
A History of Disease in Ancient Times
More Lethal than War
By Philip Norrie
This  book shows how 
b u b o n i c  p l a g u e  a n d 
smallpox helped end the 
Hittite Empire, the Bronze 
Age in the Near East and 
later the Carthaginian 
Empire. It examines all the 
possible infectious diseases 
present in ancient times 
and argues that infectious 
disease epidemics are a 
critical link in the chain of 
causation for the demise of most civilizations in 
the ancient world. 
168p (Palgrave 2016) 9783319289366 Hb £66.99

The Archaeology of Grotta Scaloria
Ritual in Neolithic Southeast Italy
Edited by Antonella Traverso, John Robb, Eugenia Isetti 
& Ernestine S. Elster
This significant site is 
finally published in one 
comprehensive volume 
(and in an online archive 
of additional data and 
photographs) that gathers 
together the archaeological 
data from the upper and lower 
chambers of the cave. These 
data indicate intense ritual 
and quotidian use during 
the Neolithic period (circa 
5600-5300 BCE). The Grotta Scaloria project is 
also important as historiography, since it illustrates 
a changing trajectory of research spanning three 
generations of European and American archaeology. 
464p, b/w and col illus (Cotsen Institute of Archaeology 
2016) 9781938770074 Hb £95.95
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Classical World
The Topography of Violence in  
the Greco-Roman World
Edited by Werner Riess & Garret G. Fagan
These essays examine how 
topography shaped the 
perception and interpretation 
of violence in Greek and 
Roman antiquity. After an 
introduction explaining 
the “spatial turn” in the 
theoretical study of violence, 
“paired” chapters review 
political assassination, the 
battlefield, violence against 
women and slaves, and 
violence at Greek and Roman 
dinner parties. 
432p (University of Michigan Press 2016) 9780472119820 
Hb £69.95

Women’s Life in Greece and Rome
A Source Book in Translation
Edited by Mary R. Lefkowitz & Maureen B. Fant
This highly acclaimed collection, the first 
sourcebook on ancient women and now in its fourth 
edition, provides a unique look into the public and 
private lives and legal status of Greek and Roman 
women. The texts represent women of all social 
classes, from public figures remembered for their 
deeds (or misdeeds), to priestesses, poets, and 
intellectuals, to working women, such as musicians, 
wet nurses, and prostitutes, to homemakers. 
496p, b/w illus (Bloomsbury , 4th ed 2016) 9781472578471 
Pb £28.99

Circum Mare
Themes in Ancient Warfare
Edited by Jeremy Armstrong
This volume presents a thematic approach to 
current directions in ancient military studies with 
case studies on topics including the economics 
of warfare, military cohesion, military authority, 
irregular warfare, and sieges. Bringing together 
work from across the Mediterranean world, ranging 
from Pharaonic Egypt to Late Antique Europe and 
from Punic Spain to Persian Anatolia, the collection 
demonstrates both the breadth of the current field 
and a surprising number of synergies. 
320p, (Brill 2016) 9789004284845 Hb £125.00

The Horse in the Ancient World
From Bucephalus to the Hippodrome
By Carolyn Willekes
Carolyn Willekes traces the early history 
of the horse through a combination of equine 
iconography, literary representations, fieldwork 
and archaeological theory. Establishing a regional 
typology of ancient horses – Mediterranean, Central 
Asian and Near Eastern – the author discerns 
within these categories several distinct sub-types. 
Explaining how the physical characteristics of 
each type influenced its use on the battlefield – 
through grand strategy, singular tactics and general 
deployment – she focuses on Egypt, Persia and the 
Hittites, as well as Greece and Rome. 
304p, b/w illus, col pls (I.B. Tauris 2016) 9781784533663 
Hb £64.00
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NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Greek and Roman Oared Warships 
399-30BC
By John Morrison
This is an important 
study of the new types of 
warships which evolved 
in the navies of the 
Mediterranean in the 4th 
and 3rd centuries BC, and 
of their use by Greeks, 
Phoenicians and Romans 
in the fleets and naval 
battles in the second and 
first centuries, culminating 
in the Battle of Aktion. 
The book includes a catalogue and discussion 
of the iconography of the ships with over fifty 
illustrations from coins, sculptures and other 
objects. John Coates discusses reconstructions, 
crews, ships and tactics illuminated by the recent 
experiments with the reconstructed trireme 
Olympias . Complete with gazetteer, glossary, 
bibliography and indexes. 
420p b/w illus (Oxbow Books 1996, Pb 2016) 
9781785704017 Pb £40.00

Ancient Historiography on War  
and Empire
Edited by Timothy Howe, Sabine Müller & Richard 
Stoneman
Ancient Historiography 
on War and Empire shows 
the ways in which the 
literary genre of writing 
history developed to guide 
empires through their 
wars. Taking key events 
from the Achaemenid 
Pe r s i a n ,  A t h e n i a n , 
Macedonian and Roman 
‘empires’, the 17 essays 
collected here analyse the 
way events and the accounts of those events 
interact. Subjects include: how Greek historians 
assign nearly divine honours to the Persian King; 
the role of the tomb cult of Cyrus the Founder in 
historical narratives of conquest and empire from 
Herodotus to the Alexander historians; warfare 
and financial innovation in the age of Philip 
II and his son, Alexander the Great; Plutarch’s 
juxtaposition of character in the Alexander-
Caesar pairing as a commentary on political 
legitimacy and military prowess, and Roman 
Imperial historians using historical examples 
of good and bad rule to make meaningful 
challenges to current Roman authority. 
304p, b/w and colour (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785702990 Hb £48.00
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Food, Identity and Cross-Cultural 
Exchange in the Ancient World
Edited by Wim Broekaert, Robin Nadeau & John 
Wilkins
The current volume brings together a collection of 
papers investigating the nexus between food and 
identity in cross-cultural settings from Classical 
Greece until the rise of Christianity. Whenever 
different cultures engage in a process of exchange, 
food and cuisine are among the first aspects of 
identity to meet, clash and enrich each other. 
The authors analyse the various channels of 
mutual influence between different cultures and 
the deliberate choices made by producers and 
consumers. 
106p, b/w illus (Peeters Press 2016) 9789042933040 Pb 
£25.00

Icon Cult and Context
Sacred Spaces and Objects in the Classical 
World
Edited by Maura K. Heyn & Ann Irvine Steinsapir
The iconography of gods and 
goddesses, the analysis of 
sacred imagery in the context 
of ancient cult practices, and 
the design and decoration of 
sacred spaces are the main 
themes of this book. Authors 
examine such subjects as 
painting from Dura-Europos, 
Hellenistic sculpture at 
Saqqara in Egypt, Roman 
cameo glass, Pompeian 
fresco, and aspects of Venus in portrait sculpture. 
224p b/w and col illus (Cotsen Institute of Archaeology 
2016) 9781938770067 Pb £64.95

Housing and Habitat in the Ancient 
Mediterranean
Cultural and Environmental Responses
Edited by A. Andrea Di Castro & Colin A. Hope
The papers in this volume 
deal with the development 
and internationalisation 
of domestic architecture 
in the Mediterranean, 
the transformation and 
diffusion of different housing 
typologies, the implications 
for social interaction, and 
the adaptation to varying 
regional environments of 
Classical models of housing. 
The contributors present new archaeological data 
and fresh interpretations, various theories, methods 
and evidence to investigate the characteristics of and 
change in social space and dynamics in both the 
urban and rural environment. 
331p, col illus (Peeters Press 2015) 9789042933262 Pb 
£100.00
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Writing Biography in Greece and Rome
Narrative Technique and Fictionalization
Edited by Koen de Temmerman & Kristoffel Demoen
This volume examines a range of ancient texts 
which are or purport to be biographical and 
explores how formal narrative categories such 
as time, space and character are constructed and 
how they address (highlight, question, thematize, 
underscore or problematize) the borderline between 
historicity and fictionality. 
372p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107129122 
Hb £74.99

Divination and Human Nature
A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical 
Antiquity
By Peter T. Struck
This study casts a new perspective on the rich 
tradition of ancient divination. Examining the 
writings of Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, and the 
Neoplatonists, Struck demonstrates that they all 
observed how some people had premonitions 
defying the typical bounds of rationality. For 
the philosophers, such unexplained insights 
invited a speculative search for an alternative and 
more naturalistic system of cognition. They thus 
interpreted the phenomena of divination as a 
practice closer to intuition and instinct than magic. 
280p, (Princeton University Press 2016) 9780691169392 
Hb £34.95

Facing the Gods
Epiphany and Representation in Graeco-Roman 
Art, Literature and Religion
By Verity Platt
This is the first history of epiphany as both a 
phenomenon and a cultural discourse within 
the Graeco-Roman world. It explores divine 
manifestations and their representations both in art 
and in literary, historical and epigraphic accounts. 
The cultural analysis of epiphany is set within a 
historical framework that examines its development 
from the archaic period to the Roman Empire. 
In particular, a surprisingly large number of the 
images that have survived from antiquity are not 
only religious but epiphanically charged. 
502p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2011, Pb 
2016) 9780521861717 Hb £88.00, 9781316619193 Pb 
£24.99

Disability in Antiquity
Edited by Christian Laes
Contributions from leading international scholars 
examine deformity and disability from a variety of 
historical, sociological and theoretical perspectives, 
as represented in various media. The volume is not 
confined to a narrow view of ‘antiquity’ but includes 
a large number of pieces on ancient western Asia 
that provide a broad and comparative view of the 
topic and enable scholars to see this important topic 
in the round. 
490p (Routledge 2016) 9781138814851 Hb £150.00

Drawings in Greek and Roman 
Architecture
By Antonio Corso
This book is an essay on architectural drawings of 
the Greek and Roman world. The first chapter is 
focused on the possibility that ancient treatises of 
architectures were endowed with drawings in order 
to make clear expositions which sometimes were 
not easily explainable only with words. Then the 
drawings which once clarified the treatise of Vitruvius 
are considered. The references to architectural 
drawings in literary and epigraphical testimonia 
are collected and a catalogue of 
the surviving Greek and Roman 
drawings of buildings or of parts 
of them is given. 
118p, b/w illus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784913717 
Pb £25.00

Only  

£20.00 until  

31st April

NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Spinning Fates and the Song of  
the Loom
The Use of Textiles, Clothing and Cloth 
Production as Metaphor, Symbol and Narrative 
Device in Greek and Latin Literature
Edited by Marie Louise Nosch, Mary Harlow & 
Giovanni Fanfani
Spanning mainly Greek 
and Latin poetic genres, 
y e t  e n c o m p a s s i n g 
comparative evidence 
from other Indo-European 
languages and literatures, 
these 18 chapters draw 
a various yet consistent 
picture of the literary 
exploitation of the imagery, 
concepts and symbolism 
of ancient textiles and 
clothing. Topics include refreshing readings of 
tragic instances of deadly peploi and fatal fabrics, 
situating them within a Near Eastern tradition 
of curse as garment, explore female agency in 
the narrative of their production, and argue for 
broader symbolic implications of textile-making 
within the sphere of natural wealth The concepts 
and technological principles of ancient weaving 
emerge as cognitive patterns that, by means of 
analogy rather than metaphor, are reflected in 
early Greek mathematic and logical thinking, and 
in archaic poetics. The significance of weaving 
technology in early philosophical conceptions 
of cosmic order is revived by Lucretius’ account 
of atomic compound structure whilst clothing 
imagery is at the centre of the sustained 
intertextual strategy built by Statius. 
(Oxbow Books 2016) 9781785701603 Hb £38.00
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The Athenian Adonia in Context
The Adonis Festival as Cultural Practice
By Larialan Reitzammer
Ancient sources and modern scholars have often 
represented the Athenian festival of Adonis as a 
marginal and faintly ridiculous private women’s 
ritual. Laurialan Reitzammer resourcefully 
examines a wide array of surviving evidence about 
the Adonia, arguing for its symbolic importance 
in fifth and fourth-century Athenian culture as an 
occasion for gendered commentary on mainstream 
Athenian practices. 
264p, b/w illus (University of Wisconsin Press 2016) 
9780299308209 Hb £70.50

Sport, Democracy and War in  
Classical Athens
By David M. Pritchard
Sportsmen in democratic Athens continued to be 
drawn from the elite, and so it comes as a surprise 
that sport was very popular with non-elite citizens. 
This book is a bold and novel exploration of this 
apparent contradiction, which examines three of 
the fundamental aspects of Athens in the classical 
period – democratic politics, public commitment to 
sport and constant warfare. 
264p (Cambridge University Press 2012, Pb 2016) 
9781107007338 Hb £67.00, 9781316610305 Pb £19.99

Law and Order in Ancient Athens
By Adriaan Lanni
Lanni argues that law and formal legal institutions 
played a greater role in maintaining order in ancient 
Athens than is generally acknowledged. The legal 
system did encourage compliance with law, but 
not through the familiar deterrence mechanism 
of imposing sanctions for violating statutes. Lanni 
shows how formal institutions facilitated the 
operation of informal social control in a society 
that was too large and diverse to be characterized 
as a ‘face-to-face community’ or ‘close-knit group’. 
240p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9780521198806 
Hb £80.00

The Isthmus of Corinth
Crossroads of the Mediterranean World
By David K. Pettegrew
David Pettegrew’s new book investigates the Isthmus 
of Corinth from the Hellenistic period to Late 
Antiquity. He outlines how the Isthmus became 
the most famous land bridge of the ancient world, 
central to maritime interests of Corinth, and a 
medium for Rome’s conquest, annexation, and 
administration in the Greek east. A fresh synthesis 
of archaeological evidence describes the physical 
development of fortifications, settlements, harbours, 
roads, and sanctuaries in the region. 
352p, b/w illus (University of Michigan Press 2016) 
9780472119844 Hb £69.95

Conceptualising Early Colonisation
Edited by Valentino Nizzo, Gert-Jan Burgers & Lieve 
Donnellan
This volume focuses on various ways scholars 
represent ancient Greek colonisation in Italy. The 
complexity of the phenomenon in Antiquity does 
not allow for a straightforward equation with 
modern colonisation, but alternative concepts for 
this ancient “colonisation” appear to be equally 
elusive. Conceptualising early colonisation needs 
to take the entanglement with other processes into 
account, state formation, urbanisation, technological 
innovations, increasing connectivity and identity 
formation, among others. 
248p, b/w and col illus (Brepols 2016) 9789074461825 
Pb £75.00

Athens and Sparta
Constructing Greek Political and Social History 
from 478 BC
By Anton Powell
Beginning in 478 BC Anton Powell presents an 
excellent, well-written account of 5th-century 
Greek history and society, contrasting the two 
rival powers of Athens and Sparta. The new third 
edition includes discussion of the latest scholarship 
on this crucial period, and for the first time it 
includes numerous photographs of Greek sites and 
archaeological objects discussed in the text. 
464p, b/w illus (Routledge 3rd ed, 2016) 9781138778467 
Pb £26.99

Athens
The City as University
By Niall Livingstone
In this volume Livingstone argues that learning 
about political praxis (how to be a citizen) was 
an integral part of the everyday life of ancient 
Athenians. In the streets, shops and other meeting-
places of the city people from all levels of society, 
from slaves to the very wealthy, exchanged 
knowledge and competed for power and status. The 
City as University explores the spaces and occasions 
where Athenians practised the arts of citizenship for 
which they and their city became famous. 
124p (Routledge 2016) 9780415212960 Hb £85.00

Hallowed Stewards
Solon and the Sacred Treasurers of Ancient 
Athens
By William S. Bubelis
Hallowed Stewards closely examines those 
magistracies that were central to Athenian religious 
efforts, and which are best described as “sacred 
treasurers.” It not only provides a wealth of detail 
concerning these hitherto badly understood offices, 
but also the larger diachronic framework within 
which they operated. 
288p (University of Michigan Press 2016) 9780472119424 
Hb £66.95
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The Symposion in Ancient Greek 
Society and Thought
By Fiona Hobden
This book investigates the place of the symposion 
in ancient Greek society and thought by exploring 
the rhetorical dynamics of its representations in 
literature and art. Across genres, individual Greeks 
constructed visions of the party and its performances 
that offered persuasive understandings of the event 
and its participants. Sympotic representations thus 
communicated ideas which, set within broader 
cultural conversations, could possess a discursive edge. 
314p (Cambridge University Press 2013, Pb 2016) 
9781107026667 Hb £67.00, 9781316613733 Pb £30.00

In Bed with the Ancient Greeks
By Paul Chrystal
An analysis of the many layers of sex and sexuality 
in the various Greek societies – from the Minoan 
civilisation, through Athens and the other city 
states, through Sparta and Hellenistic Greece. It 
examines attitudes to, and the practice of, sex in 
Greek mythology, literature and real life; in love, 
marriage and adultery; in religion and philosophy; 
in the visual arts; of sexual medicine and erotic 
magic; and the vocabulary of sex. 
288p col pls (Amberley Publishing 2016) 9781445654126 
Hb £20.00

Gods and Mortals at Olympus
Ancient Dion, City of Zeus
Edited by Dimitrios Pandermalis
Located on the eastern slopes of Mount Olympus, 
the city of Dion and its natural environment 
were interpreted by the ancient Greeks as divine, 
prompting the area’s critical role in establishing 
the identity of the royal house of Philip and 
Alexander the Great. Generations of royalty and 
their followers celebrated their dedication to the 
god with sanctuaries, festivals, temples, statues, 
and public buildings. This exhibition catalogue 
presents highlights of the finds of the last fifty years 
of archaeological excavations. 
160p col illus (Hellenic Museums Shop 2016) 
9780990614227 Pb £21.00

Boiotia in Antiquity
Selected Papers
By Albert Schachter
Boiotia was one of the most important regions of 
ancient Greece. This volume conveniently brings 
together twenty-three papers (two previously 
unpublished, others revised and updated) which 
display a compelling intellectual coherence and a 
narrative style refreshingly immune to jargon. All 
major topics of Boiotian history from early Greece 
to Roman times are touched upon, and the book can 
be read as a history of Boiotia, in pieces. 
430p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107053243 
Hb £84.99

Benefaction and Rewards in  
the Ancient Greek City
The Origins of Euergetism
By Marc Domingo Gygax
This volume presents for the first time an in-depth 
analysis of the origins of Greek euergetism. Derived 
from the Greek for ‘benefactor’, ‘euergetism’ refers 
to the process whereby citizens and foreigners 
offered voluntary services and donations to the 
polis that were in turn recognised as benefactions 
in a formal act of reciprocation. Euergetism is key 
to our understanding of how city-states negotiated 
both the internal tensions between mass and elite, 
and their conflicts with external powers. 
336p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9780521515351 
Hb £64.99

On the Greek Origins of Biopolitics
A Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower
By Mika Ojakangas
This book explores the origins of western biopolitics 
in ancient Greek political thought. Ojakangas argues 
that the conception of politics as the regulation of 
the quantity and quality of population in the name 
of the security and happiness of the state and 
its inhabitants is as old as the western political 
thought itself: the politico-philosophical categories 
of classical thought, particularly those of Plato and 
Aristotle, were already biopolitical categories. 
124p (Routledge 2016) 9781138659438 Hb £90.00
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Forthcoming from Oxbow Books

With Alexander in India and Central 
Asia
Moving East and Back to West
Edited by Claudia Antonetti & P. Biagi
Alexander conquered most 
parts of the Western World, 
but there is a great deal of 
controversy over his invasion 
of India, the least known 
of his campaigns. In BC 327 
Alexander came to India, 
and tried to cross the Jhelum 
river for the invasion, but 
was then confronted by King 
Porus who ruled an area 
in what is now the Punjab. 
According to Indian history he was stopped by 
Porus at his entry into the country, but most of the 
world still believes that Alexander won the battle. 
Twelve papers in this volume examine aspects of 
Alexander’s Indian campaign, the relationship 
between him and his generals, the potential to use 
Indian sources, and evidence for the 
influence of policies of Alexander 
in neighbouring areas such as 
Iran and Russia. 
304p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow 
Books 2017) 9781785705847 Pb 
£40.00

Only 
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Dangerous Perfection
Ancient Funerary Vases from Southern Italy
By Ursula Kaestner
In 2008, the Berlin Antikensammlung initiated a 
project with the J. Paul Getty Museum to conserve 
a group of ancient funerary vases from southern 
Italy. In addition to lavish illustrations, two in-
depth essays on the history of the vases and on 
their nineteenth century reconstruction by Raffaele 
Gargiulo, as well as detailed conservation notes for 
each object, this publication also features the first 
English translation of Gargiulo’s original text on his 
understanding as to how ancient Greek vases were 
manufactured. 
176p, col illus (Getty Trust Publishing 2016) 
9781606064764 Hb £40.00

Conservation of Classical Monuments 
in the Mediterranean Region
A Study of Anastylosis with Case Studies from 
Greece and Turkey
By Kalliopi Vacharopoulou
This work studies the conservation of classical 
monuments in the Mediterranean region. It focuses 
on a specific method, anastylosis, and its application 
to classical monuments. The terminology, 
philosophy, theoretical principles and technical 
issues of anastylosis are explored within the wider 
context of cultural heritage management, through 
case studies from Greece and Turkey, a survey of 
anastylosis practitioners, and a short visitor survey. 
259p (BAR 2800, 2016) 9781407314853 Pb £46.00

La Ceramica a Decorazione Geometrica 
Dipinta da Segesta nel Quadro delle 
Produzioni della Sicilia Occidentale
By Alfonsa Serra
A complete analysis of matt-painted pottery 
from Segesta, Sicily is presented in this volume. 
The analysis is based on direct examination of 
thousands of pottery fragments excavated from 
different contexts, both public and domestic, and 
from which the author derives a detailed typological 
and chronological order. The core of the study is 
the analysis of the functional aspects of the pottery.  
222p, b/w illus, col pls (British Archaeological Reports 
2016) 9781407314679 Pb £39.00, 

Geometric Period Plithos Burial Ground 
at Chora of Naxos Island Greece
Anthropology Report
By Anagnostis P. Agelarakis
This report aims to offer glimpses of the human 
condition on Naxos island, Greece, focusing on 
the archaeoanthropologic study of the human 
skeletal remains along with associated contexts of 
faunal materials recovered from 
the Geometric (9th – 7th c BC) 
component of the burial ground 
site of Plithos in Chora at Naxos 
island. 
94p, col illus (Archaeopress 2016) 
9781784913038 Pb £28.00
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
The Trophies of Victory
Public Building in Periklean Athens
By T. Leslie Shear Jr.
In Trophies of Victory, T. Leslie Shear, Jr., who directed archaeological 
excavations at the Athenian Agora for more than twenty-five years, provides the 
first comprehensive account of the Periklean buildings as a group. This richly 
illustrated book examines each building in detail, including its archaeological 
reconstruction, architectural design, sculptural decoration, chronology, and 
construction history. Shear emphasizes the Parthenon’s revolutionary features 
and how they influenced smaller contemporary temples. He examines 

inscriptions that show how every aspect of public works was 
strictly controlled by the Athenian Assembly. In the case of the 

buildings on the Acropolis and the Telesterion at Eleusis, he 
looks at accounts of their overseers, which illuminate the 
administration, financing, and organization of public works. 
Throughout, the book provides new details about how the Periklean buildings 
proclaimed Athenian military prowess, aggrandized the city’s cults and festivals, and 

laid claim to its religious and cultural primacy in the Greek world. 
476p b/w illus (Princeton University Press 2016) 9780691170572 Pb £54.95
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NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Textile Production in Classical Athens
By Stella Spantidaki
In ancient Greece, textiles 
were considered among 
the principal and most 
fundamental cultural 
expressions. In Textile 
Production in Classical 
Athens Stella Spantidaki 
provides the first synthesis 
of the available evidence 
from textual, iconographic 
a n d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
s o u r c e s  o n  t e x t i l e 
production in 5th and 4th century BC Athens, 
employing an interdisciplinary perspective that 
sets the frame for future research in the field. 
She presents a detailed consideration of the 
historical and social context of textile production 
in classical Athens, examines and discusses 
evidence for the equipment, materials, processes 
and techniques employed at each stage of the 
full production sequence, and discusses the 
organisation of production and trade. 
256p, b/w and colour (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785702525 Pb £38.00

Gods and Garments
Textiles in Greek Sanctuaries in the 7th  
to the 1st Centuries BC
By Cecilie Brøns
The aim of this volume 
is to introduce textiles 
into the study of ancient 
G re e k  re l i g i o n  a n d 
thereby illuminate the 
roles textiles played in 
the performance of Greek 
ritual and their wider 
consequences. Chapters 
centre on three themes: 
first, the dedication of 
textiles and clothing 
accessories in Greek sanctuaries is investigated 
through a thorough examination of the temple 
inventories. Second, the use of textiles to dress 
ancient cult images is explored. The examination 
of Hellenistic and Roman copies of ancient cult 
images from Asia Minor as well as depictions 
of cult images in vase-painting in collocation 
with written sources illustrates the existence of 
this particular ritual custom in ancient Greece. 
Third, the existence of dress codes in the Greek 
sanctuaries is addressed through an investigation 
of the existence of particular attire for ritual 
personnel as well as visitors to the sanctuaries 
with the help of iconography and written sources. 
384p, b/w and colour (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785703553 Hb £40.00

Samothrace IX
The Monuments of the Eastern Hill
By Bonna D. Wescoat
In this volume, the key monuments that form 
the Theatral Complex are presented in their 
archaeological, architectural, and historical contexts. 
The potential significance of the Complex within 
the mystery cult is considered, both as the place 
that initially gave shape to the group of pilgrims 
undergoing initiation, and as the place where new 
initiates ultimately departed the Sanctuary. 
640p, b/w illus (American School of Classical Studies at 
Athens 2017) 9780876618509 Hb £125.00, NYP

Dinamiche Insediative nel Territorio 
di Canicattini Bagni e nel Bacino di 
Alimentazione del Torrente Cavadonna 
(Siracusa) Tra Antichita e Medioevo
By Santino Alessandro Cugno
An exploration of the spatial planning and dynamics 
of rural settlements located in the catchment of the 
River Cavadonna in antiquity and the Middle Ages. 
It draws on new archaeological and topographical 
data that has emerged from recent surveys, along 
with a preliminary review of documentary sources 
and place names, together with a preliminary 
census of all archaeological evidence. Italian text. 
151p, b/w and col illus (BAR 2802, 2016) 9781407314945 
Pb £31.00

The Chora of Metaponto 6
A Greek Settlement at Sant’Angelo Vecchio
By Francesca Silvestri & Ingrid E. M. Edlund-Berry
This volume forms a study of the Greek settlement 
at Sant’Angelo Vecchio. Excavators brought to light 
a Late Archaic farmhouse, evidence of a sanctuary 
near a spring, and a cluster of eight burials of the 
mid-fifth century BC, but the most impressive 
remains belong to a production area with kilns, 
active in the Hellenistic to Early Imperial periods. 
688p, col illus (University of Texas Press 2016) 
9781477309476 Hb £65.00

Potamikon: Sinews of Acheloios
A Comprehensive Catalog of the Bronze 
Coinage of the Man-Faced Bull, with Essays  
on Origin and Identity
Edited by Nicholas J. Molinari & Nicola Sisci
Potamikon attempts to solve a question that has 
perplexed scholars for hundreds of years: Who 
exactly is the man-faced bull featured so often 
on Greek coinage? It approaches this question by 
examining the origin of the iconography and traces 
its development throughout various 
Mediterranean cultures, finally 
arriving in Archaic and Classical 
Greece in the first millennium 
BC. 
366p, b/w illus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784914011 
Pb £50.00
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A Dignified Passage through the Gates 
of Hades
The Burial Custom of Cremation and the 
Warrior Order of Ancient Eleutheria
By Anagnostis P. Agelarakis
This volume reports on the 
excavation of a hand carved 
tomb with a drómos in the 
softer bedrock material 
of Orthi Petra. It yielded 
a remarkable collection 
of jar burials in complex 
internal tomb stratification, 
containing cremated human 
bones accompanied by a 
most noteworthy assembly 
o f  b u r i a l  a r te f a c t s  o f 
exquisite wealth. 
24p, col i l lus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784913830 
Pb £8.00

Forthcoming from Oxbow Books

The Ancient Greek Farmstead
By Maeve McHugh
T h e  i nte r p re t a t i o n  o f 
archaeological remains 
as farmsteads has met 
w i t h  mu c h  d e b a te  i n 
s c h o l a rs h i p  re ga rd i n g 
their role, identification, 
and even their existence. 
Despite the difficult nature 
of scholarship surrounding 
farmsteads, this site type is 
repeatedly used to describe 
small sites in the countryside 
which have varying evidence of domestic, storage, 
and agricultural activity. The aim of this book is 
to engage with the archaeological and textual 
data for farmsteads dating to the Classical–
Hellenistic period of mainland Greece, with the 
purpose of understanding how these sites fulfilled 
agricultural roles as centres for occupation, 
storage, and processing for those working the 
land. The conclusions reached here 
stress the connected nature of 
the agricultural landscape, and 
demonstrate how farmsteads 
played a fundamental role in 
ancient Greek agriculture. 
2 0 8 p  ( O x b o w  B o o k s  2 0 17 ) 
9781785706400 Pb £36.00

Houses of Ill Repute
The Archaeology of Brothels Houses and 
Taverns in the Greek World
Edited by Alison Glazebrook & Barbara Tsakirgis
Houses of Ill Repute is the 
first book to focus on the 
difficulties of distinguishing 
private and semiprivate 
spaces. While others have 
studied houses or brothels, 
this volume looks at both 
together. Presenting several 
approaches to identifying 
and studying distinctions 
between domestic residences 
and houses of ill repute, and 
drawing on the fields of 
literature, history, and art history and theory, the 
volume’s contributors provide a way forward for the 
study of domestic and entertainment spaces in the 
Hellenic world. 
256p, b/w illus (University of Pennsylvania Press 2016) 
9780812247565 Hb £45.50

Only  
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£27.00 until 
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NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Archaeology and the Homeric Epic
Edited by Susan Sherratt & John Bennet
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between the Homeric 
epics and archaeology 
h a s  l o n g  s u f f e re d 
m i x e d  f o r t u n e s , 
sw i n g i n g  b e twe e n 
‘ f u n d a m e n t a l i s t ’ 
a t t e m p t s  t o  u s e 
archaeology in order 
to demonstrate the 
essential historicity 
of the epics and their 
background, and outright rejection of the idea 
that archaeology is capable of contributing 
anything at all to our understanding and 
appreciation of the epics. Archaeology and the 
Homeric Epic concentrates less on historicity in 
favour of exploring a variety of other, perhaps 
sometimes more oblique, ways in which 
we can use a multi-disciplinary approach 
– archaeology, philology, anthropology and 
social history – to help offer insights into the 
epics, the contexts of their possibly prolonged 
creation, aspects of their ‘prehistory’, and what 
they may have stood for at various times in 
their long oral and written history. 
176p, b/w (Oxbow Books 2016) 9781785702952 Pb 
£36.00
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Hellenistic Tragedy
By Agnieszka Kotlinska-Toma
This volume offers a comprehensive picture of 
tragedy and the satyr play from the fourth century 
BCE. The surviving fragments of this dramatic 
genre are presented, alongside English translations 
and critical analysis, as well as a survey of the main 
writers involved and an exploration of the genre’s 
formation, later influence and staging. 
344p (Bloomsbury 2014, Pb 2016) 9781472524218 Hb 
£90.00, 9781474288651 Pb £28.99

When Heroes Sing
Sophocles and the Shifting Soundscape of 
Tragedy
By Sarah Nooter
This book examines the lyrical voice of Sophocles’ 
heroes and argues that their identities are grounded 
in poetic identity and power. It shows how the voice 
of each hero is inflected by song and other markers 
of lyric poetry, and then argues that the heroes’ 
lyrical voices set them apart from their communities 
and lend them the authority and abilities of poets. 
210p (Cambridge University Press 2012, Pb 2016) 
9781107001619 Hb £67.00, 9781316613474 Pb £19.99

Moral History
From Herodotus to Diodorus
By Lisa Hau
Lisa Irene Hau argues that a driving force among 
Greek historians was the desire to use the past to 
teach lessons about the present and for the future. 
She shows how moral didacticism was an integral 
part of the writing of history from its inception 
in the 5th century BC, how it developed over the 
next 500 years in parallel with the development 
of historiography as a genre and how the moral 
messages on display remained surprisingly stable 
across this period. 
384p (Edinburgh University Press 2016) 9781474411073 
Hb £80.00

Theater Outside Athens
Drama in Greek Sicily and South Italy
Edited by Kathryn Bosher
This volume brings together archaeologists, art 
historians, philologists, literary scholars, political 
scientists, and historians to articulate the ways in 
which western Greek theatre was distinct from 
that of the Greek mainland and, at the same time, 
to investigate how the two traditions interacted. 
Themes include theatre as a method of cultural 
self-identification; shared mythological themes in 
performance texts and theatrical vase-painting; and 
the reflection and analysis of Sicilian and South 
Italian theatre in the work of Athenian philosophers 
and playwrights. 
472p (Cambridge University Press 2012, Pb 2016) 
9780521761789 Hb £88.00, 9781107527508 £22.99

The First Poets
Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets
By Michael Schmidt
A dazzling literary exploration by acclaimed poet 
and critic Michael Schmidt, The First Poets brings 
to life the great Greek poets who gave our poetic 
tradition its first bearings and whose works have 
had an enduring influence on our literature and our 
imagination. Starting with the legendary Orpheus 
and the possibly mythical Homer, Schmidt conjures 
a host of our literary forebears. 
416p (Head of Zeus 2016) 9781784975975 Hb £25.00

Pindar’s Poetics of Immortality
By Asya C. Sigelman
In this book, Asya C. Sigelman offers a new 
approach to the odes, exploring the fact that 
Pindar’s language and imagery suggest that the 
athlete’s victory is only a weaker version of the 
poet’s immortalizing feat. Examining several central 
Pindaric images, Sigelman shows that they are 
fundamentally reflexive, structured as expressions 
of poetic creativity engaged in a perpetual synthesis 
of intra-poetic time – of the unity of the past, present 
and future of the world of Pindar’s song. 
234p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107135017 
Hb £64.99

Universe and Inner Self in Early Indian 
and Early Greek Thought
By Richard Seaford
From the sixth century BCE onwards there was 
a revolution in thought, sometimes called the 
beginning of philosophy. And it occurred – 
independently it seems – in both India and Greece, 
but not in the vast Persian Empire that divided 
them. This book brings together Hellenists and 
Indologists representing a variety of perspectives 
on the similarities and differences between the two 
cultures, and on how to explain them. 
310p (Edinburgh University Press 2016) 9781474410991 
Hb £80.00

Reading the Victory Ode
Edited by Peter Agocs, Chris Carey and Richard 
Rawles
This collection of essays examines the victory ode 
from a range of angles: its genesis and evolution, the 
nature of the commissioning process, the patrons, 
context of performance and re-performance, and 
the poetics of the victory ode and its exponents. 
From these different perspectives the contributors 
offer both a panoramic view of the genre and an 
insight into the modern research positions on this 
complex and fascinating subject. 
410p (Cambridge University Press 2012, Pb 2016) 
9781107007871 Hb £77.00, 9781107527515 Pb £22.99
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Pax Romana
War, Peace and Conquest in the Roman World
By Adrian Goldsworthy
Adrian Goldsworthy tells 
the story of the creation of 
the Empire, revealing how 
and why the Romans came 
to control so much of the 
world and asking whether 
the favourable image of the 
Roman peace is a true one. 
He chronicles the many 
rebellions by the conquered, 
and describes why these 
broke out and why most 
failed. At the same time, he 
explains that hostility was only one reaction to 
the arrival of Rome, and from the start there was 
alliance, collaboration and even enthusiasm for 
joining the invaders, all of which increased as 
resistance movements faded away. 
520p, col pls (Weidenfeld & Nicholson 2016) 
9780297864288 Hb £25.00

The Grand Strategy of the Roman 
Empire
From the First Century CE to the Third
By Edward N. Luttwak
In his seminal work Edward N. Luttwak contended 
that Roman defence was not based on ceaseless 
fighting, but comprehensive strategies that unified 
force, diplomacy, and an immense infrastructure 
of roads, forts, walls, and barriers. This updated 
edition has been extensively revised to incorporate 
recent scholarship and archaeological findings. A 
new preface explores Roman imperial statecraft. 
272p, b/w illus (Johns Hopkins University Press 2nd ed, 
2016) 9781421419459 Pb £22.00

War and Society in Early Rome
From Warlords to Generals
By Jeremy Armstrong
This book presents a new 
interpretation of early 
Roman warfare and how it 
related to the city’s various 
social, political, religious, 
and economic institutions. 
Largely casting aside the 
anachronistic assumptions 
of late republican writers 
like Livy and Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus, it instead 
examines the general modes 
of behaviour evidenced in both the literature and 
the archaeology for the period and attempts to 
reconstruct, based on these characteristics, the basic 
form of Roman society and then to ‘re-map’ that on 
to the extant tradition. 
338p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107093577 
Hb £64.99

Rome Spreads Her Wings
Territorial Expansion Between the Punic Wars
By Gareth Sampson
This volume reassesses the 
wars of the two decades 
between the end of the 
First Punic War and the 
beginning of the Second. It 
argues that Rome faced a far 
graver threat in the form of 
the Gauls of Northern Italy 
than she had faced at the 
hands of the Carthaginians 
in the First Punic War; 
and secondly,  that the 
foundations for Rome’s overseas empire were laid 
in these very decades. 
224p (Pen & Sword 2016) 9781783030552 Hb £25.00

Rome

EDITOR’S CHOICE
Roman Power
A Thousand Years of Empire
By William V. Harris
William V. Harris sets out to explain, within an eclectic theoretical framework, 
the waxing and eventual waning of Roman imperial power, together with the 
Roman community’s internal power structures (political power, social power, 

gender power and economic power). He traces this linkage between 
the external and the internal through three very long periods, 

and part of the originality of the book is that it almost 
uniquely considers both the gradual rise of the Roman 
Empire and its demise as an empire in the fifth and seventh 
centuries AD. 

360p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107152717 
Hb £30.00
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Sinews of Empire
Edited by Eivind Seland & Hakon Terigon
A recent surge of interest 
in network approaches to 
the study of the ancient 
world has enabled scholars 
of the Roman Empire to 
move beyond traditional 
narratives of domination, 
resistance,  integrat ion 
and fragmentation. This 
relational turn has not only 
offers tools to identify, map, 
visualize and, in some cases, 
even quantify interaction based on a variety 
of ancient source material, but also provides 
a terminology to deal with the everyday ties 
of power, trade, and ideology that operated 
within, below, and beyond the superstructure of 
imperial rule. Thirteen contributions employ a 
range of quantitative, qualitative and descriptive 
network approaches in order to 
provide new perspectives on trade, 
communication, administration, 
technology,  re l ig ion and 
municipal life in the Roman 
Near East and adjacent regions. 
240p, b/w (Oxbow Books 2017) 
9781785705960 Hb £40.00

The Roman Empire and the Silk Routes
The Ancient World Economy and the Empires 
of Parthia, Central Asia and Han China
By Raoul McLaughlin
This volume investigates the 
trade routes between Rome 
and the powerful empires 
of inner Asia, including the 
Parthian, Kushan and Han 
Empires. Further chapters 
examine the development of 
Palmyra as a leading caravan 
city on the edge of Roman 
Syria and consider trade 
ventures through the Tarim 
territories that led Roman 
merchants to Han China. The book explores 
Rome’s impact on the ancient world economy and 
reveals what the Chinese and Romans knew about 
their rival Empires. 
282p, b/w pls (Pen & Sword 2016) 9781473833746 Hb 
£25.00

Aspects of the Roman East Volume II
Papers in Honour of Professor Sir Fergus Millar 
Fba: 2
Edited by Samuel N. C. Lieu & Paul McKechnie
This is the second of two volumes of papers in 
honour of Professor Fergus Millar FBA, formerly 
Camden Professor of Ancient History at the 
University of Oxford and the leading scholar of 
Roman History of his generation. This second 
volume contains papers on the Hellenistic and 
Roman East by scholars mainly based in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 
284p, b/w and col illus (Brepols 2016) 9782503528755 
Pb £60.00

The Roman Army
A History, 753 BC – AD 476
By Patricia Southern
This book covers the complete history of the Roman 
Army from 753 BC to AD 476, including its successes 
and failures against Rome’s enemies such as Gauls, 
Carthaginians, Goths and Persians. Around a third 
of a million men policed and protected the Empire; 
Soldiers, centurions and commanding officers left 
behind a variety of documents, many of which are 
used in this book to reconstruct their daily lives and 
their combat experience. 
560p, b/w illus, col pls (Amberley Publishing 2014, Pb 
2016) 9781445620893 Hb £25.00, 9781445655338 Pb 
£14.99

Sea Eagles of Empire
The Classis Britannica and the Battles  
for Britain
By Simon Elliott
Britain’s navy, known as Classis Britannica until the 
mid-third century, was a strong fighting force in its 
own right. Simon Elliott examines its vessel types, 
personnel, tactics, and technology, discussing the 
important role it played in military campaigns all 
across Europe and in policing the waters of the 
Roman Empire in Britain. 
224p, b/w pls (The History Press 2016) 9780750966023 
Hb £25.00

Rome in the East
The Transformation of an Empire
By Warwick Ball
This seminal work examines the lasting impact 
of the near Eastern influence on Rome on our 
understanding of the development of European 
culture. Warwick Ball includes analysis of Roman 
archaeological and architectural remains in the 
East, as well as links to the Roman Empire as far 
afield as Iran, Central Asia, India, and China. The 
new edition is updated with the latest research and 
findings from a range of sources including field 
work in the region and new studies and views that 
have emerged since the first edition. 
592p, b/w illus (Routledge , 2nd ed 2016) 9780415717779 
Pb £29.99
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Crisis and Constitutionalism
Roman Political Thought from the Fall of the 
Republic to the Age of Revolution
By Benjamin Straumann
Crisis and Constitutionalism argues that the 
late Roman Republic saw the development of a 
normative concept of constitution – the concept of 
a set of constitutional norms designed to guarantee 
and achieve certain interests of the individual. 
The increasing use of emergency measures and 
extraordinary powers in the late Republic provoked 
Cicero and some of his contemporaries to turn a 
hitherto implicit, inchoate constitutionalism into 
explicit constitutional argument and theory. 
432p (Oxford University Press 2016) 9780199950928 
Hb £55.00

Ceremony and Power
Performing Politics in Rome between Republic 
and Empire
By Geoffrey Sumi
This book explores the relationship between political 
power and public ceremonial in the Roman Republic, 
with particular focus on the critical months following 
Caesar’s assassination and later as Augustus became 
the first emperor of Rome. It traces the use of a 
variety of public ceremonies, including assemblies 
of the people, triumphs, funerals, and games, as a 
means for politicians in this period of instability 
and transition to shape their public images and 
consolidate their power and prestige. 
378p (University of Michigan Press 2016) 9780472036660 
Pb £48.50

Power and Privilege in Roman Society
By Richard Duncan-Jones
How far were appointments in the Roman Empire 
based on merit? Did experience matter? What 
difference did social rank make? This innovative 
study of the Principate examines the career outcomes 
of senators and knights by social category through a 
new database of senatorial careers. Although some 
appointments can be seen to reflect experience social 
rank emerges as the key factor at all levels. 
230p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107149793 
Hb £64.99

Roman Artisans and the Urban Economy
By Cameron Hawkins
By employing a sophisticated methodology based 
upon comparative evidence and contemporary 
economic theory, the author develops interlocking 
arguments about the relationship between four 
key attributes of urban economic life in Roman 
antiquity: the nature and magnitude of consumer 
demand; the structure of urban labour markets; the 
strategies devised by urban artisans in their efforts 
to navigate their social and economic environments; 
and the factors that served to limit both the overall 
performance of the Roman economy, and its 
potential for intensive growth. 
307p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107115446 
Hb £80.00

Globalisation and the Roman World
World History, Connectivity and Material 
Culture
Edited by Martin Pitts & Miguel John Versluys
This volume provides the first sustained critical 
exploration of globalisation theories in Roman 
archaeology and history. It is written by an 
international group of scholars who address a broad 
range of subjects, including Roman imperialism, 
economics, consumption, urbanism, migration, 
visual culture and heritage. The contributors explore 
the implications of understanding material culture 
in an interconnected Roman world, highlighting 
several novel directions for future research. 
308p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2014, Pb 
2016) 9781107043749 Hb £67.00, 9781107619005 Pb 
£20.99

The Republican Aventine and Rome’s 
Social Order
By Lisa Marie Mignone
The Aventine has long been identified as the city’s 
plebeian district, which housed the lower orders 
of society and served as the political headquarters, 
religious citadel, and social bastion of those seeking 
radical reform of the Republican constitution. 
Lisa Marie Mignone’s The Republican Aventine 
and Rome’s Social Order challenges the plebeian-
Aventine paradigm through a multidisciplinary 
review of the ancient evidence, and it demonstrates 
that this construct proves to be a modern creation. 
280p (University of Michigan Press 2016) 9780472119882 
Hb £57.95

Money and Power in the Roman 
Republic
Edited by Hans Beck, Martin Jehne & John Serrati
Rome’s transformation from a regional force in 
Latium into a Mediterranean superpower (4th to 1st 
centuries BCE) was accompanied by an accelerated 
change of economic realities. Examining monetary 
and financial assets, this volume discloses how 
economic power and ‘real’ capital augmented the 
nature of aristocratic power at Rome. Papers are 
grouped in three topical clusters: Currencies of 
Power, Money and State Action, Wealth and Status. 
238p (Peeters Press 2016) 9789042933026 Pb £50.00

A History of the Jewish War, AD 66-74
By Steve Mason
A conflict that erupted between Roman legions and 
some Judaeans in late AD 66 had an incalculable 
impact on Rome’s physical appearance and imperial 
governance; on ancient Jews bereft of their mother-
city and temple; and on early Christian fortunes. 
In this volume, Steven Mason re-examines the 
war in all relevant contexts (such as the Parthian 
dimension, and Judaea’s place in Roman Syria) and 
phases, from the Hasmoneans to the fall of Masada. 
735p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2016) 
9780521853293 Hb £89.99
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The Mind of Mithraists
Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman 
Cult of Mithras
By Luther H. Martin
The only characteristics common to all Mithraic 
temples were the fundamental architecture of their 
design, and the cult image of Mithras slaying a bull. 
How were these two features so faithfully transmitted 
through the Empire by a non-centralized, non-
hierarchical religious movement? The papers 
in this volume address these questions as well 
as the relationship of Mithraism to Christianity, 
explanations of the significance of the tauroctony 
and of the rituals enacted in the mithraea, and 
explanations for the spread of Mithraism (and for 
its resistance in a few places). 
208p (Bloomsbury 2014, Pb 2016) 9781472584199 Hb 
£85.00, 9781474288699 Pb £28.99

Legible Religion
Books Gods and Rituals in Roman Culture
By Duncan Macrae
Duncan MacRae delves 
i nto  Ro m a n  re l i g i o u s 
culture to grapple with a 
central question: what was 
the significance of books 
i n  a  re l i g i o n  w i t h o ut 
scripture? The contents 
o f  e a r l y  t re a t i s e s  o n 
religion by authors such 
as Varro comprise Rome’s 
“civil  theology”—not a 
description of an official 
state  rel igion but  one 
limited to the civic role of religion in Roman life. 
Legible Religion further shows how two major 
developments—the establishment of the Roman 
imperial monarchy and the rise of the Christian 
Church—shaped the reception and interpretation 
of Roman civil theology. 
258p (Harvard University Press 2016) 9780674088719 
Hb £36.95

Religious Deviance in the Roman 
World
Superstition or Individuality?
By Jorg Rupke
Authors from Cicero in the first century BC to 
the law codes of the fourth century AD share 
the assumption that authentic and binding 
communication between individuals and gods is 
possible and widespread, even if problematic in 
the case of divination or the confrontation with 
images of the divine. This volume explores a 
change in practices and assumptions throughout 
the imperial period. It might be characterised as 
‘individualisation’ and informed the Roman law 
of religions, which attempted to give freedom of 
religion and to regulate religion at the same time. 
156p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107090521 
Hb £64.99

Recht haben und Recht bekommen 
im Imperium Romanum. Das 
Gerichtswesen 
der römischen Kaiserzeitt und seine 
dokumentarische Evidenz
The Journal of Juristic Papyrology, Supplement 24
Edited by Rudolf Haensch
The large amount of epigraphical and papyrological 
documents published during the last century 
provides detailed and authentic information on 
the reality of the legal system, its strengths and 
weaknesses, especially during the High Empire. 
These papers explore these sources by publishing 
new documents, and providing overviews of the 
state of source material regarding different aspects of 
Roman jurisdiction, studied both from the side of the 
central institutions and from the provincial milieu. 
790p (Journal of Juristic Papyrology 2016) 9788393842537 
Hb £70.00

Imperial Transportation and 
Communication from the Third to the 
Late Fourth Century
The Golden Age of the Cursus Publicus
By Lukas Lemcke
This study aims, firstly, to explore the factors that led 
to the establishment of the cursus publicus with its 
two sub-divisions (cursus uelox, curus clauulari(u)
s); and, secondly, to show through a comprehensive 
review of the structure, history, and development 
of the cursus publicus that this system was firmly 
integrated into the imperial administration and 
streamlined to such a degree that it could be used 
with unprecedented effectiveness by the end of the 
fourth century. 
161p, (Peeters Press 2016) 9789042933569 Pb £35.00

Economy, Family and Society from 
Rome to Islam
A Critical Edition, English Translation and Study 
of Bryson’s Management of the Estate
By Simon Swain
Bryson’s Management of 
the Estate (Oikonomikos 
Logos) offers advice on the 
key private concerns of the 
Roman elite: getting rich, 
managing slaves, love and 
marriage, and bringing up 
children. Bryson’s book was 
almost certainly written in 
the mid-first century AD, but 
survives mainly in Arabic. 
It had a profound effect 
on Islamic thinking on the 
economy and on marriage, but is virtually unknown 
to classicists. This new edition of the text also 
includes the first English translation. 
588p (Cambridge University Press 2013, Pb 2016) 
9781107025363 Hb £104.99, 9781107615137 Pb £25.00
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Die Antike Munze Als Fundgegenstand
Kategorien Numismatischer Funde Und Ihre 
Interpretation
By Gunther E. Thury
This book tries to face the problems involved in 
the interpretation of coin finds by: proposing clear 
definitions for categories and sub-categories of 
coin finds; by collecting and interpreting written 
testimonies (from ancient literature, epigraphy 
and papyrology) casting light on reasons and 
circumstances of coin deposition and coin loss in 
antiquity; by describing differences of 
composition between the categories; 
by discussing difficulties of 
‘differential diagnosis’; and the 
role of secondary finds. 
206p, b/w illus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784914158 
Pb £35.00

Moneda Antigua y Vias Romanas en  
el Noroeste de Hispania
By Maria Isabel Vila Franco
This work seeks to understand the process of 
monetization within the economy of Galicia 
and Asturia. Numismatic remains are studied in 
depth, found on four of the roads crossing the 
territory in Roman times. All the coins discovered 
were imported, and so it was possible to mark 
precisely where the greatest influx of individuals 
and materials came from, as well 
as areas and zones of different 
speeds of monetization and, 
thus, Romanization. Spanish 
text. 
588p, b/w and col illus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784913991 Pb 
£75.00

The Material Life of Roman Slaves
By Sandra R. Joshel & Lauren Hackworth Petersen
T h i s  b o o k  t a ke s  t h e 
archaeological record as 
a key form of evidence 
for reconstructing slaves’ 
l ives  and experiences. 
Interweaving literature, 
law, and material evidence, 
it searches for ways to see 
slaves in the various contexts 
– to make them visible where 
evidence tells us they were 
in fact present. Individual 
chapters explore the dichotomy between visibility 
and invisibility and between appearance and 
disappearance in four physical and social locations 
– urban houses, city streets and neighborhoods, 
workshops, and villas. 
350p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2014, Pb 
2016) 9780521139571 Pb £29.99

Death as a Process
The Archaeology of the Roman Funeral
Edited by J. Pearce & J. Weekes
This volume draws on large-
scale fieldwork from across 
Europe, methodological 
advances and conceptual 
innovations to explore new 
insights from analysis of the 
Roman dead, concerning 
both the rituals which saw 
them to their tombs and the 
communities who buried 
them. In particular the 
volume seeks to establish 
how the ritual sequence, from laying out the dead 
to the pyre and tomb, and from placing the dead in 
the earth to the return of the living to commemorate 
them, may be studied from archaeological evidence. 
Case studies span a cross-section of Roman society, 
from the cosmopolitan merchants 
of Corinth to salt pan workers 
at Rome and the rural poor of 
Britannia and Germania. 
272p b/w illus (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785703232 Pb £38.00

Insularity and Identity in 
the Roman Mediterranean
Edited by Anna Kouremenos
The papers in this book 
explore the concepts of 
insularity and identity in the 
Roman period by addressing 
some of the following 
questions: what does it mean 
to be an island? How has 
insularity shaped ethnic, 
cultural, and social identity 
in the Mediterranean during 
the Roman period? How 
were islands connected to the 
mainland and other islands? Did insularity produce 
isolation or did the populations of Mediterranean 
islands integrate easily into a common ‘Roman’ 
culture? How has maritime interaction shaped 
the economy and culture of specific islands? Can 
we argue for distinct ‘island identities’ during 
the Roman period? The twelve papers presented 
here each deal with specific islands 
or island groups, thus allowing 
for an integrated view of 
Mediterranean insularity and 
identity.
208p b/w illus (Oxbow Books 2017) 
9781785705809 Pb £38.00
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The Roman Settlement Patterns in 
the Western Facade of the Conventus 
Bracarensis
By Helena Paula Abreu de Carvalho
The main aim of this study was to analyse the 
Roman settlement patterns of the western part of 
the Conventus Bracarensis, located within a vast 
province of the Iberian Peninsula: the Hispania 
Citerior or Tarraconensis. The nature of the 
available data was analysed through G.I.S. and four 
operative concepts: entities, relationships between 
entities, scales and limits to those relationships. 
252p, b/w illus (BAR 2789, 2016) 9781407314310 Pb 
£44.00

Inter Moesos et Thraces
The Rural Hinterland of Novae in Lower 
Moesia (1st – 6th Centuries AD)
By Agnieszka Tomas
The rural hinterland of Novae is exceptional and 
fascinating for the historian and archaeologist, not 
only due to the importance of the site itself, but 
also due to its location. The legionary camp was 
located halfway between the outlets of two rivers. 
The special position of the lands between the 
Osăm and Jantra rivers is well-expressed by a series 
of boundary stones set up in AD 136 by Emperor 
Hadrian, who divided the tribal territories of 
Moesos and Thraces. This special 
geopolitical situation must have 
caused considerable difficulties 
in administering the area by 
the Romans. 
244p, b/w illus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784913694 
Pb £40.00
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
The Roman West AD 200-500
An Archaeological Study
By A. S. Esmonde Cleary
This book describes and analyses the development of the Roman West from 
Gibraltar to the Rhine, using primarily the extensive body of published 

archaeological evidence rather than the textual evidence underlying 
most other studies. It situates this development within a longer-

term process of change, proposing the later second century 
rather than the ‘third-century crisis’ as the major turning-
point, although the latter had longer-term consequences 
owing to the rise in importance of military identities. 

550p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2013, Pb 2016) 
9781316625644 Pb £24.99

Disenos Geometricos en los Mosaicos 
del Conventus Astigitanus
By Sebastian Vargas Vazquez
This volume focuses on the study of the geometric 
designs documented in the mosaics of the 
Conventus Astigitanus, one of the four conventi 
iuridici of Roman Baetica. It includes a very 
significant number of designs and provides the basis 
for a completely open catalogue, 
to which new models may be 
added as they become available 
through the continual study of 
new mosaics. 
348p, b/w and col illus (Archaeopress 
Archaeology 2016) 9781784912734 
Pb £60.00

Caddeddi on the Tellaro
A Late Roman Villa in Sicily and Its Mosaics
By R. J. A. Wilson
The late Roman villa of 
Caddeddi, near Noto in 
south-east Sicily, first came 
to light over forty years ago. 
Built in the second half of 
the fourth century AD, it is 
chiefly known for its three 
figured mosaic pavements. 
This book describes in detail 
these and other pavements 
at Caddeddi, and concludes 
that, as at the more famous 
villa of Casale near Piazza Armerina a generation 
before, they are likely to be the work of North 
African mosaicists fulfilling an overseas commission 
for the villa’s owner. 
208p, many col illus (Peeters Press 2016) 9789042933880 
Pb £85.00
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Silk
Trade & Exchange along the Silk Roads 
between Rome and China in Antiquity
Edited by Berit Hildebrandt
These collected papers 
connect research from 
d i f f e re nt  a re a s  a n d 
d i s c i p l i n e s  d e a l i n g 
with exchange along 
t h e  S i l k  R o a d s . 
Historical, philological 
a n d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
contributions highlight 
silk as a commodity, gift 
and tribute, and as a 
status symbol in varying 
cultural and chronological contexts between East 
and West, including technological aspects of silk 
production. The main period concerns Rome and 
China in antiquity, ending in the late fifth century 
CE, with the Roman Empire being transformed 
into the Byzantine Empire, while the Chinese 
chronology covers the Han dynasty, the Three 
Kingdoms, the Western and Eastern Jin and 
Sixteen Kingdoms, ending in 420 CE. 
224p b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785702792 Hb £40.00

Small Finds and Ancient Social 
Practices in the Northwest Provinces 
of the Roman Empire
Edited by Stefanie Hoss & Alissa Whitmore
Focusing on amulets, 
brooches, socks, hobnails, 
f i g u r i n e s ,  n e e d l e s , 
and other “mundane” 
a r t e f a c t s ,  t h e s e  1 2 
papers use small finds 
to reconstruct social 
lives and practices in 
the Roman Northwest 
provinces. Taking social 
life broadly, the various 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f f e r 
insights into the everyday use of objects to express 
social identities, Roman religious practices in the 
provinces, and life in military communities. 
By integrating small finds from the Northwest 
provinces with material, iconographic, and 
textual evidence from the whole Roman empire, 
contributors seek to demystify Roman magic 
and Mithraic religion, discover the latest trends 
in ancient fashion (socks with sandals!), explore 
Roman interactions with Neolithic monuments, 
and explain unusual finds in unexpected places. 
200p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785702563 Pb £38.00
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Forthcoming from Oxbow Books

Romans and Barbarians Beyond  
the Frontiers
Archaeology, Ideology and Identities in  
the North
Edited by Sergio Gonzalez Sanchez & Alexandra 
Gugliemi
This first thematic volume 
of the new series TRAC 
T h e m e s  i n  R o m a n 
A rc h a e o l o gy  b r i n g s 
renowned international 
experts to discuss different 
aspects of interactions 
between Romans and 
‘ b a r b a r i a n s ’  i n  t h e 
north-western regions 
of Europe. Case studies 
presented here span 
across disciplines and territories, from American 
anthropological studies on transcultural discourse 
and provincial organization in Gaul, to historical 
approaches to the propagandistic use of the 
limes in the early 20th century German empire; 
from Danish research on warrior identities and 
Roman-Scandinavian relations, to innovative 
ideas on culture contact in Roman Ireland; 
and from new views on Romano-Germanic 
relations in Central European Barbaricum, 
to a British comparative exercise on frontier 
cultures. The volume is framed by a 
brilliant theoretical introduction 
by Prof. Richard Hingley and 
a comprehensive concluding 
discussion by Prof. David 
Mattingly. 
176p b/w illus (Oxbow Books 
2017) 9781785706042 Pb £38.00

Villa Magna
An Imperial Estate and its Legacies: 
Excavations 2006-10
Edited by Elizabeth Fentress, Caroline Goodson, 
Marco Maiuro, Margaret Andrews & J. Andrew 
Dufton
The evocative site of Villamagna has enormous 
importance; but its imperial villa has been largely 
ignored until recently, with interest focusing 
upon the medieval monastery that occupied the 
site. This volume presents the fascinating story 
of the site, from imperial villa, to a late antique 
successor, monastic complex, village, cemetery 
and late medieval castrum. Each period of the 
site is considered separately, with the buildings 
described and the related finds (including pottery, 
glass, bones and environmental data) discussed. 
552p, b/w and col illus (British School at Rome 2016) 
9780904152746 Hb £90.00, NYP
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The Romans Who Shaped Britain
By Sam Moorhead & David Stuttard
In  this  new narrat ive 
history of Roman Britain, 
Moorhead and Stuttard take 
an unashamedly traditional 
approach, focusing on the 
deeds and motivations of 
t h e  Ro m a n  e m p e ro rs , 
generals and governors 
who conquered, pacified 
and ruled Britain, as well as 
exploring the actions of some 
of the principal British tribal 
leaders. What is already a 
gripping account is further enlivened by short 
fictional vignettes which aim to capture something 
of the atmosphere of the era. 
288p, b/w illus, col pls (Thames and Hudson 2016) 
9780500251898 Hb £18.95, 9780500292600 Pb £9.99

The Real Lives of Roman Britain
By Guy de la Bedoyere
In this book Guy de la 
Bedoyere focuses not on 
military campaigns and 
imperial politics but on 
individual, personal stories. 
He introduces Fortunata 
the slave girl, Emeritus the 
frustrated centurion, the 
grieving father Quintus 
Corellius Fortis, and the 
bril l iant metal  worker 
B o d u o g e n u s ,  a m o n g 
numerous others. Through 
a wide array of records and artefacts, the author 
introduces the colourful cast of immigrants who 
arrived during the Roman era while offering an 
unusual glimpse of indigenous Britons, until now 
nearly invisible in histories of Roman Britain. 
264p, col pls (Yale University Press 2015, Pb 2016) 
9780300207194 Hb £20.00, 9780300223491 Pb £12.99

The 2003-2007 Excavations in the Late 
Roman Fort at Yotvata
By Gwyn Davies & Jodi Magness
The Late Roman fort at Yotvata is located in the 
southern Arava some 40 km north of Eilat/Aqaba 
(ancient Aila). This volume provides the results of 
excavations which took place between 2003 and 
2007, adding substantially to our knowledge of 
Roman defences in the third and fourth centuries 
of the Common Era, along the trade route that 
traversed the southern Arava and on the eastern 
frontier of the Empire. 
280p, b/w illus (Eisenbrauns 2015) 9781575063478 Hb 
£79.99

EDITOR’S CHOICE
Roman London’s First Voices
Writing Tablets from the Bloomberg Excavations, 2010–14
By Roger Tomlin
This publication presents research into Britain’s largest, earliest and most 
significant collection of Roman waxed writing tablets. The collection, which 
boasts the first hand-written document known from Britain, was discovered 
during archaeological excavations for Bloomberg. The formal, official, legal 

and business aspects of life in the first decades of Londinium 
are revealed, with appearances from slaves, freedmen, traders, 

soldiers and the judiciary. Aspects of the tablets considered 
include their manufacture, analysis of the wax applied to 
their surfaces, their epigraphy and the content of over 80 
legible texts. 

312p, b/w and col illus (MOLA 2016) 9781907586408 Hb £32.00

L’Artisanat de l’Os à l’époque Gallo-
Romaine: De l’Osteoarcheologie 
Experimentale
By Marc Barbier
Marc Barbier draws on an assemblage of Gallo-
Roman bone combs from excavations at Sens, for 
this experimental investigation into the production 
processes utilised by Gallo-Roman 
bone workshops, including the 
tools, techniques and workflow 
involved. 
French text .  142p,  co l  p ls 
(Archaeopress Archaeology 2016) 
9781784914219 Pb £35.00
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NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Romano-British Settlement and 
Cemeteries at Mucking
Excavations by Margaret and Tom Jones, 
1965–1978
By Sam Lucy & Christopher Evans
Excavations at Mucking, 
Essex, between 1965 and 
1978, revealed extensive 
evidence for a multi-phase 
rural Romano-British 
settlement, perhaps an 
estate centre, and five 
associated cemetery 
areas with different 
burial areas reserved 
for  different  groups 
within the settlement. 
The settlement demonstrated clear continuity 
from the preceding Iron Age occupation with 
unbroken sequences of artefacts and enclosures 
through the first century AD, followed by rapid 
and extensive remodelling, which included the 
laying out a Central Enclosure and an organised 
water supply with wells. After the mid-second 
century AD the Central Enclosure was largely 
abandoned and settlement shifted its focus more 
to the Southern Enclosure system with a gradual 
decline though the 3rd and 4th centuries. 
456p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785702686 Hb £40.00

Agriculture and Industry in South-
Eastern Roman Britain
Edited by David Bird
The ancient counties 
surrounding the Weald in 
the SE corner of England 
have been comparatively 
neglected in discussion 
of Roman Britain, where 
it is often subsumed into 
a generalised treatment 
of the ‘civilian’ part of 
Britannia that is based 
largely on other parts of 
the country. This book 
aims to redress the balance. An overview of the 
environment and a consideration of themes 
relevant to the South-East as a whole accompany 
14 papers covering the topics of rural settlement 
in Kent Surrey and Sussex, crops, querns and 
millstones, animal exploitation, salt production, 
leatherworking, the working of bone and similar 
materials, the production of iron and iron objects, 
non-ferrous metalworking, pottery production 
and the supply of tile to Roman London. 
368p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 2106) 
9781785703195 Pb £40.00
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The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain
By Alexander Smith, Martyn Allen, Tom Brindle & 
Michael Fulford
With the huge mass of 
new data produced since 
the onset of developer-
funded archaeology in 1990, 
the incredible diversity of 
Roman rural settlement 
across the landscape can 
now be demonstrated. A 
new regional framework for 
the study of rural Roman 
Britain is proposed, in which 
a rich characterisation has 
been developed of the mosaic of communities 
that inhabited the province and the way that they 
changed over time. Centre stage is the farmstead, 
rather than the villa; variations in farmstead type, 
building form and associated landscape context are 
all explored in order to breathe new life into our 
understanding of the Romano-British countryside. 
464p, 400 colour illus. (Roman Society Publications 
2016) 9780907764434 Pb £40.00

A Mosaic Menagerie
Creatures of Land Sea and Sky in Romano-
British Mosaics
By Patricia Witts
Over 700 creatures of land, sea and sky have been 
recorded from at least 140 Romano-British mosaics. 
This comprehensively illustrated book is the first 
detailed study of them. It identifies and discusses 
the animals, assesses their role in floor decoration, 
and explains how they were much more than 
appealing decoration. 
286p, b/w and col illus (BAR BS 625, 2016) 9781407315416 
Pb £53.00

The Oxford Handbook of Roman 
Britain
Edited by Martin Millett, Louise Revell & Alison Moore
This book provides a twenty-
first century perspective on 
Roman Britain, combining 
current approaches with 
the wealth of archaeological 
material from the province. 
The majority of the chapters 
a re  t h e m at i c ,  d e a l i n g 
with issues relating to the 
people of the province, their 
identities and ways of life. 
Further chapters consider 
the characteristics of the province they lived in, 
such as the economy, and settlement patterns. 
This handbook reflects the new approaches being 
developed in Roman archaeology, and demonstrates 
why the study of Roman Britain has become one of 
the most dynamic areas of archaeology. 
930p, b/w illus (Oxford University Press 2016) 
9780199697731 Hb £110.00

Roman Britain
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The Ruin of Roman Britain
An Archaeological Perspective
By James Gerrard
How did Roman Britain end? This new study draws 
on fresh archaeological discoveries to argue that 
the end of Roman Britain was not the product of 
either a violent cataclysm or an economic collapse. 
Instead, the structure of late antique society, based 
on the civilian ideology of paideia, was forced to 
change by the disappearance of the Roman state. 
By the fifth century elite power had shifted to the 
warband and the edges of their swords. 
366p, b/w illus (Cambridge University Press 2013, Pb 
2016) 9781107038639 Hb £82.00, 9781316625682 Pb 
£21.99

Newnham
A Roman bath house and estate centre east of 
Bedford
By David Ingham, Jeremy Oetgen & Anna 
Slowikowski
Excavations were conducted 
in  the  ear ly  1970s  at 
the site of an elaborate 
R o m a n  f a r m s t e a d  a t 
Newnham, Bedfordshire. 
The excavations, under the 
direction of the late Angela 
Simco, recorded part of the 
core area of the farmstead 
and recovered significant 
assemblages of artefacts and 
animal bone. Post-excavation 
analysis and publication was not completed at the 
time and this volume now publishes the results of 
fieldwork. Elements of the finds assemblage also 
suggest that the site had a higher status than that 
of other farmsteads in the region. 
100p (East Anglian Archaeology 158, 2016) 9780955654671 
Pb £14.00

Silchester: Changing Visions of a 
Roman Town
Integrating geophysics and archaeology:  
the results of the Silchester mapping project 
2005-10
By John Creighton & Robert Fry
This volume draws together for the first time all 
the fieldwork known to have taken place from the 
earliest located trenches in the 1720s up until the 
modern campaigns of Fulford. It integrates this 
work with a new geophysical survey of 217ha to 
provide a new overarching narrative for the town. 
The core of the volume contains the empirical data, 
mapping the past excavations alongside evidence 
from aerial photography, fieldwalking, LiDAR and 
geophysics. 
448p, 195 (Roman Society Publications 2016) 
9780907764427 Pb £55.00

Bearsden
The Story of a Roman Fort
By David J. Breeze
The Roman fort at Bearsden 
and its annexe, together 
with areas beyond its 
defences, were extensively 
excavated from 1973 to 1982. 
This ‘popular’ account of 
the discoveries looks at the 
material recovered from 
the site, examining the 
process of archaeological 
excavation, the life of the 
soldiers at the fort based 
on the results of the excavation as well as material 
from elsewhere in the Roman Empire, 
the presentation and interpretation 
of the bath-house and latrine, 
and a discussion of possible 
future work arising out of the 
excavation. 
124p b/w and col illus (Archaeopress 
2016) 9781784914905 Pb £19.00

Only  
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NEW FROM OXBOW BOOKS
Segedunum
Excavations By Charles Daniels In The 
Roman Fort At Wallsend (1975-1984)
By Alexandra Croom & Alan Rushworth
Between 1975 and 1984 
almost the entire area 
of the Roman fort of 
Segedunum in Wallsend 
was excavated under 
the direction of Charles 
Daniels, senior lecturer 
in the Department of 
Archaeology at Newcastle 
University. It is these 
e x c a v a t i o n s  w h i c h 
form the subject of this 
publication. This comprehensive report on the 
structural remains (Vol. 1) and finds (Vol. 2) show 
clearly that Daniels’ work represented one of the 
most ambitious and prolonged programmes of 
fieldwork attempted on the northern frontier up 
to that point and has made Wallsend one of the 
most fully investigated of Roman forts in Britain. 
816p, b/w and col illus (Oxbow Books 2016) 
9781785700262 Hb £55.00
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Roman Literary Cultures
Domestic Politics, Revolutionary Poetics,  
Civic Spectacle
Edited by Alison Keith & Jonathan Edmondson
Drawing on the historicizing turn in Latin literary 
scholarship, Roman Literary Cultures combines 
new critical methods with traditional analysis across 
four hundred years of Latin literature, from mid-
republican Rome in the second century BC to the 
Second Sophistic in the second century AD. The 
contributors explore Latin texts both famous and 
obscure, from Roman drama and Menippean satire 
through Latin elegies, epics, and novels to letters 
issued by Roman emperors and compilations of laws. 
336p (University of Toronto Press 2016) 9781442629677 
Hb £41.95

Latin Inscriptions
By Dirk Booms
Deciphering Latin inscriptions is fun, rewarding 
and, as this engaging book demonstrates, does 
not necessarily require a prior knowledge of the 
language. Most are easy to puzzle out because they 
are extremely formulaic, using a standardized system 
of abbreviation that ensured Romans from all areas 
of the Empire could understand them. Drawing on 
examples from the British Museum’s wide collection, 
the author explains the conventions, demystifies the 
grammar and introduces the key vocabulary, taking 
the reader step by step through each inscription. 
112p, col illus (British Museum Press 2016) 9780714122885 
Pb £9.99

Caesar
Civil War
Edited by Cynthia Damon
This edition of the “Civil War” replaces the earlier 
Loeb Classical Library edition by A. G. Peskett 
(1914) with new text, translation, introduction, and 
bibliography. 
450p (Harvard University Press 2016) 9780674997035 
Hb £16.95

An Anthology of Informal Latin  
200 BC – AD 900
By J. N. Adams
This book contains over fifty passages of Latin 
from 200 BC to AD 900, each with translation and 
linguistic commentary. It is not intended as an 
elementary reader, but as an illustrative history of 
Latin covering more than a millennium, with almost 
every century represented. Conventional histories 
cite constructions out of context, whereas this work 
gives a sense of the period, genre, stylistic aims and 
idiosyncrasies of specific passages. ‘Informal’ texts, 
particularly if they portray talk, reflect linguistic 
variety and change better than texts adhering to 
classicising norms. The commentaries identify 
innovations, discontinuities and phenomena of 
long duration. 
718p (Cambridge University Press 2016) 9781107039773 
Hb £120.00
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Late Antiquity & Byzantium
The Life and Legacy of Constantine
Traditions through the Ages
Edited by M. Shane Bjornlie
The modern demarcation of the post-classical period 
is often inseparable from the reign of Constantine. 
What receives less-frequent attention is the fact 
that our modern appreciation of Constantine as 
a pivotal historical figure is itself a direct result of 
the manner in which Constantine’s memory was 
constructed by the human imagination over the 
course of centuries. The essays are divided into 
three broad, chronological categories: Constantine 
and his memory in the fourth century, the reception 
of Constantine in early-medieval contexts from 
the sixth century to the Carolingian period, and 
Constantine’s representation and meaning from the 
High Middle Ages to the Renaissance. 
248p, bw illus (Routledge 2016) 9781472433244 Hb 
£95.00

Ammianus’ Julian
By Alan J. Ross
In this book Alan J. Ross 
argues for a re-examination 
of  Ammianus’  agenda 
and methods in narrating 
the reign of  Julian.  It 
suggests  that  the  Res 
Gestae presents a Latin-
speaking, western audience 
with an idiosyncratic and 
‘Romanized’ depiction of 
the philhellene emperor 
a n d  t h a t,  co n s c i o u s l y 
exploiting his position as a 
Greek writing in Latin and 
as a contemporary of Julian, Ammianus wished his 
work to be considered a culminating and definitive 
account of the man and his life. 
(Oxford University Press 2016) 9780198784951 Hb 
£65.00
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