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PREFACE

This book is the first in a projected series of three volumes concerned with landscape
phenomenology and prehistory. It follows on from themes introduced in two previous
works, A Phenomenology of Landscape (Tilley 1994) and Metaphor and Material
Culture (Tilley 1999). All the studies presented here are concerned with the
significance of 'matural' and 'cultural' stones in various landscapes of prehistoric
Europe from the Neolithic to the Iron Age. Chapter 1 discusses the phenomenological
perspective of Merleau-Ponty in relation to bodies, places and landscapes. It provides
the theoretical and conceptual basis for Chapters 2-5 which are detailed case studies
designed to show the manner in which a phenomenological approach works out in the
practice of doing research and interpreting archacological materials.

Chapter 2 is concerned with one generic class of Neolithic monuments,
menbhirs in the landscapes of Finistére, western Brittany and is a large-scale regional
analysis. Chapters 3 and 4 consider small-scale landscapes, roughly equivalent in
size. Chapter 3 discusses the internal spaces and landscape settings of Neolithic
temples in the Maltese islands and interprets them in relation to artefacts and
substances and related places of burial. Chapter 4 is concerned with Bronze Age rock
carvings in the far south-east of Sweden and their relationship to barrows and cairns
and places where artefacts were deposited. In the conclusions issues of research
methodology and interpretation are considered.

The book attempts to demonstrate the manner in which a phenomenological
perspective, in which the past is understood and interpreted from a sensuous human
scale, as opposed to an abstracted analytical gaze, can provide a radically different
way of thinking through the past in the present, and shed new light on old
monuments.
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