long been seen as a crucial corridor of interaction during later prehistory. Connections 

across it potentially led, for example, to the eventual arrival of the Neolithic in Britain, 

almost 1000 years after it arrived on the near continent.  

 

This book's primary focus is Early Neolithic settlement on islands within the 'western 

seaways' – sites that offer significant insight into the character of the Mesolithic–

Neolithic transition in this particular maritime zone. It also explores a series of directly 

related, wider themes: the nature and effects of 'island-ness' in later prehistory; the 

visibility of material connections across the sea; the extent of Neolithic settlement 

variability across Britain; and the consequences of geographical biases in research for 

our understanding of the prehistoric past. At the heart of the book lie the results of 

three substantial excavations at L'Erée, Guernsey; Old Quay, St Martin's (Isles of 

Scilly); and An Doirlinn, South Uist.  

 

Key findings include: the first major Mesolithic flint assemblage recovered from 

Scilly; one of the most extensively excavated and long-lasting Neolithic/Bronze Age 

occupation sites in the Channel Islands; the first substantial Neolithic settlement on 

Scilly; and the longest sequence of Neolithic/Early Bronze Age occupation on a single 

site from the Outer Hebrides. In order to contextualise the significance of these 

findings, we also present an extended discussion and broad synthesis of Mesolithic, 

Neolithic and Bronze Age archaeology on each island group. 

 

About the Author: 

Duncan Garrow is a lecturer in the Department of Archaeology at the University of 

Reading.  He specialises in European prehistory (with a particular focus on Britain) and 

archaeological theory. 

 

Fraser Sturt is a senior lecturer in the Department of Archaeology at Southampton 

University specialising in maritime prehistory and geoarchaeology. 
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Excavations at Milla Skerra, Sandwick 
Rythmns of Life on Iron Age Unst 

By Olivia Lelong 
 

Key Features: 

· Reveals the everyday practices and seasonal rhythms of successive Iron 

Age communities over about 500 years 

 

· Describes evidence for a range of agricultural, craft and manufacturing 

activities 

 

· Presents inportant evidence o the environment and land-use of Unst in the 

1st millennia BC/AD 
 

During the late 1st millennium BC into the early 1st millennium AD, the small island 

of Unst in the far north of the Shetland (and British) Isles was home to well-established 

and connected farming and fishing communities. The Iron Age settlement at Milla 

Skerra was occupied for at least 500 years before it was covered with storm-blown 

sand and abandoned.  Although part of it had been lost to the sea, excavation revealed 

many details of the life of the settlement and how it was reused over many generations. 

From the middle of the 1st millennium BC people were constructing stone-walled 

yards and filling them with hearth waste and midden material. Later inhabitants built a 

house on top, with a paved floor and successive hearths, and more domestic rubbish 

accumulated inside it. Outside were new yards and workshops for crafts and 

metalworking, which were remodelled several times. The buildings fell into disrepair 

and became a dumping ground for domestic waste until the 2nd or 3rd century AD, 

when sand buried the settlement. Within a few generations, a man was buried beside 

the ruins along with some striking objects. Thousands of artefacts and environmental 

remains from  Milla Skerra reveal the everyday practices and seasonal rhythms of the 

people that lived in this windswept and remote island settlement and their connections 

to both land and sea. 

 

About the Author: 

Olivia Lelong is a director at Northlight Heritage in Glasgow. She holds a PhD in the 

archaeology of upland landscapes, has worked extensively in the north and west of 

Scotland and directed the excavations at Milla Skerra. 
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Horton Kingsmead Quarry Volume 1 
By Gareth Chaffey, Alistair Barclay and Ruth Pelling 

 
Excavations at Kingsmead Quarry, Horton, Berkshire, have provided an opportunity to 

investigate a large multi-period site with occupation dating back over 12,000 years. 

The immediate landscape was one of braided river channels for much of later 

prehistory, whilst a substantial channel at the southern edge of the quarry is thought to 

be a former course of the Thames. 

 

The investigations at Horton have revealed evidence for a rare Early Neolithic house, 

indicating permanent occupation on the site from about 3800 BC. A number of 

contemporary pits are suggestive of a house 'void'. During the Bronze Age the 

landscape was dramatically transformed from an open area to an enclosed and 

subdivided agricultural landscape comprising field systems and two substantial 

farmsteads. Each farm was associated with burials, domestic refuse and metalwork. 

The Iron Age and Romano-British periods saw continued development and re-

organisation of the landscape, with associated settlements of a much smaller scale. 

 

This is the first of three volumes and covers the results from 2003–2009. A range of 

structural evidence, augmented by considerable quantities of artefactual and 

environmental information, show Horton to have been a suitable and significant place 

for episodic settlement from the start of the Neolithic. A detailed account of the site is 

given in this volume, whilst its position in the wider archaeological landscape of the 

Middle Thames Valley is discussed. 

 

 

 

 


