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The Greeks
By Philip Matyszak
Philip Matyszak illuminates 
t h e  G r e e k  s o l d i e r s , 
statesmen, scientists and 
philosophers who, though 
they seldom – if ever – set 
foot on the Greek mainland, 
n eve r t h e l e s s  l a i d  t h e 
foundations of what we call 
‘Greek culture’ today. Instead 
of following the well-worn 
path of describing Athenian 
democracy and Spartan 
militarism, this book offers a fresh 
look at what it meant to be Greek 
by telling the story of the Greeks 
abroad, from India to Spain.
216p b/w and col illus (Reaktion 
2018) 9781780239002 Hb £15.00, 
NYP

The Barbarians
By Peter Bogucki
To the north of the civilizations of Greece and 
Rome, non-literate peoples inhabited river valleys, 
mountains, plains and coasts from the Atlantic 
to the Urals. Peter Bogucki highlights important 
discoveries and situates them in a narrative of long-
term continuous development and 
modern understanding of the 
nature of ancient societies, as 
well as considering the rich and 
varied legacy left to us today.
248p b/w and col illus (Reaktion 
2017) 9781780237183 Hb £15.00

The Goths
By David M. Gwynn
This engaging history brings together the interwoven 
stories of the original Goths and the diverse Gothic 
legacy: a legacy that continues to shape our modern 
world. From the ancient migrations to contemporary 
Goth culture, through debates over democratic 
freedom and European nationalism, 
David M. Gwynn explores the 
ever-widening gulf between the 
Goths of history and the Goths 
of popular imagination.
192p b/w and col illus (Reaktion 
2017) 9781780238456 Hb £15.00

The Indus
By Andrew Robinson
The Indus civilization flourished for half a 
millennium from about 2600 to 1900 BC. This is 
an accessible introduction to this extraordinary 
civilization, which apparently combined 
artistic excellence, technological 
sophistication and economic 
vigour with social egalitarianism, 
political freedom and religious 
moderation.
208p b/w illus (Reaktion 2015) 
9781780235028 Hb £15.00

Egypt
By Christina Riggs
Christina Riggs introduces the history, art and 
religion of Egypt from its earliest dynasties to its 
final fall to Rome – and explores the influence 
ancient Egypt has had through 
the centuries. Egypt has meant 
many things to many different 
people, from Greek and Roman 
admiration, to nineteenth 
century Egyptomania.
216p b/w and col illus (Reaktion 
2017) 9781780237268 Hb £15.00

The Etruscans
By Lucy Shipley
Covering colonialism and conquest, misogyny and 
mystique, Etruscan history is woven with the very 
latest archaeological evidence to provide a unique 
perspective on this enigmatic 
culture, revealing how much we 
now know, and how much still 
remains undiscovered.
216p b/w and col illus (Reaktion 
2017) 9781780238326 Hb £15.00

The Persians
By Geoffrey Parker and Brenda Parker
The Persians tells the captivating story of this 
beguiling ancient civilization, and its influence 
through the centuries. It paints a vivid picture of 
the many great Persian cities and their spectacular 
achievements: an efficient road system that linked 
an empire together; respect for their 
subject peoples; and advances 
in irrigation techniques which 
created a ‘paradise’ envied by 
their neighbours.
216p b/w and col illus (Reaktion 
2016) 9781780236506 Hb £15.00

Ancient World
Lost Civilizations
The books in the Lost Civilizations series explore the rise and fall of the great civilizations and peoples of 
the ancient world. Each book considers not only the history but the art, culture and lasting legacy and 
examines why they remain important and relevant in our world today.
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Encyclopedia of Ancient Battles
By Harry Sidebottom & Michael WhitBy 
Focused on both land and sea battle narratives of 
the classical world, this three–volume reference 
covers archaic Greece in the eighth century BC to 
the rise of Islam in the seventh century AD, with 
accounts of more than 400 battles and sieges. Each 
article presents what is known of the ancient battle 
or siege, as well as what is uncertain or disputed, 
and places the battle within the framework of the 
broader campaign or war in which it occurred. 
1496p, (Wiley-Blackwell 2017) 9781405186452 Hb 
£350.00

Ancient Greek and Roman Slavery
By P. Hunt
This book provides an introduction to pivotal 
issues in the study of Classical slavery. Introductory 
chapters provide historical context and a clear and 
concise discussion of the methodological difficulties 
of studying ancient slavery. The following chapters 
are organized around central topics in slave studies: 
enslavement, economics, politics, culture, sex and 
family life, manumission and ex–slaves, everyday 
conflict, revolts, representations, philosophy and 
law, and decline and legacy. 
264p, (Wiley-Blackwell 2017) 9781405188050 Hb 
£60.00, 9781405188067 Pb £24.99

Material Aspects of Letter Writing  
in the Graeco-Roman World,  
500 BC – AD 300
By Antonia Sarri
Through analysis of developments in the use 
of letters, variations in formatting conventions, 
layout and authentication patterns according to the 
sociocultural background and communicational 
needs of writers, this book sheds light on changing 
trends in epistolary practice in Graeco-Roman 
society over a period of roughly eight hundred 
years. 
240p (Walter de Gruyter 2017) 9783110426946 Hb 
£65.99

The Oxford Handbook of Warfare  
in the Classical World
Edited by Brian Campbell & Lawrence A. Tritle
This volume offers a critical examination of 
Classical war and organized violence. The volume’s 
introduction begins with the ancient sources for 
the writing of war, preceded by broad surveys of 
warfare in ancient Greece and Rome. Also included 
are chapters analyzing new finds in battlefield 
archaeology and how the environment affected the 
ancient practice of war, as well as the nature of battle. 
A final section offers six exemplary case studies. 
832p, (Oxford UP 2013, Pb 2017) 9780190499136 Pb 
£35.99
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Classical World
NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Textiles and Cult in the Ancient 
Mediterranean
Edited by Cecilie Brøns & Marie-Louise Nosch
Recent scholarship has 
illustrated how textiles 
played a large and very 
important role in the 
ancient Mediterranean 
sanctuaries. In Greece, 
the so-called temple 
inventories testify to the 
use of textiles as votive 
offerings, in particular 
to female divinities. 
Furthermore, in several 
cults, textiles were used to dress the images 
of different deities, as well as in the dress of 
priests and priestesses, and in the furnishings 
of the temples. Essays examine the topics of 
textile production in sanctuaries, the use of 
textiles as votive offerings and ritual dress using 
epigraphy, literary sources, iconography and the 
archaeological material itself. 
320p (Oxbow Books 2017) 9781785706721 Hb £48.00

Cityscapes and Monuments of 
Western Asia Minor
Memories and Identities
Edited by Eva Mortensen & Birte Poulson
The present volume 
publishes 25 contributions 
w r i tte n  by  s c h o l a rs 
specializing in the history 
a n d  a rc h a e o l o gy  o f 
western Asia Minor. New 
and well-known material  
is presented and analyzed 
through the twin lenses of 
memory and identity. The 
contributions cover more 
than 1000 years of cultural 
diversity during changing political systems, 
from the Lydian and Persian hegemony in the 
Archaic period through Athenian supremacy 
and Persian satrapal rule in the Classical period, 
then autocratic kingship in Hellenistic times 
until, finally, more than half a millennium of 
Roman rule. The studies provide new insights 
into how human beings chose, deliberately or 
subconsciously, to commemorate their past and 
their ancestors, and how identity was displayed 
and expressed under shifting political rule. 
400p, b/w and colour (Oxbow Books 2017) 
9781785708367 Hb £60.00
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The Diversity of Classical Archaeology
Edited by Achim Lichtenberger & Rubina Raja
Themes presented in this volume include 
Greek and Roman portraiture and sculpture, 
iconography, epigraphy, archaeology, numismatics, 
the Mediterranean, settlement patterns, landscape 
archaeology, historiography, and urban archaeology. 
The volume also offers discussions about a variety 
of material groups, time frames, and regions that 
have recently come to the fore as areas that should 
increasingly be considered as belonging to —and 
more crucially, informing— classical archaeology. 
374p (Brepols 2017) 9782503574936 Pb £120.00

Interactions between Animals and 
Humans in Graeco-Roman Antiquity
Edited by Thorsten Fogen & Edmund Thomas
The seventeen contributions to this volume show 
that animals and humans in Graeco-Roman 
antiquity are interconnected on a variety of different 
levels and that their encounters and interactions 
often result from their belonging to the same 
structures, ‘networks’ and communities. Papers 
explore the concrete categories of interaction 
between animals and humans that can be identified, 
in what contexts they occur, and what types of 
evidence can be productively used to examine the 
concept of interactions. 
506p, (Walter de Gruyter 2017) 9783110544169 Hb 
£106.99

Ritual Matters
Material Remains and Ancient Religion
By Jennifer Knust & Claudia Moser
Ritual Matters interrupts the anachronistic binaries 
of religious practice and belief, the material and the 
theological, by taking a new approach to the study 
of archaeological remains of ancient religions. The 
range of topics covered includes funerary remains, 
sacrificial practices, “magic,” Roman altars, imperial 
reliefs and statuary, and the role of sacred books. 
Ritual Matters will be of interest to scholars of 
archaeology, art history, classical studies, religious 
studies, and ancient history. 
152p, b/w illus (University of Michigan Press 2017) 
9780472130573 Hb £67.95

The Culture of Animals in Antiquity
A Sourcebook with Commentaries
By Sian Lewis & Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones
This book presents a huge selection of ancient 
sources in translation, some well-known, others 
undoubtedly unfamiliar, but all central to a key 
area of study in ancient history – the part played by 
animals in the cultures of the ancient Mediterranean. 
It brings new ideas to bear on the wealth of 
evidence, literary, historical and archaeological, 
which we possess for the experiences and roles of 
animals in the ancient world. 
750p, b/w illus (Routledge 2017) 9780415817554 Hb 
£175.00

The Northern Black Sea in Antiquity
Networks, Connectivity, and Cultural 
Interactions
Edited by Valeriya Kozlovskaya
The chapters in this book, written by experts on 
the northern Black Sea region, explore topics such 
as the trade, religion, political culture, art and 
architecture, and the local non-Greek populations, 
from the foundation of the first Greek colonies on 
the North Pontic shores at the end of the seventh 
and sixth century BCE through the first centuries 
of the Roman imperial period. 
574p, b/w illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107019515 Hb 
£110.00

Splendide Mendax
Rethinking Fakes and Forgeries in Classical, 
Late Antique, and Early Christian Literature
Edited by Edmund P. Cueva & Javier Martínez
Scholars for centuries have regarded fakes and 
forgeries chiefly as an opportunity for exposing 
and denouncing deceit, rather than appreciating 
the creative activity necessary for such textual 
imposture. Here essays explore new approaches 
to the subject of ancient fakes and forgeries, 
displaying some of the many possibilities available 
to scholarship when the forger is regarded as 
“splendide mendax” – splendidly untruthful. 
369p, b/w illus (Barkhuis 2016) 9789491431982 Hb 
£95.00

New Religious Texts from Lydia
By Hasan Malay & Georg Petzl
Hasan Malay and Georg Petzl present more than 
200 unpublished inscriptions from Lydia. The 
earliest ones belong to the Hellenistic period, the 
majority dating to the Roman Imperial period. They 
include a Lex Sacra, a report on the financing of the 
mysteries of Artemis, a hymn, a number of oracles, 
boundary stones, honorific, building and funerary 
inscriptions, and, above all, dedications, among 
them a good number of “confession inscriptions”. 
236p, (Austrian Academy of Sciences Press 2017) 
9783700180487 Pb £85.00

Hellenism and the Local Communities 
of the Eastern Mediterranean
400 BCE-250 CE
Edited by Boris Chrubasik & Daniel King
This study offers a timely re-examination of the 
relationship between Greek and non-Greek cultures 
in this region between 400 BCE and 250 CE. 
Although the process of cross-cultural interaction 
differed greatly across Asia Minor, Egypt, the Levant, 
and Mesopotamia, the same overarching questions 
apply: why did the non-Greek communities of the 
Eastern Mediterranean engage so closely with Greek 
cultural forms as well as political practices, and how 
did this engagement translate into their daily lives? 
256p, b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780198805663 Hb 
£60.00
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A Companion to Sparta
Edited by Anton Powell
I n  t h i s  t w o – v o l u m e 
collection, authors combine 
cutting-edge research and 
innovative insights of their 
own with accessible surveys 
of recent scholarship on 
Sparta’s archaeology and 
history - from its mist-
shrouded origins in the 
Greek Dark Ages to the 
waning days of the late 
Roman Empire. Along with 
coverage of the full evolutionary sweep of classical 
Sparta’s politics and warfare, essays highlight 
cultural topics such as Sparta’s distinctive systems 
of education and religion, athletics, music, plastic 
art, and vase–painting; as well as its influence on 
the modern world and reception in Europe and 
North America. 
815p, (Wiley-Blackwell 2017) 9781405188692 Hb £240.00

Pericles of Athens
By Vincent Azoulay
In this compelling critical biography, Vincent 
Azoulay provides an expert portrait of Pericles and 
his turbulent era, shedding light on his powerful 
family, his patronage of the arts, and his unrivaled 
influence on Athenian politics and culture. He 
takes a fresh look at both the classical and modern 
reception of Pericles, recognizing his achievements 
as well as his failings while deftly avoiding the 
adulatory or hypercritical positions staked out by 
some scholars today. 
312p, b/w illus (Princeton UP 2014, Pb 2017) 
9780691178332 Pb £18.95

Greek Historical Inscriptions 478–404
Edited by Robin Osborne & P. J. Rhodes
This volume acts as a 
successor to the later part 
of the Selection of Greek 
Historical Inscriptions to the 
End of the Fifth Century 
BC, edited by Russell Meiggs 
and David M. Lewis and 
published in 1969. As well 
as updating the scholarly 
corpus, it aims to broaden 
the thematic range of 
inscriptions discussed and 
to include a greater selection 
of material from outside Athens, while still adhering 
to the intention of presenting texts which are 
important not just as typical of their genre but in 
their own right. 
672p, b/w pls (Oxford UP 2017) 9780199575473 Pb 
£125.00

The Tyrant Slayers of Ancient Athens
A Tale of Two Statues
By Vincent Azoulay, Paul Cartledge & Janet Lloyd
The subject of this book is 
the remarkable story of the 
famous group statue of the 
tyrannicides and the ever-
changing significance of 
its tyrant-slaying subjects. 
The principal section of the 
book tells the story of the 
murder of Hipparchus and 
of the statues of the two 
tyrannicides from the end 
of the sixth century to the 
aftermath of the restoration of democracy in 403. It 
then chronicles the fate and influence of the statues 
from the fourth century to the end of the Roman 
Empire, and beyond. 
288p b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780190663568 Hb 
£22.99
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Greece
NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Slave-Wives, Single Women and 
“Bastards” in the Ancient Greek 
World
Law and Economics Perspectives
By Morris Silver
The author proposes 
and tests radically new 
interpretations of three 
important status groups 
in Greek history: the 
pallakē, the hetaira, and 
the nothos. In this highly 
original and challenging 
new book economist 
Morris Silver proposes 
and tests the hypothesis 
that the likelihood of 
bride sale rises with increases in the distance 
between the ancestral residence of the groom 
and the father’s household. The ‘bastard’ (nothoi) 
children of pallakai lacked the legal right to 
inherit from their fathers but were routinely 
eligible for Athenian citizenship. It is argued that 
the basic social meaning of hetaira (‘companion’) 
is not ‘prostitute’/’courtesan’ but ‘single woman’ 
– that is, a woman legally recognized as being 
under her own authority (kuria). 
224p, b/w (Oxbow Books 2018) 9781785708633 Pb 
£38.00
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The Birth of the Athenian Community
From Solon to Cleisthenes
By Sviatoslav Dmitriev
Undermining the current dominant approach, 
which seeks to explain ancient Athens in terms of 
citizens and non-citizens, this book rationalizes the 
development of Athens, and other Greek poleis, as 
a gradually rising complexity, rather than a linear 
progression. Instead it foregrounds the evolving 
relationship between three major groups: the 
kinship community of the astoi, whose privileged 
status was due to their origins; the legal community 
of the politai, who enjoyed legal and social equality 
in the polis; and the political community of the 
demotai, or adult males with political rights. 
448p, b/w illus (Routledge 2017) 9781138083516 Hb 
£115.00

Poverty, Wealth, and Well-Being
Experiencing Penia in Democratic Athens
By Claire Taylor
Poverty in fifth- and fourth-
century BCE Athens was a 
markedly different concept 
to that with which we are 
familiar today. The ‘poor’ 
were considered to be 
not only those who were 
destitute, or those who 
were living at the borders of 
subsistence, but also those 
who were moderately well-
off but had to work for a 
living. This study examines 
the implications of this 
conceptualisation, exploring the discourses that 
constructed poverty as something to fear and 
linking them with experiences of penia among 
different social groups in Athens. 
336p, b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780198786931 Hb £75.00

Greece

EDITOR’S CHOICE
Animal Sacrifice in the Ancient Greek World
Edited by Sarah Hitch & Ian Rutherford
This volume brings together studies on Greek animal sacrifice by foremost 
experts in Greek language, literature and material culture. Readers will benefit 
from the synthesis of new evidence and approaches with a re-evaluation of 
twentieth-century theories on sacrifice. The chapters range across the whole 
of antiquity and go beyond the Greek world to consider possible influences in 
Hittite Anatolia and Egypt, while an introduction to the burgeoning science of 
osteo-archaeology is provided. The twentieth-century emphasis on sacrifice as 

part of the Classical Greek polis system is challenged through 
consideration of various ancient perspectives on sacrifice as 

distinct from specific political or even Greek contexts. Many 
previously unexplored topics are covered, particularly the 
type of animals sacrificed and the spectrum of sacrificial 
ritual, from libations to lasting memorials of the ritual in art. 

348p, (Cambridge UP 2017) 9780521191036 Hb £75.00

Aegean Interactions
Delos and its Networks in the Third Century
By Christy Constantakopoulou
This volume addresses the 
history of interaction in the 
Aegean world in the 3rd 
century BC by focusing on the 
island of Delos, which housed 
one of its most important 
regional sanctuaries. It draws 
on contemporary network 
theory and approaches to 
regionalism, as well as 
thorough investigation of 
the Delian epigraphic and 
material evidence, to explore 
how and to what degree the islands of the southern 
Aegean formed active networks of political, religious, 
and cultural interaction. 
352p b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780198787273 Hb 
£80.00

Colonization and Subalternity in 
Classical Greece
Experience of the Nonelite Population
By Gabriel Zuchtriegel
In this book, Gabriel Zuchtriegel explores and 
reconstructs the experience of nonelite colonial 
populations. Using postcolonial critical methods to 
analyze Greek settlements and their hinterlands of 
the fifth and fourth centuries BC, he reconstructs 
the social and economic structures in which 
exploitation, violence, and subjugation were 
implicit. He mines literary sources and inscriptions, 
as well as archaeological and data from excavations 
and field surveys, much of it published here for the 
first time, that offer new insights into the lives and 
status of nonelite populations in Greek colonies. 
282p b/w illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781108419031 Hb 
£75.00
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Imagenes de Centauros en los Vasos 
Aticos de Figuras Negras y de Figuras 
Rojas
Siglos VIII A.C. – IV A.C.
By Maria Herranz
This book is composed of a catalogue of black – and 
red-figure Attic vases, organised by the various types 
of centaurs and different conflicts, 
either among themselves or 
against a hero. In addition to the 
catalogue is a chapter on images 
and statistics. Spanish text. 
298p, col illus (Archaeopress 2017) 
9781784916831 Pb £40.00

Coins, Artists, and Tyrants
Syracuse in the Time of the Peloponnesian War
By Wolfgang Fischer-Bossert, Ute Wartenberg, Yuukka 
Talvio & Orla Mulholland
Coins, Artists, and Tyrants contains the first fully 
translated and revised text of Lauri O. Tudeer, Die 
Tetradrachmenprägung von Syrakus in der Periode 
der signierenden Künstler, as well as a biography 
of Tudeer, plus a completely new evaluation of 
signed coin dies and the artists who produced 
them. Over 100 years after its first publication, 
Wolfgang R. Fischer-Bossert completely updates the 
scholarship and bibliography on signed Syracusan 
tetradrachms. 
400p, col illus (American Numismatic Society 2017) 
9780897223416 Hb £160.00
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Greek Art & Archaeology

Autour de l’Infanterie d’élite 
Macédonienne à l’époque du Royaume 
Antigonide
Cinq études Militaires Entre Histoire, Philologie 
et Archéologie 
By Pierre O. Juhel
This volume presents five articles relating to 
military studies in the context of Macedonia of 
the Antigonids. Combining literary studies and 
archaeological research, the author proposes 
several new concepts on Hellenistic Macedonian 
military studies. Articles consider the 
Macedonian phalanx, Antigonid 
Redcoats, heavy infantry and 
defensive weaponry under the 
following headings. 
2 8 8 p ,  b / w  a n d  c o l  i l l u s 
(Archaeopress 2017) 9781784917326 
Pb £28.00

The Oxford Handbook of Ancient 
Greek Religion
Edited by Esther Eidinow & Julia Kindt
This handbook’s initial chapters lay out the key 
dimensions of ancient Greek religion, approaches 
to evidence, and the representations of myths. 
The following chapters discuss the continuities 
and differences between religious practices in 
different cultures, including Egypt, the Near 
East, the Black Sea, and Bactria and India. The 
range of contributions emphasizes the diversity of 
relationships between mortals and the supernatural 
– in all their manifestations, across, between, and 
beyond ancient Greek cultures – and draws attention 
to religious activities as dynamic, highlighting how 
they changed over time, place, and context. 
736p b/w illus (Oxford UP 2015, Pb 2017) 9780199642038 
Hb £95.00, 9780198810179 Pb £30.00

Kings and Kingship in the Hellenistic 
World 350 – 30 BC
By John D. Grainger
Rather than attempting 
a narrative of the various 
kingdoms, John Grainger 
takes a thematic approach, 
considering various aspects 
of Hellenistic kingship in 
turn.  This allows him 
to highlight the common 
features as well as the 
differences across the various 
dynasties, asking questions 
such as How did one become 
king? How was a smooth succession secured and 
what happened when it was not? What were the 
duties of a king, and what were the rewards and 
distractions? 
262p (Pen & Sword 2017) 9781473863750 Hb £25.00

The Hellenistic Court
Monarchic Power and Elite Society from 
Alexander to Cleopatra
Edited by A. Erskine, L. Llewellyn-Jones & S. Wallace
This volume examines royal methods and ideologies. 
It treats the courts of the Ptolemies, Seleucids, 
Attalids, Antigonids and of lesser dynasties. It also 
explores the influence, on Greek-speaking courts, 
of non-Greek culture, of Achaemenid and other 
Near Eastern royal institutions. It studies the careers 
of courtesans, concubines and ‘friends’ of royalty, 
and the intellectual, ceremonial, 
and artistic world of the Greek 
monarchies.  Ultimately it 
demonstrates the complexity 
and motivations of Hellenistic 
royal civilisation. 
600p, (Classical Press of Wales 2017) 
9781910589625 Hb £90.00
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The Archetype of Wisdom
A Phenomenological Research on  
the Greek Temple
By Roberto Malvezzi
This  volume analyzes 
t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e 
earliest Greek temples 
through an innovative 
p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l 
approach, in which lived 
experiences are assumed as 
key tools of investigation. 
This framework sheds a new 
light on the relationship 
b e twe e n  ‘ hu m a n’  a n d 
‘divine’ in the ancient Greek 
world, and it suggests that 
the archetypal structure of temple was devised to 
facilitate a particular kind of experience, that of 
the divine. 
120p, (Mimesis International 2018) 9788869771507 Pb 
£14.00, NYP

Parian Polyandreia
The Late Geometric Funerary Legacy 
of Cremated Soldiers’ Bones on Socio-
Political Affairs and Military Organizational 
Preparedness in Ancient Greece
By Anagnostis P. Agelarakis
This book centres on the anthropological study 
of two late 8th century BC monumental graves, 
designated as T144 and T105, at the ancient necropolis 
of Paroikia at Paros. The study investigates inter-
island features of the human record, observable 
as ingrained traces in the skeletal 
record. These have particular 
significance as they may relate 
to Parian endeavours in the 
northern Aegean to colonise 
Thasos. 
412p, b/w illus, col pls (Archaeopress 
2017) 9781784917197 Pb £45.00

The Agora Bone Well
By Maria A. Liston, Susan I. Rotroff &  
Lynn M. Snyder
Located outside the northwest corner of the 
Athenian Agora and dating to the second quarter 
of the 2nd century B.C., the well contained the 
remains of roughly 460 newborn infants, as well as 
a few older individuals. Also found in the well were 
the bones of almost 150 dogs and other animals, 
plus various artefacts. In addition to a thorough 
examination of the contents of the well, the authors 
compare the deposit with similar accumulations 
found elsewhere in the Mediterranean. 
136p, b/w illus (American School of Classical Studies at 
Athens 2018) 9780876615508 Pb £45.00, NYP

The Kyrenia Ship Final Excavation 
Report, Volume I
History of the Excavation, Amphoras, Pottery 
and Coins as Evidence for Dating
Edited by Susan W. Katsev & Laina W. Swiney
The Kyrenia ship, a Greek 
merchantman built around 
315 BC and sunk off the north 
coast of Cyprus 294-291 BC, 
was excavated between 1967 
and 1972 under the direction 
of Michael Katzev. The 
importance of this ship lies 
in the extraordinary state 
of preservation of the hull, 
allowing great insights into 
ancient shipbuilding, and 
in the cargo it was carrying. Its hold was full of 
Rhodian transport amphoras and its cabin pottery 
was also mostly made on Rhodes, which was 
probably its home port. This first of a planned 
multi-volume publication includes a detailed 
history of the excavation of the ship, as well as the 
most important objects for determining the date 
of its sinking. These include the primary cargo, 
transport amphorae, with four different types 
from Rhodes; fewer examples from 
Samos and the Cyclades (Paros), 
and possibly northern Greece, 
Cyprus and the Levant. 
464p, b/w and col + additional 
folder of plans (Oxbow Books 2018) 
9781785707520 Hb £60.00

Akragas
Current Issues in the Archaeology of  
a Sicilian Polis
Edited by Natascha Sojc
Over the past few years, 
the archaeological and 
architectural investigation 
of ancient Akragas (modern 
Agrigento) in Sicily has 
gathered new momentum. 
This book brings together 
various researchers who 
investigate the Greek period 
remains, with discussion 
ranging from methodological 
a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  t h e 
interpretation of fresh field-data, to concerns of site 
maintenance and the reconstruction of monuments. 
The outcome is presented in thirteen contributions, 
arranged into sections on extramural survey, 
urban sanctuaries, housing, and on the suburban 
sanctuary at S. Anna. 
174p (Leiden UP 2017) 9789087282981 Pb £39.50
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The Making of the Odyssey
By M. L. West
The Making of the Odyssey 
is a penetrating study of the 
background, composition, 
and artistry of the Homeric 
Odyssey. Martin West places 
the poem in its late seventh-
century context in relation 
to the Iliad and other 
poetry of the time. He also 
investigates the traditions 
that lie behind it: the origins 
of the figure of Odysseus, 
and folk tales such as those 
of the One-eyed Ogre and the Husband’s Return. 
336p, (Oxford UP 2014, Pb 2017) 9780198718369 Hb 
£81.00, 9780198810193 Pb £25.00

Xenophon’s Ephesiaca
A Paraliterary Love-Story from the  
Ancient World
By Aldo Tagliabue
Among the five fully extant Greek novels, the 
Ephesiaca occupies the position of being an 
anomaly, since scholars have conventionally 
considered it to be either a poorly written text or an 
epitome of a more sophisticated lost original. This 
monograph challenges this view by arguing that 
the author of the Ephesiaca is a competent writer 
in artistic control of his text, insofar as his work has 
a coherent focus on the protagonists’ progression in 
love and also includes references to earlier texts of 
the classical canon, not least Homer’s Odyssey and 
the Platonic dialogues on Love. 
243p (Barkhuis 2017) 9789492444127 Hb £90.00
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Roman Legionary 109–58
The Age of Marius, Sulla and Pompey the Great
By Ross Cowan
This period of reform in the Roman Army is often 
overlooked, but the invincible armies that Julius 
Caesar led into Gaul were the refined products 
of 50 years of military reforms. Using specially 
commissioned artwork and detailed battle reports, 
this new study examines the Roman legionary 
soldier at this crucial time in the history of the 
Roman Republic from its domination by Marius 
and Sulla to the beginning of the rise of Julius 
Caesar. 
64p col illus (Osprey 2017) 9781472825193 Pb £11.99

Virtus Romana
Politics and Morality in the Roman Historians
By Catalina Balmaceda
The political transformation 
that took place at the end 
of the Roman Republic 
was a particularly rich area 
for analysis by the era’s 
historians. These writers 
drew significantly on the 
Roman idea of virtus as 
a way of interpreting and 
understanding their past. 
Examining the work of 
Sallust, Livy, Velleius, and 
Tacitus, Balmaceda demonstrates that virtus in these 
historical narratives served as a form of self-definition 
which fostered and propagated a new model of the 
ideal Roman more fitting to imperial times. 
304p (University of North Carolina Press 2017) 
9781469635125 Hb £46.50

Brutus
The Noble Conspirator
By Kathryn Tempest
Conspirator and assassin, philosopher and 
statesman, promoter of peace and commander 
in war, Marcus Brutus (ca. 85-42 BC) was a 
controversial and enigmatic man even to those who 
knew him. In this comprehensive and stimulating 
biography Kathryn Tempest delves into Brutus’ 
own correspondence with Cicero, and explores 
the perceptions of his peers, and 
the Roman aristocratic values 
and concepts that held sway in 
his time, to bring to light the 
personal and political struggles 
Brutus faced. 
336p, b/w illus (Yale UP 2017) 
9780300180091 Hb £25.00

The Cambridge Companion to  
the Writings of Julius Caesar
Edited by Luca Grillo & Christopher B. Krebs
This Companion provides an accessible introduction 
to Caesar as an intellectual along with a scholarly 
assessment of his multiple literary accomplishments 
and new insights into their literary value. The 
Commentarii and Caesar’s lost works are presented 
in their historical and literary context. The various 
chapters explore their main features, the connection 
between literature, state religion and politics, 
Caesar’s debt to previous Greek and Latin authors, 
and his legacy within and outside of Latin literature. 
415p (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107023413 £74.99, 
9781107670495 Pb £24.99
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The Cambridge Companion to  
the Age of Nero
Edited by Shadi Bartsch, Kirk Freudenburg & Cedric 
Littlewood
This volume provides a lively and accessible guide 
to the various representations and interpretations 
of the Emperor Nero. The major achievements of 
the period in the fields of literature, governance, 
architecture and art are freshly described and 
analysed, and special attention is paid to the 
reception of Nero in the Roman and Christian eras 
of the first centuries AD and beyond. 
428p, (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107052208 Hb £74.99, 
9781107669239 Pb £24.99

Herod
King of the Jews and Friend of the Romans
By Peter Richardson & Amy Marie Fisher
This book examines the life, work, and influence 
of the controversial figure of Herod, who remains 
the most highly visible of the Roman client kings 
under Augustus. In this expanded second edition, 
additions to the original text include discussion 
of the archaeological evidence of Herod’s activity, 
his building program, numismatic evidence, and 
consideration of the roles and activities of other 
client kings in relation to Herod. 
456p, b/w illus (Routledge, 2nd ed 2017) 9781138803923 
Hb £115.00

Rome and the Third Macedonian War
By Paul J. Burton
This  is  the f irst  full -
length study of the final 
war between Rome and 
the ancient Macedonian 
monarchy and its last king, 
Perseus. The Roman victory 
at the Battle of Pydna in June 
168 BC was followed by the 
abolition of the kingdom of 
Macedon. The first historian 
of Rome’s rise to world 
power, and a contemporary 
of the war, Polybius of Megalopolis, recognized the 
significance of these events in making Rome an 
almost global power beyond compare. 
288p (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107104440 Hb £75.00

The Afterlife of Cicero
Edited by Gesine Manuwald
This volume publishes papers from a conference 
which aimed to enlarge the basis for the study 
of Cicero’s reception, by examining in detail new 
aspects of its variety. It presents twelve case studies 
on the reception of ‘Cicero the writer’ and ‘Cicero 
the man’, ranging from thirteenth-century Italy to 
nineteenth-century England, including colonial 
Latin America. 
200p (Institute of Classical Studies 2017) 9781905670642 
Pb £65.00

Lucullus
The Life and and Campaigns of a Roman 
Conqueror
By Lee Fratantuono
The military achievements of Lucius Licinius 
Lucullus (118-57/56 B.C.) have been the subject of 
admiration and great respect throughout the history 
of the study of warfare. Lee Frantantuono considers 
every aspect of Lucullus life, starting with the 
training and education of a future Roman officer, 
but the greatest emphasis is on his military strategy 
and tactics during the Third Mithridatic War and 
his military adventures in Armenia, including the 
famous victory of Tigranocerta. 
188p, Approx 32 col photos (Pen & Sword 2017) 
9781473883611 Hb £19.99

Rome, Blood and Politics
Reform, Murder and Popular Politics in the 
Late Republic
By Gareth C. Sampson
The last century of the Roman Republic saw the 
consensus of the ruling elite shattered by a series 
of high-profile politicians who proposed political 
or social reform programmes. Each met a violent 
response from elements of the ruling order, leading 
to murder and even battles on the streets of Rome. 
Covering the period 133 – 70 BC, this volume 
analyses each of the key reformers, what they were 
trying to achieve and how they met their end. 
312p (Pen & Sword 2017) 9781473887329 Hb £25.00

Emperor Alexander Severus
Rome’s Age of Insurrection, AD 222–235
By John S. McHugh
Alexander Severus’ is full of controversy and 
contradictions. He came to the throne through the 
brutal murder of his cousin, Elagabalus, and was 
ultimately assassinated himself. The years between 
were filled with regular uprisings and rebellions, 
court intrigue and foreign invasion. Yet the ancient 
sources generally present his reign as a golden 
age of just government, prosperity and religious 
tolerance. John McHugh re-assesses this fascinating 
emperor in detail. 
320p, b/w pls (Pen & Sword 2017) 9781473845817 Hb 
£25.00

Caracalla
A Military Biography
By Ilkka Syvanne
Caracalla has one of the worst reputations of any 
Roman Emperor, but in this book Ilkka Syvanne 
explains how the biased ancient sources in 
combination with the stern looking statues of the 
emperor have created a distorted image of the man 
and then reconstructs the actual events, particularly 
his military campaigns and reforms, to offer a 
balanced view of his reign. 
336p, b/w pls (Pen & Sword 2017) 9781473895249 Hb 
£25.00
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Emulating Alexander
How Alexander the Great’s Legacy Fuelled 
Rome’s Wars with Persia
By Glenn Barnett
This book gives an account of the Roman relationship 
with Persia and how it was shaped by the desire 
to emulate or exceed the glorious conquests of 
Alexander. Even as the empire declined, court 
propagandists and courtiers looked for flattering 
ways to compare their now-throne-bound emperors 
with Alexander. While the Romans dreamed of 
conquering the Persian realm, the Persians of 
the Parthian and Sasanian dynasties dreamed of 
regaining the lands of the eastern Mediterranean 
snatched from their Achaemenid ancestors by 
Alexander. 
192p, 20 illus (Pen & Sword 2017) 9781526703002 Hb 
£19.99

Rome, Empire of Plunder
The Dynamics of Cultural Appropriation
Edited by Matthew Loar, Carolyn MacDonald & Dan-
el Padilla Peralta
The studies gathered in this volume range from 
the literary thefts of the first Latin comic poets to 
the grand-scale spoliation of Egyptian obelisks 
by a succession of emperors, and from Hispania 
to Pergamon to Qasr Ibrim. Applying a range of 
theoretical perspectives on cultural appropriation, 
contributors probe the violent interactions and 
chance contingencies that sent cargo of all sorts 
into circulation around the Roman Mediterranean, 
causing recurrent distortions in their individual and 
aggregate meanings. 
336p, b/w illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781108418423 Hb 
£90.00

Rome

EDITOR’S CHOICE
The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in the Garden
Religion at the Roman Street Corner
By Harriet I. Flower
Throughout the Roman world, neighbourhood street corners, farm boundaries, 
and household hearths featured small shrines to the beloved lares, a pair of 
cheerful little dancing gods. These shrines were maintained primarily by 
ordinary Romans, and often by slaves and freedmen, to whom the lares cult 
provided a unique public leadership role. Harriet Flower offers a strikingly 
original account of these gods and a new way of understanding the lived 
experience of everyday Roman religion. She makes the case that they are not 
spirits of the dead, as many have argued, but rather benevolent protectors 
– gods of place, especially the household and the neighbourhood, and of 

travel. She examines the rituals honouring the lares, their cult 
sites, and their iconography. She also looks at Compitalia, 

a popular midwinter neighbourhood festival in honour of 
the lares, and describes how its politics played a key role in Rome’s increasing 
violence in the 60s and 50s BC, as well as in the efforts of Augustus to reach out 
to ordinary people. 

416p, b/w and col illus (Princeton UP 2017) 9780691175003 Hb £37.95

In Search of Ancient North Africa
A History in Six Lives
By Barnaby Rogerson
This book, part history, 
part travel writing, explores 
ancient North Africa through 
the lives of five men and one 
woman: Queen Dido, King 
Juba, Septimius Severus, 
St Augustine, Hannibal, 
and Masinissa. In between 
these life stories, Rogerson 
describes ruins which 
tell their own tales and 
demonstrates the multiple 
interconnections that bind the culture of this region 
with the wider world, particularly the spiritual 
traditions of the ancient Near East. 
336p, b/w pls (Haus 2017) 9781909961548 Hb £20.00

Security in Roman Times:
Italy, Rome and the Emperors
By Cecilia Ricci
In the aftermath of the civil wars Augustus 
continued to provide for his physical safety in the 
same way as in the old Republic while, at the same 
time, overturning the taboo of armed men in the 
city. This volume examines both the circumstances 
in which these security forces intervened and the 
strategies that they adopted. The final section 
expands the focus from the city of Rome to the 
Italian peninsula where the security of the emperor 
as he travelled to his country residences required 
advance planning and implementation. 
256p (Routledge 2018) 9781472460158 Hb £115.00
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Syrian Influences in the Roman Empire 
to AD 300
By John D. Grainger
This book is a consideration, based on original 
sources, of the means by which Syrians, whose 
country was only annexed to the empire in 64 
BC, saw their influence penetrate into all levels 
of Roman society. Attention is given to Syria’s 
place in the imperial economy, the major military 
contribution of Syrian auxiliary regiments, and the 
influence of Syrian religious cults. 
336p (Routledge 2017) 9781138071230 Hb £105.00

The Demography of Roman Italy
Population Dynamics in an Ancient Conquest 
Society 201 BCE–14 CE
By Saskia Hin
This book provides a fresh perspective on the 
population history of Italy during the late Republic. 
It employs a range of sources and a multidisciplinary 
approach to investigate demographic trends and the 
demographic behaviour of Roman citizens. Dr Hin 
shows how they adapted to changing economic, 
climatic and social conditions in a period of 
intense conquest. Her critical evaluation of the 
demographic toll taken by warfare and rising social 
complexity leads her to a revisionist ‘middle count’ 
scenario of population development in Italy. 
420p, b/w figs (Cambridge UP 2013, Pb 2017) 
9781107003934 Hb £77.00, 9781108406536 Pb £27.99

Migration, Mobility and Place  
in Ancient Italy
By Elena Isayev
Migration, Mobility and Place in Ancient Italy 
challenges prevailing conceptions of a natural tie 
to the land and a demographically settled world. 
It argues that much human mobility in the last 
millennium BC was ongoing and cyclical. In 
particular, outside the military context ‘the foreigner 
in our midst’ was not regarded as a problem. 
Boundaries of status rather than of geopolitics were 
those difficult to cross. 
502p, (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107130616 Hb £105.00

Religious Networks in the Roman Empire
By Anna Collar
Anna Collar explores the relationship between 
social networks and religious transmission to 
explore why some religious movements of the 
Roman Empire succeeded, while others, seemingly 
equally successful at a certain time, ultimately 
failed. Using extensive epigraphic data, Collar 
provides new interpretations of the diffusion of 
ideas across the social networks of the Jewish 
Diaspora and the cults of Jupiter Dolichenus and 
Theos Hypsistos, and in turn offers important 
reappraisals of the spread of religious innovations 
in the Roman Empire. 
331p, b/w illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107655041 Pb 
£27.99

Sociological Studies in Roman History
By Keith Hopkins
This volume presents fourteen of Hopkins’ essays 
on an impressive range of subjects: contraception, 
demography, economic history, slavery, literacy, 
imperial power, Roman religion, Early Christianity, 
and the social and political structures of the ancient 
world. The papers have been re-edited and revised 
with accompanying essays by Hopkins’ colleagues, 
friends and former students. 
612p, b/w illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107018914 Hb 
£110.00

Trade, Commerce, and the State in  
the Roman World
Edited by Alan Bowman & Andrew Wilson
This volume presents eighteen papers by leading 
Roman historians and archaeologists discussing 
trade in the Roman Empire during the period c.100 
BC to AD 350. It focuses especially on the role of the 
Roman state in shaping the institutional framework 
for trade within and outside the empire, in taxing 
that trade, and in intervening in the markets to 
ensure the supply of particular commodities, 
especially for the city of Rome and for the army. 
688p, b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780198790662 Hb 
£110.00

When in Rome
Social Life in Ancient Rome
By Paul Chrystal
Paul Chrystal gives us a vibrant, accessible social 
history of Rome, featuring hundreds of translations 
of inscriptions and graffiti and evidence culled 
from the visual arts, curse tablets, official records 
and letters both private and official. He explores 
how Roman men, women and children lived their 
lives on a daily basis taking in marriage, slavery, 
gladiators, medicine, magic, religion, superstition 
and the occult; sex, work and play, education, death, 
housing, country life and city life. 
288p, col pls (Fonthill Media Ltd 2017) 9781781556047 
Hb £25.00

The Roman Community at Table during 
the Principate
By John F. Donahue
Donahue’s study demonstrates the integral place of 
feasting in ancient Roman culture and the unique 
power of food to unite and to separate its recipients 
along class lines throughout the Empire. This 
expanded edition includes significant new material 
on current trends in food studies, including the 
archaeology and bioarchaeology of ancient food 
and drink; an additional collection of inscriptions 
on public banquets from the Roman West; and an 
extensive bibliography of scholarship produced in 
the last ten years. 
392p (University of Michigan Press 2nd ed 2017) 
9780472036950 Hb £33.95

https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/sociological-studies-in-roman-history.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/syrian-influences-in-the-roman-empire-to-ad-300.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/trade-commerce-and-the-state-in-the-roman-world.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/the-demography-of-roman-italy-population-dynamics-in-an-ancient-conquest-society-201-bce-14-ce.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/when-in-rome-social-life-in-ancient-rome.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/migration-mobility-and-place-in-ancient-italy.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/the-roman-community-at-table-during-the-principate-53110.html
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/oxbow/religious-networks-in-the-roman-empire-40303.html


48

Beyond Priesthood
Religious Entrepreneurs and Innovators in  
the Roman Empire
Edited by Georgia Petridou, Richard L Gordon & Jorg 
Rupke
Unlike the rather narrow focus of earlier studies 
of civic priests, the papers presented here examine 
a wider range of religious professionals, their 
dynamic interaction with established religious 
authorities and institutions, and their contributions 
to religious innovation in the ancient Mediterranean 
world, from the late Hellenistic period through to 
Late Antiquity, from the City of Rome to mainland 
Greece, Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt, from Greek 
civic practice to ancient Judaism. 
460p (Walter de Gruyter 2017) 9783110447019 Hb 
£110.00

Word and Context in Latin Poetry
Studies in Memory of David West
Edited by A. J. Woodman & J. Wisse
This volume of essays is intended to commemorate 
the eminent Latin scholar David West, best known 
for his work on Lucretius, Horace, Virgil and 
Shakespeare. The authors covered are Empedocles, 
Antisthenes, Callimachus, Lutatius Catulus, 
Catullus, Horace (Epodes and Odes), Propertius, 
Virgil (Aeneid), Dio Chrysostom and Hildebert of 
Lavardin. 
182p (Cambridge Philological Society 2017) 
9780956838155 Hb £45.00

The Roman Mithras Cult
A Cognitive Approach
By Olympia Panagiotidou & Roger Beck
In this ground-breaking study on one of the 
most intriguing and mysterious ancient cults, 
Olympia Panagiotidou, with contributions from 
Roger Beck, shows how cognitive historiography 
can supplement our historical knowledge. It 
identifies the cognitive and psychological processes 
which would have taken place in the minds and 
bodies of the Mithraists during their initiation 
and participation in the mysteries, enabling the 
perception, apprehension, and integration of the 
essential images and assumptions of the cult in its 
worldview system. 
240p, 15 bw illus (Bloomsbury 2017) 9781472567413 Hb 
£85.00

Celtic Religions in the Roman Period
Personal, Local, and Global
Edited by Ralph Haeussler & Thomas King
This multi-authored book brings together new 
work, from a wide range of disciplinary vantages, 
on pre-Christian religion in the Celtic-speaking 
provinces of the Roman Empire. The chapters are 
the work of international experts in the fields of 
classics, ancient history, archaeology, and Celtic 
studies. 
552p, b/w and col illus (Celtic Studies Publications 2017) 
9781891271250 Pb £39.95
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La ceca de Ilduro
By Alejandro G. Sinner
This book is devoted to the 
mint of Ilduro (province 
of Barcelona) during the 
second century BC, its main 
goal being to study not only 
the issues produced by the 
workshop in detail, but also 
the role that this coinage 
had in the monetarization 
of a changing society, that 
of the Laietani, which had 
never previously needed to 
use coinage. 
Spanish text. 189p b/w and col illus 
(Archaeopress 2017) 9781784917234 
Pb £30.00

The Late Proconsular Cistophori
By William Metcalf
This volume treats the 
cistophoric coinage bearing 
t h e  n a m e s  o f  Ro m a n 
magistrates, most commonly 
proconsuls, struck in 58–48 
BC, as well as other issues 
which depart from the 
traditional paradigm. It 
catalogues and illustrates 
some 523 cistophori and 
fractions from the mints of 
Ephesus, Pergamum, Tralles, 
and Apameia, as well as 
the “ATA” series and related issues. A detailed 
commentary discusses the Roman magistrates and 
the Greek signers of their coinages as well as well as 
the metrology and fineness of the cistophori. 
200p, b/w illus (American Numismatic Society 2017) 
9780897223478 Hb £55.00, NYP
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Author and Audience in Vitruvius’  
De Architectura
By Marden Fitzpatrick Nichols
In this  book,  Marden 
Fitzpatrick Nichols reveals 
how Vitruvius pitched 
the Greek discipline of 
architecture to his Roman 
readers, most of whom 
were undoubtedly laymen. 
Nichols argues that the 
author never intended to 
provide an accurate view 
of contemporary buildings. 
Instead, Vitruvius crafted his 
authorial persona and remarks on architecture to 
appeal to elites (and would-be elites) eager to secure 
their positions within an expanding empire. 
251p (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107003125 Hb £75.00

Immagini del Tempo degli Dei, 
Immagini del Tempo degli Uomini
Un’Analisi delle Iconografie dei Mesi  
nei Calendari Figurati Romani e Bizantini  
e del Loro Contest Storico-Culturale
By Ciro Parodo
A characteristic shared by the Roman and by 
zantine illustrated calendars is that they represent 
the twelve months of the year, referable to an 
iconographic repertoire which is divided into 
three themes: the astrological-astronomical, the 
festive-ritual and the rural-seasonal. The aim of 
research presented in this volume is the in-depth 
study of the connections between 
the meaning of the iconography 
of the Roman and by zantine 
illustrated calendars and their 
historical and cultural context. 
Italian text. 346p, b/w illus 
(Archaeopress 2017) 9781784917340 
Pb £42.00
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
The Traffic Systems of Pompeii
By Eric E. Poehler
Eric E. Poehler distills over five hundred instances of street-level “wear and tear” 
to reveal for the first time the rules of the ancient road. From his analysis of 
curbstones, cobbled surfaces, and ruts emerge the intricacies of the Pompeian 
traffic system and the changes to its operation over time. Though archaeological 
expertise forms the backbone of this book, its findings have equally important 
historical and architectural implications. Later chapters probe the impact of 

design and infrastructure on social roles and hierarchies among 
property owners in Pompeii, illuminating the economic forces 

that push and pull upon the shape of urban space. The 
final chapters set the road system into its broader context as 
one major infrastructural and administrative artefact of the 
Roman empire’s deeply urban culture. 

288p, b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780190614676 Hb £55.00

The Mirror of Venus
Women in Roman Art
By Iain Ferris
Though images of women 
were ubiquitous in the 
Roman world, these were 
seldom intended to be taken 
simply at face value. The 
importance of marriage, 
motherhood and political 
stability was often conveyed 
to the Roman people through 
c a re f u l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d 
representations of  the 
women of the ruling house. 
Mythological representations were used to present 
moral and political lessons to the women of Rome. 
This accessible book explores these representations 
and interprets their meaning and significance. 
240p col pls (Amberley Publishing 2017) 9781445660288 
Pb £9.99

The Image of Political Power in  
the Reign of Nerva, AD 96-98
By Nathan T. Elkins
Nerva, who ruled from 18 
September AD 96 to 27 
January AD 98, left little 
for the art historian or 
archaeologist on account of 
his short reign. This book 
takes the entire imperial 
coinage program issued by 
the mint of Rome to examine 
the self-representation, and, 
by extension, the policies and 
ideals of Nerva’s regime, in 
the process avoiding the problems of retrospection 
caused by privileging posthumous literary sources. 
232p, b/w illus (Oxford UP 2017) 9780190648039 Hb 
£55.00
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The Transition to Late Antiquity on  
the Lower Danube
Excavations at Dichin: An Extraordinary Late 
Roman and Early Byzantine Fort, Intensive Site-
Specific Survey and a Unique Roman Aqueduct
By Andrew Poulter
Excavations on the site 
of this remarkable fort in 
northern Bulgaria (1996–
2005) formed part of a 
long-term programme of 
excavation and intensive 
field survey, aimed at tracing 
the economic as well as 
physical changes which 
mark the transition from 
the Roman Empire to the 
Middle Ages. The analysis of 
well-dated finds and their full publication provides 
a unique data-base for the late Roman period in 
the Balkans; they include metal-work, pottery, glass, 
copper alloy finds, inscriptions and dipinti as well 
as quantified environmental reports on 
animal, birds and fish. In addition, 
there is a tailed report on a most 
remarkable and well-preserved 
aqueduct which employed the 
largest siphon ever discovered 
in the Roman Empire. 
640p,  (Oxbow Books  2018) 
9781785709586 Hb £70.00

House of the Surgeon, Pompeii
Excavations in the Casa del Chirurgo  
(VI 1, 9-10.23)
Edited by Michael Anderson & Damian Robinson
The House of the Surgeon 
has been one of the most 
frequently cited houses in 
the ancient city since its 
discovery in 1771. The results 
of the exhaustive study of 
the house within its urban 
context not only challenge 
many of the conclusions of 
previous research, but also 
make it possible at last for 
this important property 
to contribute information to the full history 
of Pompeii’s urban development, illuminating 
the chronology of urban change, the processes 
involved in ancient domestic construction, aspects 
of the ancient environment, and 
changing socio-political and 
economic conditions within Italy 
throughout the middle to late 
Republic and early Empire. 
528p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 
2017) 9781785707285 Hb £70.00

Material Approaches to Roman Magic
Occult Objects and Supernatural Substances
Edited by Adam Parker & Stuart McKie
This second volume in 
the new TRAC Themes in 
Roman Archaeology series 
seeks to push the research 
agendas of materiality and 
lived experience further into 
the study of Roman magic, a 
field that has, until recently, 
l a c ke d  o b j e c t- f o c u s e d 
analysis. by concentrating 
primarily on the Imperial 
period and the western 
provinces, the various contributions demonstrate 
very clearly the exceptional range of influences 
and possibilities open to individuals who sought 
to use magical rituals to affect their 
lives in these specific contexts 
– something that would have 
been largely impossible in 
earlier periods of antiquity. 
184p, b/w (Oxbow Books 2018) 
9781785708817 Hb £40.00

Insularity and Identity in  
the Roman Mediterranean
Edited by Anna Kouremenos
The papers in this book 
explore the concepts of 
insularity and identity in the 
Roman period by addressing 
some of the following 
questions: what does it mean 
to be an island? How has 
insularity shaped ethnic, 
cultural, and social identity 
in the Mediterranean during 
the Roman period? How 
were islands connected to the 
mainland and other islands? Did insularity produce 
isolation or did the populations of Mediterranean 
islands integrate easily into a common ‘Roman’ 
culture? How has maritime interaction shaped 
the economy and culture of specific islands? Can 
we argue for distinct ‘island identities’ during 
the Roman period? The twelve papers presented 
here each deal with specific islands 
or island groups, thus allowing 
for an integrated view of 
Mediterranean insularity and 
identity.
208p b/w illus (Oxbow Books 2017) 
9781785705809 Pb £38.00
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The Archaeology of Lucanian  
Cult Places
Fourth Century BC to the Early Imperial Age
By Ilaria Battiloro
With a detailed analysis of the archaeological record, 
this study traces the historical and archaeological 
narrative of Lucanian cult places from their 
creation to the Late Republican Age. Battiloro 
offers insight into the diachronic development of 
sacred architecture and ritual customs in ancient 
Lucania, and crucial new evidence from the most 
recent archaeological investigations is explored in 
order to define dynamics of contact and interaction 
between Lucanians and Romans on the eve of the 
Roman conquest. 
344p, b/w illus (Routledge 2017) 9781472423917 Hb 
£115.00

Architecture and Politics in  
Republican Rome
By Penelope J. E. Davies
This  volume explores 
the intersection between 
Roman Republican building 
practices and politics (c.509-
44 BCE). At the start of 
the period, architectural 
commissions were carefully 
controlled by the political 
system; by the end, buildings 
were so widely exploited and 
so rhetorically powerful that 
Cassius Dio cited abuse of 
visual culture among the reasons that propelled 
Julius Caesar’s colleagues to murder him in order to 
safeguard the Republic. Penelope J. E. Davies traces 
the journey between these two points, as politicians 
developed strategies to manoeuver within the 
system’s constraints. 
366p, (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781107094314 Hb £44.99

Roman Art & Archaeology

EDITOR’S CHOICE
Decorated Roman Armour
From the Ages of the Kings to the Death of Justinian the Great
By Raffaele D’Amato & Andrey Evgenevich Negin
This book presents a richly illustrated examination of Roman decorated 

armour. Its chronological chapters comprise detailed description 
of individual pieces, discussion of typology and iconography, 

and analysis of manufacturing processes and practical usage. 
Overall the authors contend that this was not gear designed 
solely for the parade ground and the triumph, but also had 
a real role to play in battle. 

256p, col illus (Frontline 2017) 9781473892873 Hb £30.00

The Temple of Peace in Rome
By Pier Luigi Tucci
In this magisterial two-
volume book, Pier Luigi 
Tucci offers a comprehensive 
examination of one of the key 
complexes of Ancient Rome, 
the Temple of Peace. Volume 
1 focuses on the foundation 
of  the complex under 
Vespasian until its restoration 
under Septimius Severus and 
challenges the accepted views 
about the ancient building. 
Volume 2 begins with the remodelling of the library 
hall and the construction of the rotunda complex, 
and examines the dedication of the Christian 
Basilica of SS Cosmas and Damian. 
1024p, b/w and col illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 
9781107174214 Hb £180.00

Pompeii
An Archaeological Guide
By Paul Wilkinson
Illustrated throughout with 
maps, plans, diagrams and 
other images, this handy 
guidebook offers a general 
introduction to Pompeii 
followed by an authoritative 
summary and survey of 
the buildings, artefacts and 
paintings themselves. There 
is coverage of the forum, 
temples, brothels, bath-
houses, bakeries, gymnasia, 
amphitheatre, necropolis and 
other site buildings – including 
perennial favourites like the 
House of the Faun, named after 
its celebrated dancing satyr. 
352p, b/w illus (I.B. Tauris 2017) 
9781784539283 Pb £14.99
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The Hellenistic, Roman, and Medieval 
Glass from Cosa
By David Frederick Grose & Russell Scott
Over 15,000 fragments of glass tableware, ranging 
in date from the mid-second century BCE to the 
early fifth century CE, were found at Cosa, a small 
town in Etruria (modern Tuscany). This study 
traces the evolution of manufacturing techniques 
from core-formed vessels to free blown glass, 
and it documents changes in taste and style that 
were characteristic of the western glass industry 
throughout its long history. 
304p, b/w illus (University of Michigan Press 2017) 
9780472130627 Hb £68.50

Die Ausrustung der romischen Armee 
auf der Siegessaule des Marcus 
Aurelius in Rom
By Boris Alexander Nikolaus Burandt
This volume presents a detailed comparison 
between archaeological remains of military 
equipment from excavations at sites linked to the 
wars with the Marcomanni on the Danube frontier 
and the famous depictions of soldiers from those 
same wars on the Column of Marcus 
Aurelius in Rome. The result is a 
broad picture of the Roman army 
under Marcus Aurelius and of 
Rome’s depiction of their forces 
in state propaganda. 
418p, b/w illus (Archaeopress 2017) 
9781784916930 Pb £45.00

Protecting the Empire
Fortlets, Frontiers, and the Quest for  
Post-Conquest Security
By Matthew F. A. Symonds
When it came to suppressing 
counterinsurgencies, or 
deterring the depredations 
of bandits, the Roman army 
frequently deployed small 
groups of infantry and 
cavalry based in fortlets. 
This remarkable installation 
type has never previously 
been studied in detail, and 
shows a new side to the 
Roman army. Rather than 
displaying the aggressive uniformity for which 
the Roman military is famous, individual fortlets 
were usually bespoke installations tailored to local 
needs. Examining fortlet use in north-west Europe 
helps explain the differing designs of the Empire’s 
most famous artificial frontier systems: Hadrian’s 
Wall, the Antonine Wall, and the Upper German 
and Raetian limites. The archaeological evidence is 
fully integrated with documentary sources, which 
disclose the gritty reality of life in a Roman fortlet. 
266p, (Cambridge UP 2017) 9781108421553 Hb £75.00

The Roman Garden
Space, Sense, and Society
By Katharine T. von Stackelberg
In this study Katharine von 
Stackelberg examines how 
the garden functioned as 
a conceptual, sensual and 
physical space in Roman 
society, and its use as a vehicle 
of cultural communication. 
It  includes a detailed 
original analysis of garden 
terminology and concludes 
with three case studies on the 
House of Octavius Quartio 
and the House of the Menander in Pompeii, Pliny’s 
Tuscan garden, and Caligula’s Horti Lamiani in Rome. 
182p b/w illus (Routledge 2009, Pb 2017) 9780415438230 
Hb £110.00, 9781138243064 Pb £43.99

Writing and Power in the Roman World
Literacies and Material Culture
By Hella Eckardt
In this book, Hella Eckardt 
offers new insights into 
l iteracy in the Roman 
world by examining the 
tools that enabled writing, 
such as inkwells, styli and 
tablets. She explores how 
writing equipment shaped 
practices such as posture 
and handwriting and her 
careful analysis of burial 
data shows considerable 
numbers of women and children interred with 
writing equipment in an effort to display status as 
well as age and gender. 
282p b/w and col illus (Cambridge UP 2017) 
9781108418058 Hb £75.00

Glassware and Glassworking in 
Thessaloniki
1st Century BC – 6th Century AD
By Anastassios Ch. Antonaras
This is a detailed examination of the production of 
glass and glass vessels in the eastern Mediterranean, 
during the Roman period, analysing production 
techniques and decoration. The volume establishes 
the socio-economic framework of glassmaking and 
glassmakers’ social status in the Roman world 
generally and in Thessaloniki specifically, while 
identifying probable local products. Presented are 
all the excavation glass finds from 
Thessaloniki and its environs 
found between 1912 and 2002. 
A typological classification 
is presented for almost 800 
objects. 
400p b/w illus, col pls (Archaeopress 
2017) 9781784916794 Pb £50.00
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The Western Cemetery of Roman 
Cirencester
Excavations at the Former Bridges Garage, 
Tetbury Road, Cirencester, 2011-2015
By Neil Holbrook, Jamie Wright, E.R. McSloy &  
Jonny Geber
Excavations in 2011 to 2015 within the Western 
Cemetery of Roman Cirencester resulted in the 
discovery of 118 inhumation and 8 cremation burials, 
the largest investigation of a Roman cemetery in 
Cirencester since the Bath Gate excavations of 
the 1970s. A greater quantity of grave goods was 
recovered from this cemetery compared to the Bath 
Gate cemetery, testifying to the higher status of 
those buried here. 
170p, b/w illus (Cotswold Archaeology 2017) 
9780993454530 Hb £19.95, NYP

A Romano-British-Roadside Settlement 
near Beanacre, Wiltshire
By Cai Mason
Archaeological excavation 
during the construction of 
a new supply line for the 
electrification of the Great 
Western Railway Main 
Line, uncovered part of a 
large, previously unknown, 
Romano-British settlement 
along the main road between 
the Roman towns of Aquae 
Sulis and Cunetio. The full 
extent of the settlement is 
unknown but evidence from metal detector finds 
and field names suggests that it may have extended 
for at least 0.9 km along the Roman road. 
120p, b/w and col illus (Wessex Archaeology 2018) 
9781911137085 Pb £15.00, NYP

Hadrian’s Wall
By Adrian Goldsworthy
Located at the far-flung and 
wild edge of the Roman 
Empire, Hadrian’s Wall was 
constructed by Emperor 
Hadrian in the 120s AD. Vast 
in size and stretching from 
the east to the west cost of 
the province of Britannia, it 
took ten years and thousands 
of hands to build the seventy-
three miles of wall and its 
impressive forts. Adrian 
Goldsworthy considers why and how the Vallum 
Aelium was built and discusses the fascinating 
history, afterlife and archaeology of this unique 
ancient monument. 
256p col illus (Head of Zeus 2018) 9781784974725 Hb 
£18.99
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NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Alan Sorrell
The Man Who Created Roman Britain
By Julia Sorrell & Mark Sorrell
Alan Sorrell’s archaeo-
logical reconstruction 
drawings and paintings 
remain some of the best, 
most accurate and most 
accomplished paintings of 
their genre. So influential 
were Sorrell’s images 
of Roman towns such 
as London, Colchester, 
Wroxeter, St Albans and 
Bath, buildings such as 
the Heathrow temple and the forts of Hadrian’s 
Wall, that he became known as the man who 
invented Roman Britain. In this affectionate 
but objective account, Sorrell’s children, both 
also artists, present a brief pictorial biography 
followed by more detailed descriptions of the 
genesis, research and production of illustrations 
that demonstrate the artist’s integrity and vision, 
based largely on family archives and illustrated 
throughout with Sorrell’s own works. 
192p, b/w and colour (Oxbow Books 2018) 
9781785707407 Pb £29.99

The Roman Amphitheatre of Chester 
Volume 1
The Prehistoric and Roman Archaeology
By Tony Wilmott & Dan Garner
This is the first of two 
volumes dealing with 
t h e  m a j o r  re s e a rc h 
exc ava t i o n s  o n  t h e 
Chester Amphitheatre 
in 2004–2006. The first 
amphitheatre was built in 
the 70s AD. Amphitheatre 
2, probably built in the 
later second century, 
was the largest and most 
impressive amphitheatre 
in Britain, featuring elaborate entrances, internal 
stairs and decorative pilasters on the outer wall. 
This fully integrated volume tells the story 
of the site from the Mesolithic to the end of 
the life of the amphitheatre. It contains full 
stratigraphic and structural detail, including CGI 
reconstruction of Amphitheatre 2, artefactual 
and ecofactual evidence. 
496p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 2017) 
9781785707445 Hb £30.00
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Iron Age and Roman Coin Hoards  
in Britain
By Roger Bland, Adrian Chadwick, Eleanor Ghey, 
Colin Haselgrove & David J. Mattingly
More coin hoards have 
been recorded from Roman 
Britain than from any other 
province of the Empire. This 
comprehensive and lavishly 
illustrated volume provides 
a survey of over 3260 hoards 
of Iron Age and Roman coins 
found in England and Wales 
with a detailed analysis 
and discussion. Theories 
of hoarding and deposition 
and examined, national and regional patterns in 
the landscape settings of coin hoards presented, 
together with an analysis of those hoards whose 
findspots were surveyed and of those hoards found 
in archaeological excavations. It also includes an 
unprecedented examination of the containers in 
which coin hoards were buried and the objects 
found with them. The patterns of hoarding in 
Britain from the late 2nd century BC to the 5th 
century AD are discussed. The volume also provides 
a survey of Britain in the 3rd century 
AD, as a peak of over 700 hoards 
are known from the period from 
AD 253–296. 
496p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow 
Books 2018) 9781785708558 Hb 
£65.00

Journal of Roman Pottery 
Studies Volume 17
Edited by Steven Willis
Topics include: evidence 
of Late Iron Age and early 
Roman pottery forms and 
fabrics from west and east 
Kent; ceramic fire-dogs 
discovered in the area 
of the Dutch Lowlands 
and Flanders; portable 
Roman ceramic ovens and 
baking plates recorded 
in recent years in Britain; 
amphorae from the eastern 
Mediterranean in northern Europe and pottery 
used in Roman ritual and religion; 
and the pottery production site 
at Snape, Suffolk, and the types 
produced. 
96p, b/w and col (Oxbow Books 
2018) 9781785709340 Pb £38.00
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Clash of Cultures?
The Romano-British Period in the  
West Midlands
Edited by Roger White & Mike Hodder
The general perception of 
the west midlands region in 
the Roman period is that it 
was a backwater compared to 
the militarised frontier zone 
of the north, or the south of 
Britain where Roman culture 
took root early – in cities 
like Colchester, London and 
St Albans – and lingered 
late at cities like Cirencester 
and Bath with their rich, 
late Roman villa culture. Where the west midlands 
differed, and why, are important questions in 
understanding the regional diversity of Roman 
Britain. They are addressed by this volume which 
details the archaeology of the Roman period 
for each of the modern counties of the region, 
written by local experts who are or have been 
responsible for the management and exploration 
of their respective counties. These are placed 
alongside more thematic takes on elements of 
Roman culture, including the Roman Army, pottery, 
coins and religion. Lastly, an overview is taken of the 
important transitional period of the fifth and sixth 
centuries. This is the third volume in a series – The 
Making of the West Midlands – that 
explores the archaeology of the 
English west midlands region 
from the Lower Palaeolithic 
onwards. 
224p, b/w and colour (Oxbow 
Books 2018) 9781785709227 Hb 
£30.00

Hadrian’s Wall Archaeology,  
Issue 8 (2017)
Edited by David Mason
A bumper edition of the annual round-up of 
archaeological work on Hadrian’s Wall. Articles 
report on a substantial number of projects at sites 
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