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The Anjou Bible, now kept in the Theology Faculty’s Maurits Sabbe Library of the 
University of Leuven (Belgium) is a superbly illuminated manuscript created at the 
Royal Court of Naples in the turbulent fourteenth century. At this time much of 
 Central and Southern Europe was governed by the successful dynasty of Anjou, which 
continued to expand its territories and encouraged artists and writers like Giotto, 
Simone Martini, Boccaccio and Petrarch. In 1328, after the death of her father, Joanna 
of Anjou became the official heir to the prosperous Kingdom of Naples and Sicily. 

Several years later her grandfather, Robert I, gave Joanna and her young fiancé Andrew of Hungary 
a precious gift, which became known as the Anjou Bible, a manuscript that is priceless from a 
 historical and art-historical point of view. In addition to Bible texts and splendid miniatures, it 
contains a wealth of historical information about the house of Anjou and the book’s origins. One 
of the artists responsible for the magnificent painting was Cristophorus Orimina, the leading 
 illuminator in Naples, who signed the work. The Anjou Bible has now been carefully conserved 
and studied: the research findings are brought together in this book. Essays by some of the most 
noted experts in the field describe how the arts were promoted at the court of Robert I of Anjou and 
also shed light on the Bible’s genesis and on all the research methods and results. This book is richly 
illustrated and contains all the illuminated folios of the Anjou Bible.

Illuminating with Pen and Brush. 
The Techniques of a Fourteenth-Century  

Neapolitan Illuminator Explored

Lieve Watteeuw and Marina Van Bos

Introduction
At the beginning of the fourteenth century, Naples 
enjoyed a �ourishing artistic life under Robert the 
Wise. Painters using panels, walls, silk and parch-
ment found their way to the Angevin court. The 
consequent assimilation and fusion of materials 
and techniques lead to the creation of outstanding 
works of art, �nanced by royal and noble patrons 
who were accumulating their own impressive  
collections and donating to religious institutions. 
The establishment of a library and scriptorium  
near Naples’ Castel Nuovo lead to the creation of  
a number of important manuscripts, signi�cant for 
both their intellectual and artistic content. The 
illuminator of the Anjou Bible, Christophoro 
Orimina, was described by Alessandra Perriccioli as 
a successful artist, illuminator and entrepreneur in 
Naples in the second quarter of the fourteenth cen-
tury.1 During his career he worked with at least one 
assistant, but probably with more. His talent is the 
focus of the present contribution to the Anjou 
Bible Research Project, a contribution that con-
centrates on the context of his artistic practice 
rather than on his remarkable life and work. The 
essay will spotlight the interdisciplinary connec-
tions between one speci�c written technical source, 
De Arte Illuminandi, an illuminator’s treatise  written 
in South Italy at the end of the fourteenth century2 
and the non-destructive laboratory research under-
taken for the Anjou Bible Research Project 2008–
2011.3 De Arte Illuminandi, consisting of recipes  

for the making, preparation and mixing of pigments 
and colorants, is a simple and well-organized manual, 
clearly composed for teaching the illumin ator’s 
craft. It provides a successive description colours, 
gold, media and various techniques for their appli-
cation. Unlike most other medieval technical 
sources, it is not a compilation of earlier treatises.

Meticulous observation and photographic docu-
mentation4 however, have revealed brushstrokes, 
under drawing, the thickness of paint layers, �aking 
and the material used for writing. Non-destructive 
X-ray �uorescence and RAMAN analysis offer a way 
to determine the materials and techniques used in 
the creation of a speci�c work of the illuminator’s 
art, namely the Anjou Bible.5 In contrast to research 
conducted on a range of larger cultural artefacts, 
micro-sampling was not an option with respect to 
the Anjou Bible, in part because the sampling 
 technique has not been considered convincing for 
this scale of miniature painting up to the present.6 
While the available research sources are extremely 
valuable, each is necessarily limited. In this contri-
bution we will bring the different sources together 
and follow the sequence of recipies in De Arte Illu-
minande (Fig. x.2).

On laying gold
Gold was a reference value at the Neapolitan court 
of the Angevin kings. The archives in the ‘Thesau-
rariorum della Cancelleria Angioina’ dating from the 
early fourteenth century mention costly purchases 

Fig. X.1. Anjou Bible, fol. 257r, Mark, detail, initial I:  
The preaching of John the Baptist
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