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Often, specialists in ordnance study artefacts 
recovered from shipwrecks without a complete 
knowledge of their archaeological context. 
Archaeologists investigating the context of the 
objects, on the other hand, often do so with only 
a superficial knowledge of historic artillery. This 
volume brings together experts from 

the field of historic artillery and underwater archaeologists to present 
a series of papers that focus on the development of naval ordnance 
in Europe and, especially, Venice, in the 15th–17th centuries. Topics 
include: Venetian ordnance in shipwrecks of the Mediterranean and 
the Atlantic, the race to develop big calibres in the first war of the 
Morea, Genoese ordnance aboard galleys in the 16th century, the 
strategic logistics of guns at sea during the Spanish armada of 1588, 
and ships and guns of the Tudor navy.
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The David Brown Book Company presents

Weapons of Warre
The Armaments of the Mary Rose

edited by Alexzandra Hildred

This publication considers the raison d’être 
for the building of the Mary Rose: its 
ordnance, munitions, and equipment for 
war. It begins with a full description of the 
guns, followed by discussions of the many 
objects that relate to their use – the shot, 
the gunpowder, and the items needed for 
loading and firing – as well as descriptions 
of the experiments that have been carried 
out in the manufacture and use of specific 
gun types, carriages, and other items. This 
is followed by chapters dealing with other 
ordnance: incendiaries, hand guns, staff 
weapons, and archery equipment. The 
volume concludes with a drawing together 
of all the evidence to present a detailed 
consideration of the ship as a fighting unit 
and an indication of some of the major 
topics that still require research. 
2 vols, 1000p, 16 col pls, over 700 b/w illus 	
(The Mary Rose Trust, May 2011, The Archaeology 
of the Mary Rose 3) hardback, 9780954402938, 
$100.00. Pre-publication Offer $80.00
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